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EU grants $8 million medical 
aid to Palestinians 

BRUSSELS (AFP) — The European Commission 
Monday approved the release of $8 million to provide 
emergency medical aid to Palestinians in the 
autonomous territories and in Lebanon. Around $5.5 
million will go to assisting hospitals on the Gaza Strip 
and the West Bank which have been hit hard by 
Israel's repeated closures of the territories. The 
remainder has been earmarked for medical aid to the 
350,000 Palestinian refugees still in Lebanon. The 
funds will be distributed by the European Communi- 
ty humanitarian office through non-governmental 
organisations already active in die field. 
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Israel closes mosque near Hebron 

HEBRON (AFP) — The Israeli army early Monday 
sealed a West Bank mosque run by the brother of 
Palestinian security chief Jibril Rajub, witnesses said. 
In a pre-dawn raid on the village of Dura near Hebron, 
soldiers sealed entrances to the mosque and put up 
signs saying it would be closed for an initial three- 
week period which could be renewed, they said. The 
mosque is headed by Sheikh Nayef Rajub. a leading 
figure in Hamas and brother of Colonel Jibril Rajub, 
head of preventive security in West Bank areas con- 
trolled by the Palestinian National Authority. An 
Israeli army spokesman was unable to immediately 
confirm or deny the report. 


Price: Jordan 200 fils 


King visits injured, denounces attack 


2 Israeli embassy officials hurt 
in armed attack in Deir Ghbar 

Government announces award for leads on assailants 


By Tareq Ayyoub 
Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — His Majesty 
King Hussein Monday 
denounced the armed 
attack on two Israeli 
embassy security men and 
described the incident as 
"disgraceful.” 

“What happened is 
regretful, disgraceful and 
extremely painful,” the 
King said following his 
visit to the King Hussein 
Medical Centre, where one 
of the two Israelis who 
were injured in the attack 
was treated. 

"These acts are not the 
characteristics of Jordan or 
Jordanians. I am quiet sure 
that we will know who is 
responsible for this event 
and those who are behind 
it," the King said. 

“What has happened 
could happen anywhere, 
but beyond that I hope that 
all who visit Jordan will 
feel at home...” the King 
told reporters. 

Two employees at the 
Israeli embassy in Amman 
were injured early morning 
Monday when unidentified 
gunmen sprayed their car 
with bullets before fleeing 
the scene. An unknown 
group claimed responsibili- 
ty for the attack. 

Meanwhile, the govern- 
ment announced a reward 
for any information leading 
to the capture of the 
assailants. 

A government statement 
said that people in a pass- 
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His Majesty King Hussein looks at a picture of the daughter of Israeli embassy 
guard Amikam Hadar in hospital after he was attackeaby gunmen in Amman 
on Monday (photo by Yousef 'Allan) 


on Monday (photo by Yousef 'Allan) 

ins “pinkish white” in this crime. We have no 


ing “pinkish white” 
Hyundai fired at the Israeli 
car. One of the two Israelis 
was shot in his right thigh 
while the other was injured 
in his left thigh. 

The statement added that 
the Israeli officials 
exchanged tire with the 
perpetrators and at least 
one of them was injured. 
The rear window was 
smashed during the shoot- 
ing. 

"The Jordanian govern- 
ment denounces the crimi- 
nal incident and will pur- 
sue anyone who took part 


room for such groups that 
falter with die security of 
the country and the citi- 
zens.” the statement said. 

"We will not allow any- 
body to harm the security 
of (Jordan). We will hit 
with an iron fist any 
attempt that is aimed at the 
security of our country or 
the stability of the citizens 
and the guests in this coun- 
try," the statement added. 

The Public Security 
Department urged citizens 
to bring forward any avail- 
able information on the car 


used in the attack, whether 
among the car mechanics 
or the shops that fix car 
windshields and, public or 
private hospitals to. inform 
the nearest police station, 
in order to help identify the 
perpetrators. 

Moshe Levin and 
Amikam Hadar were dri- 
ving their rented car in the 
Deir Ghbar neighbourhood 
of Amman when gunmen 
opened fire on them. Many 
Israeli diplomats, including 
Ambassador Oded Eran, 
live in Deir Ghbar. 

Police agents sealed the 


place and started searching 
for evidence and interview- 
ing eyewitnesses in the 
area. 

Security was increased 
around the Israeli embassy 
in the Rabiyeh suburb and 
the visa section was closed 
for the day. 

The previously unknown 
Jordanian Islamic Resis- 
tance group claimed in a 
statement that was sent to 
Western news agencies in 
the Lebanese capital, 
Beirut their responsibility 
for the attack and warned 
of further attacks. 

“Our action was a 
response to the practices of 
the Zionist enemy against 
the peoples of Jordan, 
Palestine, and Lebanon,” 
the one page-statement 
said. 

It added that the ambush 
was carried out by the 
“Ahmad Dakamseh Muja- 
hedeen Commando Unit.” 
adopting the name of the 
Jordanian army corporal 
who killed seven Israeli 
schoolgirls on March 13. 

Cpl. Dakamseh was tried 
and sentenced by a military 
court to life imprisonment. 

“We will continue the 
military action against the 
Zionist presence on our 
land unless the members of 
the Israeli embassy leave 
within one month starting 
from today,” Agence 
France Presse quoted the 
statement as saying. 

“Death awaits you in our 

(Continued on page 7) 


Officials say Cabinet made 
decision on suspension of 
non-complying weeklies 


Annan calls for ‘courageous 
decisions’ on Middle East 


By Caroline Faraj and 
Amy Henderson 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Secretary 
General of the Ministry- of 
Information and Acting 
Director General of the 
Press and Publications 
Department Mohammad 
Amin, who is overseeing 
the review of all newspa- 
pers' financial status, 
denied knowledge that the 
government has taken a 
decision to suspend the 
publication of several 
weekly newspapers after 
deeming them non -comply- 
ing with the temporary’ 
Press and Publications 
Uw. 


Mr. Amin told the Jordan 
Times last night that the 
ministry had come to "no 
conclusion” regarding the 
future of the weeklies in 
question. 

"Until now. we have 
taken no decision on this 
issue, we have not present- 
ed any recommendations 
and we. in fact, have not 
finished our review." he 
said. 

According to Mr. Amin, 
the committee has exam- 
ined "only two-thirds of the 
submitted documents." 

Official sources yesterday 
confirmed to the Jordan 
Times that the government 
has taken a decision to sus- 
pend the publication of sev~ 


eral weekly newspapers 
after ruling them not in 
compliance with amend- 
ments made in May to the 
1993 Press and Publica- 
tions Law. 

The sources, who spoke 
on condition of anonymity, 
said that the government 
decided to close the papers 
after the ministry’s legal, 
financial and technical 
committee, appointed last 
month to examine the 
weeklies' financial docu- 
ments, had concluded its 
investigation of the news- 
papers' status. 

According to the sources, 
the Ministry of Information 

(Continued on page 7) 


UNITED NATIONS 
(.AFP) — U.N. Secretary- 
General Kofi Annan on 
Monday called for “coura- 
geous decisions" by Israel 
and Palestinians to restore 
the Middle East peace 
process. 

In a speech to world 
leaders at the U.N. Gener- 
al Assembly session, Mr. 
Annan said that “the inter- 
national community can- 
not but view with grave 
concern the mounting 
threats to the Israeli-Pales- 
tinian peace process.” 

“We call on all sides to 
take the courageous deci- 
sions required to reestab- 
lish mutual confidence 
and rededicate themselves 
to achieving a lasting 
peace.” 

Palestinian negotiators 
and advisors to Israeli 
Prime Minister Benyamiu 
Netanyahu are expected 


this week in Washington 
for talks with U.S. offi- 
cials on relaunching the 
peace process. 

The talks are in prepara- 
tion for a meetings at the 
end of September at U.N. 
headquarters in New York 
between Israeli Foreign 
Minister David Levy and 
the Palestinian “number 
two,” Mobmmad Abbas, 
also known as Abu M;i/cn. 

Israeli-PalvMmum peace 
talks have been frozen 
since Israel began con- 
struction in March on a 
housing project for 30,000 
Israelis in east Jerusalem, 
which Palestinians want as 
the capital of a future 
state. 

A recent mission to the 
region by U.S. Secretary 
of State Madeleine 
Albright failed to break 
the deadlock. 


Israel sweeps West Bank for ‘suspects’ 


Combined agency 
dispatches 

SEVERAL PALESTINIAN 
towns and villages as well 
as the Palestinian-ruled city 
of Nablus w ere ringed by a 
major deployment of Israeli 
forces Monday which 
included elite paratroop 
units, undercover agents 
and police backed up by 
helicopters, Palestinian 
sources said 

Israel also barred resi- 
dents from Palestinian-con- 
trolled towns in the north 
from travelling across the 
Allenby Bridge into Jordan, 
the sources said 


The army announced 
Sunday that dozens of sus- 
pects had been arrested dur- 
ing the first Few hours of 
the sweep which was 

launched before dawn. 

The Israeli press service 
"Itim" quoted military 
sources as saying dozens 
more had been arrested 
before dawn Monday, but 
an army spokesman 

declined to confirm this and 
Palestinian sources spoke 
only of several additional 

persons detained. 

The operation came as 
prime Minister Benyamin 
Netanyahu announced that 
the government had proof 


showing that five suicide 
bombers who carried out 
two attacks in Jerusalem on 
July 30 and September 4 
came from the Palestinian 
territories. 

Palestinian National 
Authority' IPNA) President 
Yasser Arafat challenged 
Mr. Netanyahu Monday to 
prove his assertion that sui- 
cide bombers who killed 20 
Israelis came from Palestin- 
ian areas. 

"Give me the proof. He 
knows it is coming from the 
outside,” Mr. Arafat told 
reporters in the PNA-ruled 
Gaza Strip. 

Mr. Netanyahu told 


reporters travelling with 
him in Austria Sunday that 
Israel was sure the attackers 
had not come from abroad, 
as had been said in some 
reports. 

“On that issue I can again 
confirm, 100 per cent, that 
the suicide bombers that 
committed the last two 
attacks came from the area 
of Yesha and did not come 
from abroad,” Mr. 
Netanyahu said. 

“Yesha” is the Hebrew 
acronym for the West Bank 
and Gaza Strip, though 
sometimes Israelis intend 
only the West Bank when 
they use the term. It was 


unclear from the remarks 
broadcast on Israel Radio 
what Mr. Netanyahu 
intended. 

Israel demanded Monday 
that the PNA hand over four 
Islamists accused of 
involvement in "terrorist 
acts" against Israelis, the 
radio reported. 

Three of the Palestinians 
are suspects in a bomb 
attack on a Tel Aviv cafe 
last March which left three 
dead, in the kidnapping and 
killing of a soldier and in 
ibe killin g of eight other 
Israelis. 

(Continued on page 7) 



His Royal Highness Crown Prince Hassan bids farewell to Czech President Vaclav 
Havel at the King Hussein Bridge, Monday. Mr. Havel is due to meet with Israeli and 
Palestinian officials before he heads back home in a few days (Photo by Yousef 'Allan) 

Havel concludes ‘historic’ visit, 
sets off to Israel, PNA territories 


AMMAN (Petra) — 
Czech President Vaclav 
Havel Monday concluded 
his three-day state visit to 
Jordan by describing it as 
‘historic’ and saying the 
visit aimed at bolstering 
Jordanian-Czech relations 
in both the political and 
economic fields. 

The Czech president was 
seen off at the King Hus- 
sein Bridge by His Royal 
Highness Crown Prince 
Hassan, Minister of Indus- 
try. Trade and Supply Hani 
MuUd, the Czech ambas- 
sador to Jordan and senior 
officials. Mr. Havel will 
be also travelling to the 
Palestinian territories to 


meet with Palestinian 
President Yasser Arafat at 
a later date. 

Addressing a press con- 
ference at the Jordan Inter- 
Continental Hotel before 
his departure to Israel, the 
president reiterated his 
country’s backing for the 
Middle East peace process 
and expressed his coun- 
try’s concern over the dif- 
ficulties it currently faces. 

Mr. Havel warned 
against allowing the 
minority to impose its 
agenda on the majority of 
people who seek peace and 
referred to the shooting of 
two Israeli embassy offi- 
cials in Amman Monday 


morning, describing the 
incidenr as a terrorist 
attack and stressing that 
such attack should not be 
an excuse for halting the 
peace process. 

Mr. Havel paid tribute to 
His Majesty King Hus- 
sein’s efforts towards the 
establishment of peace and 
stability for Jordan and the 
whole region noting that 
he has extended an invita- 
tion to the King and Queen 
Noor to visit the Czech 
Republic next spring. 

Mr. Havel expressed 
delight over his meeting 

(Continued on page 7) 


Jordan-EU to sign association 

i 

accord in Brussels, November 


By Amy Henderson and 

Fairouz Abu-Ghazaleh 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Jordan will sign 
the long-awaited association 
agreement with the European 
Union (EU) in November in 
Brussels, Deputy Prime Min- 
ister for Development Affairs 
and Minister of State for 
Prime Ministry Affairs Jawad 
Anani announced yesterday. 

Dr. Anani praised the con- 
clusion of the agreement as 
the instrument which will 
“deliver Jordan to a new siage 
in economic development and 
introduce the country to the 
era of international agree- 
ments characterised by com- 
prehensive relations with EU 
countries.” 

“This will have a profound 
effect on the Jordanian econo- 
my,” he said. It is expected 
that the agreement will 
encourage more European 
direct investment in the coun- 
try, facilitate technology trans- 
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fer and lead to free access to 
EU markets for the country’s 
industrial and agricultural 
products. The agreement will 
be effective as of Jan. 1 . 1 999. 

However, many in Jordan's 
industrial, pharmaceutical and 
agricultural sectors have com- 
plained that, under the agree- 
ment, they will have few 
export opportunities, due to 
strict rules of origin, and that 


they will no longer be able to 
compete on “home turf' with 
European products. 

In an interview with the Jor- 
.dan Tunes yesterday, Dl 
A nani countered that "{the 
agreement] will change the 
Jordanian economy from an 
import economy, where 
we receive red carpet 

(Continued (hi page 7) 


Algerian gunmen killed by police in shootout 


ALGIERS (AFP) — Alger- 
ian security forces killed 
six Islamic extremists after 
they had ambushed and 
murdered three civilians 
near the eastern town of 
Tlemcen, the daily A1 
Khabar reported Monday. 

The incident happened 
after the extremists had 
erected one of the false 
checkpoints they model on 
those of the security forces 
on the road from Ouled 
Mimoun to ’Ain Talout, 
near Tlemcen, Friday. 

Another group attacked a 
village near Sidi Yahia. also 
in the Tlemcen region, 
overnight Saturday smash- 
ing television sets and loot- 
ing food supplies, accord- 
ing to the newspaper. 

The paper also reported 
that a “terrorist group” 


attacked the village of Tafs- 
ra in the same region 
overnight last Wednesday, 
but fled when residents 
managed to alert the securi- 
ty forces. 

A spate of massacres 
linked to Islamic extrem- 
ism, mainly targeting 
remote villages, has 
claimed hundreds of civil- 
ian lives in recent months. 

Newspapers on Monday 
put the death toll in the lat- 
esr massacre in a village in 
the Medea region south of 
Algiers overnight Friday at 
between 37 and 45. 

The massacre was first 
reported Sunday in Le Soir 
D’Algerie. which then said 
53 people, mainly women 
and children, had been 
killed. Their throats were 
cut. 


It follows a two-week 
period of relative calm in a 
five-year old war waged by 
Islamic extremist groups 
trying to overthrow the mil- 
itary-backed secular gov- 
ernment. 

Security forces, accused 
by opposition groups of not 
doing enough to counter the 
violence, seem to have 
stepped up their offensive, 
killing around 20 in the last 
few days, mainly in the 
suburbs of Algiers. 

There were no reports of 
prisoners being taken. 

President Liamine Zer- 
oual, on an official visit to 
Jordan, said Monday in 
Amman that his govern- 
ment was determined to 
“wipe out terrorism." 
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A worker washes blood from the road and police investigate the scene after two Israeli embassy guards 
were shot by gunmen in Amman Monday. The Israeli Foreign Ministry indentified the two wounded 
embassy workers as Moshe Levine and Amikan Hadar (Reuters photo) 


Kuwaiti MP, barred from U.S. 
meetings, demands explanation 


KUWAIT CITY (AFP) — 
A Kuwaiti MP barred from 
attending official meetings, 
during a visit to Washing- 
ton because of his alleged 
links with “terrorism" is 
demanding a full explana- 
tion, a newspaper said 
Monday. 

MP Hassan Jawhar 
accompanied a parliamen- 
tary delegation to Washing- 
ton last week but the local 
press said the U.S. State 
Department barred him 
from official meetings, 
including with Congress, 
because "of alleged “terror- 
ist” links. 

“I will not be silent. I 


have waited for two days 
for what Parliamentary 
Speaker Ahmad A1 
Saadoun has to say. specifi- 
cally after his meeting with 
the American Ambassador" 
Ryan Crocker, Mr. Jawhar 
told A1 Rai A1 Aam. 

“The issue is not over. It 
concerns the national 
assembly. It is a matter of 
harming parliament before 
it is a personal issue,” said 
the Shiite Muslim MP, who 
was contacted while still 
abroad. 

Asked about the allega- 
tions of terrorism, Mr. 
Jawhar said: “I don’t know 
what the basis for this is or 


what evidence they pos- 
sess.” 

The U.S. embassy Mon- 
day had no comment on the 
issue. 

Mr. Jawhar said he was 
issued a visa to the United 
States by the embassy with- 
out any indication he would 
be kept out of official meet- 
ings. although he said he 
attended other functions in 
Washington. 

The Kuwaiti delegation of 
four MPs left the United 
States bound for Venezuela 
Saturday after visiting New 
York and Washington. The 
delegation will aJso travel 
to Argentina. 


Qatari paper mocks Arab League 


DOHA (AFP) — A Qatari 
newspaper accused the Arab 
League on Monday of failing 
to draw up a united stand on 
links with Israel and mocked 
its resolutions as worthless. 

“To say its meetings arrive 
at united* positions is enough 
to make you feel pity,” said 
A1 Watan, which is close to 
the Foreign Ministry, in reac- 
tion to a meeting of Arab 
League foreign ministers in 
Cairo on Saturday and Sun- 
day. 

“Its meetings were full of 


confusion and ended up with 
a statement which aimed to 
please everybody," it said. 

A1 Watan said “Israel 
knows full well... that the 
[league] resolutions will have 
no efifect, just like always, 
and that any final decision 
will be taken in Washington, 
whether it concerns the peace 
process or the future of the 
region." 

After a heated debate, the 
Arab League decided to 
allow each member state to 
make up its own mind on 


whether to attend MENA 
economic summit in Doha 
with Israel on November 16- 
IS. 

Qatar said the conference 
was its “international com- 
mitment" and not linked to 
Arab League demands for a 
freeze in normalisation with 
Israel because of the dead- 
lock in the peace process. 

Several Arab countries 
have said they would boycott 
the economic conference 
because of Israel's participa- 
tion. 


Iran halls Arab decision to defy sanctions on Libya 


TEHRAN (AFP) — Iran 
Monday praised a decision by 
Arab countries to defy U.S.- 
led international sanctions 
against Libya, calling it a ges- 
ture of unity against Western 
powers. 

‘This decision not only 
shows a tendency towards 
unity in the Arab League, but 
also is a protest against the 
policies of Western powers, 
especially Britain said the 
United Stares,” state radio 
said. 

The move “can pave the 


way for the total lifting of all 
sanctions against Libya," it 
added 

Arab League foreign minis- 
ters decided on Sunday to 
defy the sanctions imposed 
on Libya by allowing planes 
carrying Libyan leader 
Muammar Qadbafi to land on 
their territory and authorising 
other flights for humanitarian 
and religious purposes. 

The international commu- 
nity has imposed an air and 
military ban on Libya since 
1992 over its refusal to hand 


over two suspects wanted in 
Britain and the United States 
in connection with the bomb- 
ing of a Pan Am plane over 
Lockerbie, Scotland, in 1988. 
which killed 270 people. 

Iran itself faces a unilateral 
U.S. embargo for its alleged 
sponsorship of international 
terrorism and efforts to pro- 
cure nuclear weapons. 

In August 1996, the United 
States decided to infli ct sanc- 
tions on foreign companies 
making hefty investments in 
Iranian or Libyan oil industry. 


Turkish 

army 

needs 

$150b 

for 

upgrade 


ANKARA l AFP) — The 
Turkish army will need 
$150 billion over the next 
25-30 years to modernise 
its forces, a top general 
said Monday. The funds 
will serve to upgrade 
equipment and defence 
systems used by the armed 
forces, the second largest 
in NATO after the United 
States, according to Gener- 
al Vural Avar, a key planner 
at the array headquarters. 

General Avar made the 
announcement during a 
seminar on the defence 
industry in Ankara. He said 
that top priorities would be 
addressed over the next 
decade, including the pur- 
chase or joint-venture pro- 
duction of helicopters, 
planes, battle tanks, 
frigates, and submarines, 
he added. In addition to 
multi-role and transport 
helicopters, the army needs 
145 attack helicopters, 
which they plan to produce 
over the next 1 0 years 
through a $3 billion joint- 
venture programme, with a 
partner who was not yet 
known. 

The first 1 0-year phase is 
due to cost $31 billion. In 
addition to going on alert 
recently on the disputed 
island of Cyprus, the army 
is also engaged in opera- 
tions against the Kurdish 
minority in southeastern 
Turkey. 


Egypt prosecutor takes newspaper 
editor to trial for defaming minister 


CAIRO (AP) — A state 
prosecutor Monday 

ordered the editor of an 
opposition newspaper, four 
writers and a cartoonist to 
stand trial for allegedly 
defaming Interior Minister 
Hassan Al Alfy, 

The newspaper A1 Shaab 
“repeatedly directed their 
insults and false accusa- 
tions toward the minister 
and the ministry in order to 
tarnish the government's 
image,” said the prosecu- 
tor, Abu A1 Nasr Othman. 

“If there was any truth to 
A1 Shaab’s published 
accusations, the minis ter 


would have been punished 
and hated by his country- 
men,” Mr. Othman added. 

He said A1 Shaab editor 
Magdi Ahmad Hussein and 
the other journalists would 
be tried in a criminal court 

No trial date has yet been 
set 

A1 Shaab, the mouth- 
piece of the Islamic-orient- 
ed Labour Party, has been 
attacking Mr. Alfy for 
weeks, alleging that the 
minister has protected 
drug traffickers and made 
business deals with sus- 
pects. 

Mr. Alfy denied the alle- 


gations and took material 
he claims will prove his 
innocence to the prosecu- 
tor, whom he asked to 
begin libel proceedings. 

Mr. Hussein last year 
was found guilty of 
libelling Mr. Ally’s two 
sons and was sentenced to 
two years in prison and a 
fine of $600 the case is on 
appeal. 

The writers named in the 
latest libel case are SaJah 
Bedewi, Mohammad 
Hamdi A3 Shami, Adel 
Hussein and Hoda Mecca- 
wi, and the cartoonist is 
Issam A1 Sharkawi, the 


prosecutor’s office said. 

A1 Shaab is published 
twice a week and has a cir- 
culation of about 130,000. 

Earlier, the prosecutor 
general took the unusual 
step of banning Egyptian 
publications from writing 
about the case until a deci- 
sion had been made on 
whether to initiate a libel 
action. 

A Cairo court then 
banned the distribution of 
three issues of A1 Shaab 
after it violated the order 
and published several arti- 
cles on Mr. Alfy. 


Iraq’s 
grounded 
airline 
improvises 
to stay afloat 


BAGHDAD (AFP) — 
State-owned Iraqi Airways 
is improvising to stay 
afloat under U.N. sanc- 
tions by selling hamburg- 
ers, organising bus tours 
and sharing its technical 
expertise with the rail- 
ways. 

The grounded carrier has 
set up outlets around the 
country for the sale of food 
products, ranging from 
hamburgers to pastries. 

The goods, which come 
from the kitchens of Iraqi 
Airways, “are very much 
in demand from consumers 
because of the high quality 
and low prices,” said Abu 
Ramez, one of the airline’s 
agents in Baghdad. 

Rabih Mohammad Saleh, 
the company's director 
general, told the newspa- 
per A1 Qadissiyah that 
such operations were 
aimed at keeping die tech- 
nical staff on the payroll. 

Iraqi Airways has also 
opened a communications 
and a translation centre for 
Iraqi businessmen, while 
organising bus tours for 
tourists from Bahrain, 
France, India. Turkey and 
Malaysia to visit archaeo- 
logical and religious sites. 

Many of die airline’s 
engineers have been sec- 
onded to the health min- 
istry to repair precision 
tools while others are ser- 
vicing the trains of Iraqi 
railways, said Mr. Saleb. 

Iraqi Airways has been 
grounded since the U.N. 
sanctions were imposed 
after the August 1990 inva- 
sion of Kuwait. It has lost 
hundreds of millions of 
dollars because of the 
embargo. 

The fleet is made up of 
25 aircraft, including 10 
Airbus planes. Six Iraqi 
civilian planes were shel- 
tered in Jordan, four in 
Tunisia and five in Iran 
during the 1991 Gulf war 
which evicted Iraq’s troops 
from Kuwait 


Greek-Cypriot, Tlirkish-Cypriot 
leaders to hold security talks 


NICOSIA (AFP) — Greek 
and Turldsh-Cy prior lead- 
ers are to meet here Friday 
to discuss security issues 
under U.N. auspices, the 
United Nations said Mon- 
day. 

Cypriot President Glaf- 
cos Clerides, a Greek 
Cypriot, and Turkish- 
Cypriot leader Rauf Denk- 
tash will meet in the pres- 
ence of U.N. Permanent 
Representative to Cyprus 
Gustave Feissel at his 
home in the divided capi- 
tal, Nicosia. 

The talks will begin at 
5:00 p.m. without precon- 
ditions and without an 
agenda more specific than 


security matters, the U.N. 
said in a news release. 

U.S. Secretary of State 
Madeleine Albright 

announced during a 

stopover in the southern 
city of Lamaca Sept. 5 that 
Mr. Denktash and Mr. 
Clerides would hold talks 
soon after U.S. envoy 
Thomas Miller met with 
the two leaders. 

Mr. Denktash and Mr. 
Clerides met in July and 
August in New York state 
and in Montreux, Switzer- 
land, under UJN. sponsor- 
ship to discuss now to 
reach a political settlement 
to die 23-year division of 
the eastern Mediterranean 


island. 

They committed them- 
selves July 31 to finding 
out what happened to the 
Cypriots missing during 
inter-communal conflict 
on the island and the 1974 
Turkish invasion, by 
agreeing to exchange 
information. 

Cyprus has been divided 
since Turkey invaded the 
northern third following a 
coup in Nicosia aimed at 
uniting the island with 
Greece. 

The north proclaimed 
independence in 1983 but 
is recognised only by 
Turkey, which has 35,000 
troops stationed there. 


Iran needs strong forces 
against threats — Khatami 


TEHRAN (R) — Iran Tues- 
day commemorated its eight- 
year war. against Iraq with a ■ 
call by President Mohammad 
Khatami for powerful ^med ^ 
forces to confront threats to ’ 
regional security. 

Mr. Khatami, speaking to 
thousands of people at a 
parade of elite military units 
in Tehran, identified the 
threats as the LIS. naval pres- 
ence in the Gulf and joint 
naval exercises by the United 
States, Israel and Turkey. 

The presence of foreign 
fleets in the Persian Gulf... 
and the joint military exercise 
by America, Turkey and 
IsraeL. are threats against the 
security of the region,” he 
said. 

“As long as there are 
threats, we must keep ready. 
Our armed forces should stay 
powerful” 

Iran is often critical of the 
UJS. Fifth Fleet, which keeps 
a force of about 20 warships 
in the Gulf, and has com- 
plained about joint naval 
exercises planned by U.S„ 
Turkish and Israeli forces in 
the eastern Mediterranean in 
November: 

Mr. Khatami a moderate 
Shiite Muslim clergyman 
who took over the presidency 
last month after a landslide 


election victory, said Iran 
would not take part in con- 
, flicts but it would not tolerate 
interference in its internal 
( affairs. 

“Islamic Iran abstains from 
conflicts but at the same time 
will not tolerate interference 
in its internal affairs,” Mr. 
Khatami said 
“Relying on its armed 
forces, the country is fully 
prepared to defend its territo- 
rial integrity and indepen- 
dence" he added 
Mr. Khatami’s remarks to 
thousands of people in the 
capital’s Azadi (freedom) 
Square marked the start of 
“sacred defence week,'’ an 
annual commemoration of 
the Iran-Iraq war. 

The war began in Septem- 
ber 1980 after border skir- 
mishes erupted into a full- 
scale Iraqi invasion. Iran said 
it had been instigated by 
Western powers to stifle its 
Islamic revolution. 

When it ended in a U.N.- 
brokered ceasefire in August 
1988, up to a million people 
had been killed, according to 
Western military experts. 

Mr. Khatami said indepen- 
dent and freedom-seekin g 
nations, including Iran, were 
continuously threatened by 
“the hegemonic and expan- 


sionist powers of the world 
which mandates us to 
Strengthen our aimed forces.” 

“These threats will last as 
long as we insist on our inde- 
pendence arid freedom." he 
said 

Mr Khatami said the hero- 
ic resistance put up during 
die war had forced Iran’s 
enemies to take a more cau- 
tious approach towards the 
Islamic republic. 

Prior to the speech, army 
helicopters showered flowers 
over tiie parade watched by 
thousands of people waving 
flags. 

Afterwards, groups of Shi- 
ite clerics, young children 
and disabled war veterans in 
military uniforms stepped on 
U.S. and Israeli flags painted 
on the road 

Selected units of the army 
and Revolutionary Guard 
marched past followed by 
locally-made tanks and 
armoured personnel carriers, 
missile-launchers, anti-air- 
craft guns, Scud-B missiles, 
fighter and transport aircraft 
and helicopters. 

A force of more titan 
200,000 ground air and 
naval troops are taking part in 
a week of live-fire exercises 
in the Gulf as part of the 
commemoration. 
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CHURCHES 


Tel. 637440. 

De la Salle Church Tel. 
661757. 

Terra Sancta Church Tel. 
622366 

Anglican Church Tel. 652826. 
Armenian Catholic Church 
Tel. 771331. 

Armenian Orthodox Church 
Tel. 775261. 

SL Ephraim Church Tel. 
771751. 

Amman International Church 

Tel. 5516245 

Evangelical Lutheran Church 

Tel. 824328. 

German-speaking Evangelical 
Congregation Tel. 845457 
The Latter-Day Saints Tel. 
654932. 

Church of Nazarene Tel. 
675691. 

The Evangelical Local Church 

in Amman Tel. 811295 

English-speaking 

Latin Catholics Parish TeL 

614190. 


winds northwesterly moderate to 
active. In Aqaba, winds will be 
northerly moderate to active and 
seas calm. 


Dn Ahmad Qanu 


-281484 


Amman .,.,....16/28 

Aqaba 22/34 

Deserts ....14/31 


AJ Quds pharmacy — ( — i 

ZARQA: 

Dr. Mazen Safarini 985832 

Khalifeh pharmacy 985417 


Jordan Television —7731 1 1 

Radio Jordan 774111 

Water Authority 680100 

Jordan Electricity Authority 
815615 


and Special Surgery — 865199 
ZARQA: 

Zanp Govt Hospital (09)983323 


17 JO Chicago, Amsterdam (RJ1 
Other Flights 

08:00 Cairo (MSI 


Jordan Valley 21/33 


Yesterday's high temperatures: 
Amman 28. Aqaba 34 Humidi- 
ty readings: Amman 43 per 
cent. Aqaba 46 percent. 


SL Mary of Nazareth Church 
SweiBeh. Tel. 810740 
Assemblies of God Church 
Tel. 632785. 

SL Joseph Church Tel. 624590 
Church of the Annunciation 


WEATHER 


Bulletin supplied by the Depart- 
ment of Meteorology 
Moderate summer weather con- 
ditions will prevail during [be 
day becoming cool at night with 


USEFUL 

TELEPHONE 

NUMBERS 

NIGHT DUH’ 

AMMAN: 

Dr. Mazen Nbalr 830435 

Dc Fayez Dahhas 759155 

Dr. Adrian Zaghloul 898140 

Dr. Fakher Bilbecd 5522233 

Ferdows pharmacy 778336 

Al Asema pharmacy ..-637055 

A1 Satan pharmacy 636730 

Yacoub pharmacy -,.,644945 
Shmeisani pharmacy -.637660 
Nairoukh pharmacy .—623672 
Najib pharmacy .-.847632 

IRBID: 


EMERGENCIES 

Food Control Centre -.63711 1 
Civil Defence Dept — -66111 1 
Civil Defence Immediate Res- 
cue 630341 

Civil Defence Emergency ..199 
Rescue FOlice 192, 621111, 
637777 

Fire Brigade 617101 

Blood Bank 775121 

Highway Police 843402 

Itaffic Police 896390 

Public Security Department 

-.630321 

Hotel Complaints 605800 

Price Complaints 661 176 

Water and Sewerage Com- 
plaints 897467 

A mman Munkipality Com- 
plaints -—-——787 111 

Telephone Information (direc- 
tory assistance}—.-.. — ..... 121 

Overseas Calls 010230 

Central Amman TUepbone 

Repairs -623101 

Abdali Telephone Repairs 
661 101 


Electric Power Company 
636381 

RJ Flight Information 

0853200 

Queen Afia Inti. Airport 08- 

53200 


HOSPITALS 


AMMAN: 

Hussein Medical Centre 
813813/32 

Khahdi Maternity— .644281/6 

Akfleh Maternity -64244 1/2 

Jabal Amman Maternity 

642362 


Zarqa 

National Hospital 
roownnwr 

Ibn Sina Hospital ..(09)986732 
Al Hilcma Modem Hospital 

<n919QftOQO 

IRBID: 

Princess 

Basnu Hospital 

[02)275555 

Greek 

Catholic Hospital 

(nc.)T7r>75 

Ibn Al 

Nafees Hospital 
._ -(02)247100 


12:00 — Riyadh (SV) 

1330 — Dubai (EK) 

15:4<L Istnabul (TK) 

16:45! -Doha CGF) 

17:05 Kievi6U) 

2030 Tel Aviv (LY I 

21:50 -Aden (TV) 

22J5 XamacatCY) 

22:45 Amsterdam (KL) 

23:55 -Bucharest (RO) 

00:25 Jakarta (GA) 

02:00 -Roroe(AZ) 

03:25 - -London (BA) 


(RJ) 

11:15 ....-Amsterdam, Montreal 
Toronto (RJ) 

11:25 Vienna, Frankfurt (RJ) 

12:10 Brussels, Paris (RJ) 

12:15 Cairo (RJ) 

13:05 — -.London (RJ) 

13:05 .Geneva, Madrid (RJ) 

20125 Jeddah (RJ) 

20:40 -...Damascus (RJ) 

20:45 Bahrain, Doha (RJ) 

21 KM) ....Abu Dhabi, Dubai (RJ) 


FOR THE TRAVELLER 
QUEEN ALIA 
AIRPORT 


Malhas, J. Amman 636140 

Palestine, Shmeisani -..607071 
Shtne&ani Hospital — 669131 

University Hospital 845845 

AI-MnaKber Hospital 667227/9 
The Islamic, AlJdflh 666126/37 

Ai-AhR, Abdali 664164/6 

SaBan, Al-Mnbgjreen 777101/3 
AJ-BasUr .775111/26 


ARRIVALS 


Royal Jordanian OKI) Flights 

07:05..- Damascus (RJ) 

07:05 Sanaa (RJ) 

07:45 Abu Dhabi (RJ) 


Anny,Marka ^91611/15 

Queen AUa Hospital 
602240/50 

Amal Hospital 674155 

The Arab Centre for Heart 


09&5 -..-Beirut (RJ) 

09*.40 -..Muscat, Dubai (RJ) 

09:45 Doha, Bahrain (RJ) 

HfcOQ Aqaba (add) (RJ) 

16:15 Cairo (RJ) 

1630 — London (RJ) 


Royal Wings (RW) Flights 

07:45 Aqaba (RW) 

09:05 -.Amman (QAIA) (RW) 
09-.50 Amman (Marka Airport) 
(RW) 

17:20 -Tel Aviv (RW) 

18:30 .... Amman (QAIA) (RW) 

21:20 Aqaba (RW) 

22£0 Amman (Marka Airport) 
(RW) 


Other Flights 

03:30 Riyadh (SV) 

09:00 - Cairo (MS) 

16:40 Istanbul (TK) 

18:00 - Doha(BJ) 

18:05 Kievtflfi 

19:15 -Dubai ^0 

21:50 Tfel Aviv 

22:50 AdeoO^t! 

(Xh55 .... Bucharest (KP) 

01:25 — —London (GA); 


a 


01:30 Arosteidani 

03:00 — Athens 

03 DO R ome 
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16:40 —New York, Amsterdam (RJ) 


departures 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 

Beirut (RJ) 

07:30 Aqaba (RJ) 

°8:00 Amsterdam, New York 


Royal Wings (RW) Ftigb* 
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08:15 Aqaba I 

09 JO --Amman (QAIA) I 
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PRIME MINISTER VISITS INCOME TAX DEPARTMENT: Prime Minister 
Abdnl Salam Majall Monday visits the Income Tax Department, where he is 
briefed by Director General Mansonr Haddadin on the department's activities. Dr. 
Majali called for improving the department’s performance (Petra photo) 

; Health minister threatens 
legal action if nurses strike 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Minister 
of Health and Medical Care 
Asbraf Kurdi has threat- 
ened to take legal action to 
ensure* that the country’s 
nurses will not cany out 
work stoppages starting on 
OcL 4. on the grounds that 
a strike would harm 
humanitarian services and 
the care of patients in hos- 
pitals and health centres. 

£ The local AI Arab A1 
c Yawni daily quoted the 
minister as saying that his 
ministry is ready for dia- 
logue with the nurses’ asso- 
ciation and that work stop- 
pages and strikes can serve 
no purpose. 

The minister did not 
reveal the nature of the 
legal action to be taken 
against the strikers. 

The Jordan Nurses Asso- 
ciation (JNA) has threat- 
ened work stoppages at the 
various government-con- 


trolled hospitals and health 
centres on Oct. 4, stating 
that they will stop work on 
that day for a two-hour 
period, which will gradual- 
ly increase until an open 
strike is carried out on Oct 
11, should the Ministry of 
Health and Medical Care 
fail to respond to the nurs- 
es’ demands. 

They are asking for a 25 
per cent raise in the nurses’ 
and midwives’ allowance, 
which is calculated on the 
basic salary in accordance 
with a memorandum of 
understanding reached with 
the government last year, 
according to the daily 
paper’s report. 

The nurses are also 
demanding a 60 per cent 
overtime work allowance 
and the cancellation of an 
order that the nurses pay 
JD5 for lunch at their 
places of work. 


Dr. Kurdi announced 
Sunday that the ministry 
cancelled the JD5 in August 
of this year, saying that the 
step was taken to improve 
the nurses’ working condi- 
tions. 

JNA spokesperson 
Hashem Salameh said the 
cancellation was a step in 
the right direction but was 
not enough, adding that the 
association hopes the min- 
istry will respond to their 
other demands. 

According to the associa- 
tion, work stoppages will 
be observed as follows: 
Oct.' 4: work stops 

between 8 a.m. and 10 am 
OcL 6: work stops four 
hours starting at 8 a.m. 

Ocl S: work stops from 7 
a.m. to 3 p.m. (entire day) 
Oct. 11: open strike. 


National clean-up campaign to focus 
public attention on environment 


By Nadia Mukhlis 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — A national 
clean-up campaign will take 
place SepL 25-26 under the 
organisation of the Jordan 
Environment Society (JES), 
which is representing the 
Kingdom for the fifth con- 
secutive year in a world- 
wide effort, JES official 
Mahmoud Omari said. 

The campaign aims at 
bringing the public’s atten- 
tion to preserving the envi- 
ronment through a concen- 
tration and unification of 
national efforts, public par- 
I ticipation, and by showing 
citizens optional ways of 
dealing with daily environ- 
mentaf issues, Mr. Omari 
explained. 

JES is a volunteer organi- 
sation of 4,300 members 
and includes 75 govern- 
mental and non-govern- 
mental organisations, he 
said. 

This year, 22 national 
branches will collect solid 
wastes for recycling at areas 


such as touristic and archae- 
ological sites, rivers, 
runoffs, forests, and sides of 
main roads, he added 

The society will also hand 
out waste bags for picnick- 
ers, special waste bags for 
cars, and brochures about 
their efforts, he said 

This year’s camp aign, 
expected to involve 40 mil- 
lion people in over 110 
countries, is organised by 
the Australia-based envi- 
ronmental organisation 
Clean Up the World he stal- 
ed 

Jordan is one of the Arab 
countries taking pan in the 
event, along with Lebanon, 
Egypt, Kuwait and the 
United Arab Emirates. 

The Thursday activities 
will stan at 8:30 a.m. at the 
JES headquarters and will 
include Ajloun, Jerash, the 
Dead Sea. and Zai, Mr. 
Omari said 

“Friday will be dedicated 
to Dabin National Park," he 
added 

The problems of waste 
management and the need 


for waste reduction are 
common to communities 
the world over, especially in 
developing countries where 
these problems pose serious 
threats to the community’s 
health and standard of Irv- 
ing. Mr. Omari explained 

Much can be done to 
increase awareness of the 
magnitude of these prob- 
lems and to encourage indi- 
viduals to be responsible for 
their personal behaviour, he 
stated. 

Clean-up campaigns are 
one of die simplest and 
most effective means of 
tackling these issues and 
raising awareness of the 
importance of nature, be 
added 

Groups in any town, city 
or village can register as an 
official organisation com- 
mittee by contacting the 
organisers and completing a 
letter of understanding, 
which provides details of 
the local activities, the 
assistance given by the 
organisation, and the oblig- 
ations of participants. 


WHAT’S GOING ON 


DARATALFUNUN 
SUMMER ‘97 
FESTIVAL 

* Play entitled “Um A1 
Rababikia” at the court- 
yard of die Byzantine 
church at 8:00 p.m. 

* Graphics by Rafa 
Nasiri of Iraq, Ziad DaJ- 
kral of Syria, and Najia 
Mehadji at die South Hall. 

* Paintings by Jordanian 
artist Mohammad Qailoka 
at the Middle Hall. 

* Sculpture, drawings, 
and paintings by Jordanian 
artist Rajwa Ali. 

* Works by contempo- 
rary Arab artists at the 
Slue House. 

* Paintings by children 
of Zarqa reflecting on the 
Problem of pollution at the 
Byzantine church. 

FILMS 

* American film **A Car- 


riage Known as Desire”- at 
Abdul Hameed Shoman 
Foundation, Jabal Amman 
at 7:00 p.m. 

* “Trainspotting” at the 
British Council, Jabal 
Amman, at 6:00 p.m. 

CHINESE FILM 
FESTIVAL 

* “Death of a Beauty” 
(with subtitles in Arabic) 
at the Royal Cultural Cen- 
tre at 8:00 p.m. 

EXHIBITIONS 

* “The Projects of the 
Essence: Aspects of Italian 
Painting in the 90s” at the 
Royal Cultural Centre, 
until OcL 2. 

* Works by Khlief Mah- 
moud Khlief at Hamoura- 
bi Art Gallery, Gardens 
Street, until OcL 2 (Tel. 
5536098). 

* Works by Syrian artist 


Fateh Moudarres at Balad- 
na Art Gallery. Gardens 
Street until SepL 25 (Tel. 
5537598). 

* Exhibition of pho- 
tographs about the life of 
Chilean poet Pablo Neru- 
da at Instituto Cervantes, 
Jabal Amman until Sept 
23. 

* Works by Darleen 
Wilkerson entitled “Arab 
Madinas in Batik” at the 
Jordan Crafts Develop- 
ment Centre (A1 Aydi), 
Jabal Amman, Second 
Circle, until SepL 25 (Tel. 
644555). 

* Paintings exhibition 
entitled “La Radioactivite' 
“ ai the French Cultural 
Centre, until SepL 30. 

* Paintings by Palestin- 
ian artists entitled “Pales- 
tine the Reality and the 
Dream” at the Jordan 
National Gallery of Fine 
Arts, until OcL 2 (except 
Tuesdays). 


Pro-government party loses 25 
members in en masse resignation 


By Francesca Ciriaci 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Formed 
from the merger of nine 
parties after intense 
negotiations and official- 
ly licensed only four 
months ago. the National 
Constitutional Party 
(NCP) is facing its first 
internal crisis, with an en 
masse resignation of 25 
members from its Irbid 
branch. 

The resignees cited 
“undemocratic proce- 
dures in the party’s deci- 
sion-making process” as 


the main reason behind 
their decision, NCP 
spokesperson and Deputy 
Secretary General for 
Information Affairs 
Hakim Kheir said Mon- 
day. 

“We are in a transition- 
al phase, in the process of 
building our party, but 
we are trying to act in the 
most democratic ways,” 
Mr. Kheir added, stress- 
ing that the party will 
spare no effort in trying 
to “make direct contacts 
[with the resignees] in 
order to convince them to 
retract their resigna- 


Aqaba free of animal 
epidemics — minister 


AMMAN (Petra) — Minis- 
ter of Agriculture Mijhem 
Khreisha Monday 

announced that die port of 
Aqaba is free of epidemics 
affecting animals, due to 
quarantine regulations and 
related measures adopted in 
the govemoraie. 

The minister spoke at the 
opening of a four-day confer- 
ence on fighting epidemics, 
which was attended by Her 
Royal Highness Princess 
Aisheh Bint AI Hussein and 
delegates from IS Arab 
states. 

The Rome-based U-N. 
Food and Agriculture Organ- 
isation (FAQ) has helped Jor- 
dan establish an early warn- 
ing system to report the out- 
break of epidemics affecting 
animals, the minis ter said. 

He added that the system 
will become operational 
soon. 

The Ministry of Agricul- 
ture is giving top priority to 
animal health and is intensi- 
fying veterinary services to 
prevent outbreaks "of dis- 


eases, he explained, stressing 
the importance of ensuring 
healthy livestock to guaran- 
tee food security. 

The ministry has estab- 
lished a specialised laborato- 
ry to rest both locally-pro- 
duced and imported veteri- 
nary medicines and to carry 
out inoculations at farms, he 
added. 

According to Mukhles 
Haddadin. head of die Veteri- 
nary Department at the min- 
istry and chairman of a com- 
mittee that organised the con- 
ference, the topics to be dis- 
cussed at the meeting mainly 
concern animal health and 
epidemics in the Middle East 
region, with a special focus 
on mad cow disease. 

The participants in the con- 
ference, which was oiganised 
by the International Epi- 
demics Bureau, will visit a 
number of projects in Jordan. 

The participants represent 
Arab stares, as well as 
, Afghanistan, Turkey. France, 
Australia, and the Nether- 
lands. " 


Japan donates sewing 
equipment to local 
charity association 


AMMAN f J.T.) — The gov- 
ernment of Japan has granted 
the Sweileh branch of die 
Circassian Charity Associa- 
tion $11*341 to help finance 
the purchase of sewing 
machines and other needle- 
work equipment, according 
ro a Japanese embassy press 
release Monday. 

An agreement to this effect 
was signed at the associa- 
tion’s Sweileh premises 
Monday by Japanese ambas- 
sador Takayuki Kim ura and 
Hasan Khourma, president 
of the association, the state- 
ment continued. 

The Circassian Charity 
Association has been work- 
ing in the field of supporting 
load communities in Jordan 
since its establishment in 
1959. The Sweileh centre’s 
activities are mainly geared 
to providing training to help 
women of low-income fami- 
lies learn sewing and handi- 
craft skills and enable them 
to generate income and 
improve their living stan- 
dard. the announcement 
read. 

The equipment provided 
will help upgrade the cen- 
tre’s training services and 
meet the women’s eager 
demand for learning higher 
skills, according to the state- 
ment 

This grant is the first for 
the Sweileh area under the 
Japanese Grant Assistance 
for Grassroots Projects 
(GAGP) since it was intro- 


duced into Jordan in 1993, 
and the third in a series in 
Jordan for Japanese fiscal 
year 1997. The first was 
$90,600 grant to AI Farouq 
Society for Orphan’s Care in 
Irbid for the purchase of 
medical equipment and the 
second was a $49,256 grant 
to the Royal Society for the 
Conservation of Nature to 
help finance a conservation 
project for the rare Nubian 
ibex, the statement contin- 
ued. 

Through this scheme, 
Japan has so far donated 
$2251,944 to non-govern- 
mental organisations 

(NGOs) and local communi- 
ties, in addition to the gener- 
al assistance to the govern- 
ment The grant has been 
mainly to NGOs, research 
institutes, hospitals and local 
governments with emphasis 
on such areas as primary 
health care, poverty relief, 
basic job training, women in 
development projects, the 
environment primary educa- 
tion, and assistance for the 
disabled, the press release 
read 

In remarks following the 
signing ceremony, Mr. 
Kimura said: “We' believe 
that NGOs in Jordan play an 
important role in developing 
and supporting in coopera- 
tion with the government of 
Jordan. The government of 
Japan will continue to extend 
support to such organisations 
in need of assistance.” 


Ministry to employ 
jobless in factories 


IRBID (Petra) — Minister 
of Social Development 
Mohammad Kheir 

Maraser said the ministry 
is doing its best to allevi- 
ate the suffering of the 
poor and the unemployed 
through the National Aid 
Fund. 

Speaking during a meet- 
ing with head of social 


development departments 
at the Irbid Municipal 
HalL Dr. Mamser said the 
ministry will start employ- 
ing people in factories and 
companies, in cooperation 
with the ministries of 
labour and municipal and 
rural affairs and the envi- 


tions.” 

According to Mr. Kheir, 
the 25 announced their 
resignations to the Arabic 
press first, and their offi- 
cial resignation letters 
were received later by 
NCP Secretary General 
Abdul Hadi Majali dur- 
ing a closed-door Execu- 
tive Council meeting 
held Saturday. 

Expressing his and the 
party’s “great respect” 
for the resigning mem- 
bers and their leader, 
Ghazi Nahhar, Mr. Kheir 
said their contributions 
were highly valued and 


needed, “especially at 
this time, when we are 
laying the foundations of 
the party.” 

Before the merger, Mr. 
Nahhar was a member of 
the Executive Committee 
of the Reawakening 
Party, which was under 
the leadership of former 
Deputy Prime Minister 
Abdul* Ra’ouf Rawabdeh, 
currently NCP deputy 
secretary general. 

The NCP is due to 
ann ounce its platform 
and list of candidates for 
the Nov. 4 elections in a 
press conference to be 


held Saturday afternoon. 
Mr. Majali told the Jor- 
dan Times yesterday. 

“We hope that the 
resignees will rejoin 
forces with us soon,” Mr. 
Kheir commented, 

adding that “regardless 
of the outcome [of the 
party’s attempts to con- 
vince them to retract 
their resignations], the 
party will continue its 
struggle to establish 
itself.” 


Tribes' selections of candidates 
for elections nearly complete 


By Francesca Ciriaci 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — With three 
weeks to the start of candi- 
dates’ registration in the 
Kingdom’s 12 gover- 
norates, tribes are complet- 
ing the process of nomina- 
tion of their candidates. 

With the withdrawal from 
the race of the Muslim 
Brotherhood and nine 
opposition parties, and a 
boycott by the Union of 
Professional Associations 
and two pressure groups of 
independent personalities, 
tribes are dominating the 
scene of preparations for 
the Nov. 4 polls. 

While some have pro- 
ceeded to no minati on by 
acclamation, other tribes 
have organised by-electioos 
to choose the candidates 
who will officially register, 
starting OcL 10 and lasting 
for three days, according to 
Article 21 of the 1986 Elec- 
tions Law. 

Nine hundred members of 
the 3,000-strong Obeidat 
tribe, from the northern dis- 
trict of Raratha, voted 
Monday in two rounds of 
elections held from the 
morning until night. 

According to a prominent 
tribe member, the three 
candidates who won the 
first round were Saleh. Ali, 
and Ghazi ObeidaL 

The resulis of the second 
round of elections, howev- 
er, were not immediately 
available. 


For Kerak’s Majali tribe, 
one of the largest tribes in 
the south of the Kingdom, 
nomination by acclamation 
of former minister Abdul 
Hadi Majali as the tribe’s 
candidate two weeks ago 
led to what was defined by 
a rival candidate as “a divi- 
sion within the tribe.” 

Amjad Hazza Majali 
. decided to challenge Abdul 
Hadi Majali and run in the 
elections, coo. 

A similar “division” hap- 
pened in the numerous 
Zohi tribe, mainly voting 
in Ramtha. The two most 
prominent of the approxi- 
mately ten possible candi- 
dates, Adnan ZoTti and for- 
mer deputy Fawaz Zo*bi, 
will have to share their 
tribe's votes. 

Madaba’s Bani Hamidah, 
in central Jordan, with 
more than 30,000 estimated 
members, chose five candi- 
dates, a leading tribe mem- 
ber told the Jordan Times. 

The Bani Hamidah ’s can- 
didates are Jamal 
Rawakhneh, former minis- 
ter of labour Abdul Hafez 
Shakhanbeh, Ali Hroub, 
professor at Mutah Univer- 
sity, gynaecologist Abdul 
Latif Tawalbah, and engi- 
neer Ali Abu Rubeha. 

According to local 
reports, the Bani Hassan 
have so far agreed on five 
candidates to field in the 
newly created Jerash dis- 
trict Khalaf Khawaldeh, 
Sami Khawaldeh, Adnan 
Harashneh, KhaJed 


Ka’aran, and Mifleh 
Raheemi, who is viewed as 
the favourite by political 
commentators. 

The same tribe has also 
fielded candidates from 
other districts, including 
Mikhled Zawahra. to run in 
Zarqa. 

Apart from tribal candi- 
dates to be elected in each 
districL the Elections Law 
allocates special quotae to 
the bedouins of the north- 
ern. central, and southern 
areas, who elect two repre- 
sentatives each. 

According to the final list 
of registered voters recently 
released by the Ministry of 
Interior, the central-area 
bedouins entitled to collect 
tbeir voting cards and go to 
the polls number around 

35.000. while registered 
voters in southern bedouin 
areas approach 30,000 and 
northern bedouins who reg- 
istered in the 1997 elections 
are slightly more than 

40.000. 

The main northern tribes 
— Bani Khaled, Masa’aid, 
ShurfaL Zbed. Sardiah. and 
Aissa — are expected to 
field up to 15 candidates, 
local Arabic press reports 
said. 

Among the most probable 
candidates for the central 
bedouins’ seats. local 
observers have indicated 
lawyer Bassam' Zeben, 
entrepreneur Fathi Jaradat, 
and a woman candidate, 
Ousaf Ka'abneh. 


New Syrian border post draws 
ire of residents at old crossing 


By Rana Husseini 

Jordan Tunes Staff reporter 

AMMAN — Inhabitants of 
Ramtha, the only border 
crossing for 70 years 
between Jordan and Syria, 
are distressed following 
the inauguration last 
month of a new crossing 
point 20 kilometres east of 
the town, near Mafraq. 

According to Mafraq 
Mayor Abdul Aziz Thiya- 
baL the new border cross- 
ing will affect more than 
2,000 people in Ramtha 
who earned a living from 
the old border posL 

“We have been contact- 
ing government officials 
for the past four years to 
explain the losses that will 
occur and asked for solu- 
tions, but we never 
received a positive 
response,” Mr. Thiyabat 
said. 

The new crossing, locat- 
ed on the main highway 
linking the two countries, 
was built by the Ministry 
of Public Works and Hous- 
ing on 2,500 dunums of 
land near the village of 
Jaber, 90 kilometres north 
of Amman. 

The new post is designat- 
ed to receive trucks haul- 
ing cargo to and from Syria 
and other countries. Pri- 
vate and passenger vehi- 
cles have the option of 
using either the old or the 
new posL 

Mr. Thiyabat said many 


passengers at the Ramtha 
crossing were complaining 
that the tough searches by 
custom officials were 
causing longer crossing 
times. 

‘It is clear that this treat- 
ment is meant to force pas- 
sengers to use the new bor- 
der. Then the government 
will close the Ramtha bor- 
der by claiming that no one 
uses it,” Mr. Thiyabat 
charged. 

However, according to 
Secretary General of the 
Ministry of Interior 
Hashem Sabbagh, the new 
border was bufit to “serve 
the public’s interesL and 
improve the services and 
facilities that were insuffi- 
cient at the old border.” 

“Any change will be met 
with resistance in the 
beginning, but in the end 
people will understand that 
change and improvement 
is only meant for their ben- 
efit” Mr. Sabbagh told the 
Jordan Times. 

Mr. Thiyabat said in 
addition to the financial 
losses, there are also social 
problems that will surface 
in the Ramtha community 
and its neighbour Dara’ in 
Syria. 

“There are mutual busi- 
ness and social ties 
between citizens of both 
sides. Many are wed to 
each other, and the new 
regulations will definitely 
cause many social prob- 
lems for families who 


reside on the border points, 
because many will either 
be jobless or will have to 
move to the new location,” 
he added. 

President of the Ramtha 
Chamber of Commerce 
Nawaf Etier said many 
merchants, clearing com- 
pany owners, and workers 
complained that the Jaber 
border had resulted in 
financial losses. 

“None of the 70,000 peo- 
ple who reside in Ramtha 
have benefited from this 
change, and we plead to 
the government to find an 
alternative solution for this 
problem, which is going to 
increase poveny and 
unemployment in our com- 
munity,” Mr. Etier said. 

He explained that the 
many clearing company 
owners are having difficul- 
ties finding spots in the 
new border. In addition, he 
maintained, many workers 
and merchants cannot 
afford to pay for trans- 
portation daily to travel the 
20 kilometre distance 
between the two crossings. 

Work on the Jaber post 
began in August 1991 and 
was completed in June 
1995 at a cost of JDI 0 mil- 
lion. 

The delay in inaugurat- 
ing the new post resulted 
from a controversy over 
the planned closing of the 
original border crossing to 
Syria at Ramtha. 
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Milosevic’s leftists headed for 
victory in Serbian elections 


BELGRADE fR) — 
Serbia’s leftist alliance 
seemed set Monday to 
retain power for four more 
years despite a swing 
towards extreme national- 
ists, according to initial 
results of presidential and 
parliamentary elections. 

Zoran Lilic, the presiden- 
tial candidate fielded by 
Yugoslav President 

Slobodan Milosevics ruling 
leftist alliance, was winning 
some 40 per cent of the vote 
with more than 30 per cent 
counted. 

Trailing behind was ultra- 
nationalist Serbian Radical- 
Party (SRS) leader Vojislav' 
Seselj with between 28 and 
30 per cent. 

Vuk Draskovic, leader of 
the Serbian Renewal 
Movement (SPO). was third 
with 2 1 to 25 per cent of the 
votes. 

Initial results from 
Sunday’s voting confirmed 
earlier speculation that the 
contest would go to a runoff 
between Mr. Lilic and the 
increasingly popular. Seselj 
on Oct. 5. when moderate 
voters were expected to tilt 
the balance in Mr. Lilic's 
favour. { 

In elections for the 250- 


seat parliament, the ruling 
leftist coalition, comprising 
the SPS, the Yugoslav 
United Left led by Mr. 
Milosevic’s influential wife 
Miijana Markovic, and 
Nova Demokratija. was also 
headed for victory but 
falling short of an outright 
majority. 

Trailing behind was the 
SRS. which appeared to 
have benefited the most 
from a boycott by two of the 
main opposition parries that 
accused Mr. Milosevic of 
rigging the voting system 
with changes to the elec- 
toral law. 

The government raised 
the number of electoral 
regions from nine to 29, 
thus reducing the influence 
of large towns and cities 
that swung to the opposition 
in local elections last year. 
The government tried to 
overturn those results but 
was forced to reinstate them 
under huge opposition and 
international pressure. 

In the parliamentary poll 
the ruling coalition was 
winning 40 per cent of the 
votes, the radicals up to 30 
per cent and the Draskovic's 
SPO up to 25 per cent, 
according to data released 


by various party campaign 
head quarters. 

The Organisation for 
Security and Cooperation in 
Europe (OSCE), which is 
monitoring the polls — 
though with only 200 
observers — was quoted as 
saying the vote appeared to 
have gone smoothly. 

“At this moment we can 
say, apart from minor com- 
plaints, there were no seri- 
ous problems during voting 
which on the whole passed 
peacefully,” OSCE spokes- 
woman Melissa Fleming 
told Tanjug news agency 
shortly after polls closed 
Sunday evening. 

The OSCE was due to 
make a fuller evaluation of 
the elections at a news con- 
ference at 1030 GMT, when 
the parties were also due to 
announce preliminary 
results. 

Without releasing exact 
figures, the Republican 
Election Commission said 
late Sunday that the turnout 
was “massive" and declared 
the elections a success two 
hours after the polls closed. 

Radio Belgrade reported 
an average turnout of about 
60 per cent in towns across 
Serbia, excluding the 


province of Kosovo where 
majority Albanians boy- 
cotted the polls. 

For the presidential poll 
the turnout could be crucial, 
jtince over 50 per cent is 
required by law to validate 
the vote. One aim of the 
opposition boycott was to 
bring the turnout below the 
50 per cent mark. 

Voters were choosing a 
replacement for Mr. 
Milosevic as Serbian presi- 
dent after he switched to the 
presidency of Federal 
Yugoslavia in June because 
he was constitutionally 
barred from a third term as 
Serbian leader, his power 
base for a decade. 

Mr. Lilic, who he replaced 
as Yugoslav head of state, is 
regarded as totally loyal to 
Mr. Milosevic. 

Though he was forced to 
reinstate opposition victo- 
ries in last November's 
municipal polls, . Mr. 
Milosevic has since largely 
ignored demands by the 
West for reforms including 
media freedom, agreement 
with the opposition on elec- 
tion procedures and a judi- 
ciary without political con- 
trols. 


Plavsic’s Bosnia Police score major gain 


BANJA LUKA, Bosnia fR) 
— A vital police post which 
has so far served the 
Bosnian Serb hardliners 
loyal to indicted war crimi- 
nal Radovan Karadzic 
pledged loyalty to moderate 
President Biljana Plavsic 
Sunday, police sources said. 

The pledge of loyalty by 
the police force in Pmjavor, 
60 kilometres east of Baiya 
Luka, Ms. Plavsic’s north- 
west stronghold, followed 
replacements of public 
security and police leader- 
ship by her minister of the 
interior, the sources said. 

interior Minister Marko 
Pavic appointed Milan Jelic 
as head of the centre and 
Brane Susak as head of 
police, sources in the police 
told Reuters. Former chiefs 
were appointed to new 
duties, the sources said. 

Changes in the police 
began in early August when 
Ms. Plavsic’s security took 
over the main police build- 
ing in Banja Luka, raising 
the stakes in her power 
struggle with Mr. Karadzic 


and his ally Momcilo 
Krajisnik, who controlled 
the Bosnian Serb Police. 

Mr. Krajinsik is also the 
Serb member of the 
Bosnian three-man presi- 
dency but he has neglected 
his duties over the past two 
months to fight against Ms. 
Plavsic, risking impeach- 
ment by the high represen- 
tative for Bosnia, Carlos 
Westendorp. 

Ms. Plavsic has accused 
both men of crime and cor- 
ruption and blocking the 
Dayton peace process for 
their personal gains. The 
pro-Dayton stand won her 
backing by Western govern- 
ments. 

As a result the ruling hard- 
line SDS party lost the 
September local elections in 
Banja Luka. 

The power struggle start- 
ed this summer when Ms. 
Plavsic sacked Mr. 
Krajisnik’s protege Dragan 
Kijac and appointed Milan 
Pavic as the new minister of 
the interior. 

Several police stations in 


the region expressed loyalty 
to Ms. Plavsic as well as 
parts of border and rail 
police, personal bodyguards 
and a special anti-terrorist 
unit 

Most of the Bosnian Serb 
army, including the most 
powerful fighting unit, the 
1st Krajina Corps, also 
threw their weight behind 
Ms. Plavsic. 

Pmjavor was the last big 
police station loyal to the 
hardliners in the region, and 
strategically important since 
it straddled the main road 
linking western and eastern 
Bosnian Serb lands and 
neighbouring Yugoslavia. 

The only remaining police 
station in the region loyal to 
the hardliners is in Doboj, 
which is now isolated on the 
border with the Muslim- 
Croat Federation. 

Western officials could 
not confirm or deny of the 
takeover which apparently 
went peacefully and without 
the presence of NATO-led 
peacekeeping forces or 
LT.N. police. 


“Pmjavor seems plausible 
but we are not so sure about 
Doboj. If Pmjavor goes (for 
Ms. Plavsic) that’s a good 
sign," a senior Western offi- 
cial in Sarajevo told 
Reuters. 

“That means that most of 
northern Bosnia would go 
to Ms. Plavsic. Probably 
Pale would lose control of 
northern Bosnia which is 
most of the (Bosnian Serb) 
population,” he said refer- 
ring to the hardliners’ 
mountain stronghold near 
Sarajevo. 

The takeover comes two 
days after a visit to Ms. 
Plavsic by Jovica Stanisic. 
the powerful chief of 
Serbian state security and 
confidante of Yugoslav 
President Slobodan 

Milosevic, the patron of 
Bosnian Seibs. 

The West and especially 
the United States have told 
Ml Milosevic to “get off 
the fence" and back Ms. 
Plavsic. 


Jail demanded for S. Korean president’s son 


SEOUL (R) — South 
Korean prosecutors 
Monday called for a seven- 
year jail term for President 
Kim Young-Sam's son on 
charges of bribery and tax 
evasion. 

In a further blow to the 
president's dwindling pres- 
tige in his last months of 
rule, prosecutors also 
demanded Kim Hyun-Chul 
be made to pay 4.77 billion 
won ($5.23 million) in 
penalties. 

Senior prosecutor Lee 
Hoon-Kyu told a seoul 
criminal court the corrup- 
tion scandal involving the 
president's second son and a 
former top intelligence offi- 
cial, Kim Ki-Sup, “disap- 
pointed and shocked" South 
Koreans. 

Ml Kim Ki-Sup, a close 
associate of the president's 
son, is charged with manag- 
ing money for the 38-year- 
old son and receiving 150 
million won in bribes from a 
businessman to help obtain a 
cable television licence. 

The prosecution asked the 
court to jail the intelligence 
official for three years and 
impose penalties of 150 
million won. 

“A severe legal judgement 
must be imposed on the 
defendants so that this 
shameful incident will not 
be repeated ever again," Mr. 
Lee told the court. 

A verdict in the case was 
set for Oct. 13. Mr. Kim 
Hyun-Ch ill’s arrest last May 
and trial has damaged the 
credibility of his father, who 
has been reduced to a lame 
duck ahead of presidential 
elections on Dec. IS. 

The president’s image was 
already hurt by a loan scan- 
dal involving the failed 
Hanbo Steel Co. 

President Kim is constitu- 
tionally baned from seeking 



Prosecutors in Seoul Monday demanded a seven-year 
jail term for Kim Hyun-Chul, second son of President 
Kim Young-Sam, pictured here in this May 1997 file 
photo (Reuter photo) 


reelectiou. 

Hanbo’s collapse in 
January shed light on a web 
of corruption involving 
politicians, bankers and 
businessmen. The founder 
of Hanbo, presidential 
aides, politicians and top 
bankers have been jailed for 
involvement in the scandal. 

Opposition parties also 


alleged Kim Hyun-Chul 
pressured banks to keep 
loans flowing to Hanbo 
Steel. South Korea’s second- 
largest steelmaker. Prosecu- 
tors cleared Mr. Kim Hyun- 
Chul of any wrongdoing in 
the Hanbo affair. 

Mr. Kim Hyun-Chul 
admitted accepting more 
than six billion won from 


business associates in other 
cases but denied the money 
constituted bribes. “I was 
never asked for favours in 
return for money I 
received,” he told the court 

The prosecution charged 
Mr. Kim Hyun-Chul took 
kickbacks of more than 3.2 
biUion won in return for 
favours, including obtaining 
the cable television licence, 
a highway fast-food fran- 
chise and fixing a court 
case. 

He is also charged with 
evading taxes on 1.4 billion 
won he accepted as gifts. 

Mr. Lee said the prosecu- 
tion hoped the corruption 
case would help promote 
democracy in South Korea 
by “showing that the rule of 
laws exists and that even a 
son of a head of state will be 
punished if he violates 
laws.” 

Mr. Kim Hyun-Chul. with 
his head bowed, said he 
regretted causing a “furore" 
and that he would accept 
any punishment. 

The younger Kim, nick- 
named “the crown prince" 
by the local media, took his 
first kickback shortly after 
his father came to office in 
February 1993. according to 
the prosecution. 

He was also accused of 
using false-name accounts 
to accept money from busi- 
nessmen, although one of 
his father’s first acts was a 
ban on such accounts as part 
of anti-graft measures. 

Business associates of Mr. 
Kim Hyun-Chul have testi- 
fied that they either man- 
aged his money or gave 
money to him to finance his 
“activities." 

The younger Kira ran a 
political organisation that 
helped get his father elected 
as the country’s first civilian 
head of state in 1992. 




Russia 
red-faced as 
Mir computer 
fails 


KOROLYOV (R) — The 
main computer aboard the 
troubled Mir space station 
broke down Monday just as 
NASA’s top official was 
heading for Russia for talks 
on the craft's safety record. 

A Russian mission con- 
trol spokeswoman said the 
reasons for the failure, 
which occurred at 5.37 
a.m., were not immediately 
known. The U.S. -Russian 
crew were not in danger. 

The station's gyrodines 
; — devices that keep it 
aligned to the Sun to soak 
up maximum energy — 
were partially switching 
off, she said by telephone 
from mission control, 
which is based at Korolyov 
near Moscow. Another 
spokesman said most ener- 
gy-consuming devices had 
been switched off to con- 
serve power. 

Yevgeny Zaitsev, a Rus- 
sian life support system ex- 
pert, said: “The orientation 
of Mir has changed and now 
there are limits on energy." 

The malfunction comes 
at an embarrassing time for 
Russian space officials 
who were scheduled to host 
NASA administrator. 
Daniel Goldin for talks 
Monday on safety stan- 
dards on the ageing station. 

"The timing is bail” Rus- 
sian Space Agency, spokes- 
man Anatoly Tkachev said 
by telephone. “But it is 
always bad when some- 
thing breaks down." 

Mr. Goldin was sched- 
uled to arrive later Monday 
from the United States and 
go straight to a meeting 
with Russian Space 
Agency chief, Yuri Koptev. 
Other NASA officials will 
also attend. 

U.S. Vice President AI 
Gore is also in Russia for 
talks with Prime Minister 
Viktor Chernomyrdin 
which are expected to 
cover space cooperation. 

Interfax news agency has 
said they are to sign four 
accords, including a de- 
tailed plan of work on the 
new international Alpha 
space station. 

Russia's ability to meet 
its promises on the $ 100- 
billion project has been in 
doubt since Moscow post- 
poned the launch of the 
first module, which it is to 
manufacture, to June 1998 
from November this year. 

But since then top 
Russian officials have 
pledged there would be no 
more delays and necessary 
ftmding would be- granted. 

Alpha, to be built in sta- 
ges by 2003. is due to rep- 
lace Mir. which is the 
world’s only orbiting labo- 
ratory. 

U.S. legislators have 
expressed concern about 
Mb’s safety record but 
Moscow and NASA have 
been upbeat despite a series 
of problems. The U.S. 
shuttle Atlantis is due to 
dock with Mir on Sept. 28. 

Mir’s main computer has 
failed several times in 
recent months. 


Japanese premier apologises 
as tainted minister resigns 


TOKYO (R) — A Japanese 
minister promoted to the 
cabinet despite a criminal 
record resigned under pres- 
sure Monday as Prime 
Minister Ryu taro Hashimoto 
apologised but scrambled to 
put the appointment behind 
him. 

Koko Sato, head of the 
management and coordina- 
tion agency, tendered his 
resignation to Mr. 
Hashimoto after just 11 days 
on the job during which he 
resisted calls to step down 
over a 1970s bribery convic- 
tion. 

“My choice to resign is to 
avoid further confusion in 
national politics, whatever 
reasons there may be. Mr. 
Sato said. 

Mr. Sato’s resignation, 
which came after an angry 
public reaction to his 
appointment prompted even 
fellow lawmakers from the 
Liberal Democratic Party 
(LDP) to drop their support 
leaves Mr. Hashimoto with 
political fallout. 

T would like to frankly 
apologise to the people for 
causing confusion in nation- 
al politics, Mr. Hashimoto 


told a news conference after 
accepting Mr. Sato's resig- 
nation. 

Despite facing criticism 
for appointing a convicted 
felon to head a mini stry in 
charge of governmental 
reform, Mr. Hashimoto dis- 
missed suggestions he take 
further political responsibili- 
ty. 

“1 want to take the lead in 
carrying out administrative 
reforms in a wav that will 


satisfy the general public. 
Mr. Hashimoto said. "I 


believe that’s my responsi- 
bility. 

According to a nationwide 
opinion poll conducted by 
the Asahi Shimbun. a major 
daily, 76 per cent of respon- 
dents said Mr. Hashimoto 
bore "grave responsibility 
for appointing Mr. Sato to 
die cabinet. 

Politicians across the spec- 
trum blasted the appoint- 
ment of Mr. Sato, who was 
convicted of taking a two 
million yen ($8,000 at the 
time) bribe in the 1970s 
Lockheed payoff scandal 
when he was a junior trans- 
port ministry official. 

Shigeru Ito, the chief sec- 


Unionists to face Sinn Fein today 


LONDON (AFP) — Pro- 
testant Unionists and Sinn 
Fein Republicans will face 
each other round the negoti- 
ating table Tuesday for the 
first time since the partition- 
ing of Ireland in 1921. 

For the Ulster Unionist 
(UUP), Northern Ireland's 
biggest party, the meeting 
has one primary objective — 
getting Sinn Fein, the politi- 
cal wing of the Irish 
Republican Army (IRA), 
expelled from the multi- 
party peace talks on the 
province's future. 

Its leaders want to “con- 
front and expose" Sinn Fein, 
however distasteful the 
prospect of the meeting with 
the republicans might be. 

A Sinn Fein spokesman 
commented “fair enough" if 
that was the only way 
Unionists would get into the 
same room with them. 

UUP leader David Trimble 
wants the republicans out 
because he argues the IRA 
has rejected calls for disarm- 
ing in tandem with peace 
talks and was involved in the 
bombing of the border town 
of Markethill last Tuesday. 

A splinter group of the 
IRA, the Continuity Army 
Council claimed responsibil- 
ity for the Markethill blast. 


It is a pre-condition of the 
talks that parties agree to use 
exclusively peaceful means. 

tTUP sources privately 
admit their demands are 
unlikely to be met. The 
smaller loyalist parties have 
remained in the talks since 
they starred in June last year 
despite acts of terrorism car- 
ried out by paramilitary 
groups linked to them. 

Union ist M P Ken Magin- 
nis told Ki t radio in Dublin 
that even if the party failed 
to get Sinn Fein thrown out 
“we won’t run away from 
the process. We’re not going 
to abandon the political 
stage. We want to make 
progress. We want political 
stability. We want peace." 

The Unionists recognise 
that British Prime Minister 
Tony Blair is determined to 
achieve a new constitutional 
settlement in Northern Ire- 
land whether the Unionists 
like it or noL 

He has set a May deadline 
for a referendum offering a 
devolved parliament and 
strengthened cross border 
links and Mr.Trimble and his 
fellow Unionists do not warn 
to miss the boat. 

All five Unionist parties 
have till now forsworn sit- 
ting down at the same table 


as Sinn Fein, who were 
allowed inro talks after the 
IRA called a ceasefire on 
July 20. They have also 
insisted that they will not 
negotiate with Sinn Fein, but 
Tuesday's meeting with 
Adams is almost certain to 
lead to them doing just that 
Two fringe loyalist parties, 
the Progressive Unionist 
Party and Ulster Democratic 
Party, are expected to follow 
the UUP into the room. Only 
Ian Paisley's Democratic 
Unionists and Robert 
McCartney's UK Unionists 
are boycotting the talks. 

Mr. Trimble has descried 
the prospect of meeting Mr. 
Adams as “repulsive,” but 
the political stakes for him- 
self and rhe future are 
immense. Jeffry Donaldson, 
who represents the Lagan 
Valley for the 
explained: “We did give ■* 
commitment that we would 
confront Sinn Fein when 
appropriate and there is 110 
better issue to confront the® 
with than the question of 
their links with the IRA- 
But he insisted “I will not 
be accepting in any way that 
Sinn Fein is a legitima® 
democratic party." 


uiniiiHT trw» 


mjutTd 


^ 1 RrU,rr 


Members of the Electoral Commission search through ballots in a polling station in Belgrade. Serbia held presi- 
dential and parliamentary elections boycotted by major opposition parties, raising the likelihood that long-ruling 
leftists would return to power for another four years ("Reuter photo) 


retary of the Social 
Democratic Party, said 
Sunday that Mr. Sato's 
appointment “was a disser- 
vice to the Japanese people. 

For Mr. Hashimoto, the 
task is now to repair his 
power base to keep pushing 
the deregulation of the econ- 
omy that analysts say is vital 
to getting Japan out of its 
long slump. 

Mr. Sato, who claimed that 
voters had exonerated him 
by re-electing him to parlia- 
ment despite his 1976 arrest 
and 19S6 conviction, said he 
was tired of the constant 
media attention since his 
appointment on Sept. I i . 

“I will live freely under the 
blue sky from tomorrow, he 
said. 

At Monday’s news confer- 
ence. Mr. Hashimoto 
announced that Sadatoshi 
Ozato, former labour minis- 
ter and veteran politician 
from the LDP, would replace 
Mr. Sato. 

The 67-year-old Mr. Ozato 
served as a cabinet minister 
in charge of rebuilding the 
port city of Kobe devastated 
by a major earthquake in 
1995. 
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Australian woman has face reattached 


SYDNEY (R) — An 
Australian surgeon who led 
a 25-hour operation to reat- 
tach a woman’s face ripped 
off in an farm accident said 
Monday he was confident 
the operation would prove a 
success. 

The woman, a 28-year-old 
mother whose name has not 
been released was still in 
intensive care and under 
heavy sedation in 
Melbourne’s St. Vincent’s 
Hospital after a 25-hour 


operation last Tuesday and 
Wednesday. 

“We’re fairly confident 
that the whole of the face is 
surviving.” Professor 
Wayne Morrison told 
Reuters in a telephone inter- 
view. 

“The facial component is 
doing well. We’re not sure 
about the scalp but we’re 
not so worried about it.” 

Prof. Morrison said the 
woman’s face and scalp 
were torn off like a glove in 


the accident, which b^P" 
pened in a milking shed 
the country town ? 
Shepparton in 
state. Only her chin and g 
ear remained attached® ^ 
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Rescuers carry a commuter train passenger who was injured after two trains collided in Manila Monday. Seven 
people were killed and 300 injured when commuter trains collided in a Manila suburb, hurling passengers out of 
coaches, witnesses said (Reuter photo) 


7 dead, 300 injured in Manila rail crash 


MANILA (R) — Seven 
people were killed and more 
than 300 injured when a 
packed commuter train col- 
lided with two cars from 
another train that had bro- 
ken loose and rolled back- 
ward in a Manila suburb, 
officials and witnesses said. 

The two trains, which 
were so crowded that some 
passengers were on the 
rooftops, had both been 
heading into Manila on the 
same track when two coach- 
es from the lead train un- 
coupled while on a slight 
slope and began rolling 
backward, police and wit- 
nesses said. 

One of the coaches was 
lifted off the tracks by the 
impact and slammed into at 


PHNOM PENH (R) — Co- 
Premier Hun Sen left 
Cambodia Monday for an 
overseas trip without com- 
mitting to a planned stop at 
the U.N. after the world 
body delayed a decision on 
accepting his government's 
credentials, officials said. 

The second prime minister 
was scheduled to travel to 
Bangkok to meet Thai Prime 
Minister Chavalit Yongchai- 
yudh before proceeding to 
France for a private visit and 
then onto Japan. 

“He will go to Thailand. 
France and after that he will 
contact First Prime Minister 
Ung Huot and decide then 
whether to go to the U-N. in 
New York,” Secretary of 
State for Information Khieu 
Kanharith told Reuters. 

Mr. Ung Huot. who 
replaced ousted first Prime 
Minister Prince Norodom 
Ranariddh after Mr. Hun 
Sen deposed the prince on 
July 6. left Phnom Penh 
Sunday for New York to 
lobby for recognition of the 
coalition government 

The U.N. General Assem- 
bly's credentials committee 
Friday postponed a decision 
on whether to accept Mr. 
Hun Sen and Mr. Ung 
Huot's delegation or one 
headed by Prince Ranariddh. 

Cambodia's seat in the Ge- 
neral Assembly will remain 
vacant indefinitely, U.N. 
officials said. 


least four bouses in a slum 
that ran alongside the tracks 
in the Manila suburb of 
Paranaque, said witnesses. 

“I saw bodies flying out of 
the train. Some of them 
looked like students.” said 
housewife Josie Alba. 

"Other passengers just 
jumped out,” said Mrs. Al- 
ba. whose house was among 
those damaged. She said 
she saw one person with an 
arm missing, apparently cut 
off during die impact. 

No one in any of the hous- 
es was injured. 

Earlier reports had said 
about 100 passengers were 
aboard each train. Manila's 
three-coach trains are often 
packed to capacity and 
commuters riding on roof- 


Mr. Ung Huot. who is also 
foreign minister. Sunday 
slammed the U.N.’s decision 
to leave Cambodia’s seat 
vacant and called it an insult 
to Cambodia and King 
Norodom Sihanouk. 

King Sihanouk endorsed 
credentials for Mr. Ung 
Huot and Mr. Hun Sen to 
represent Cambodia at the 
U.N., but at the same time 
has said he still recognised 
his son. Prince Ranariddh, as 
first prime minister. 

Diplomats said they 
thought it was unlikely Mr. 
Hun Sen would go to New 
York unless Mr. Ung Huot 
made significant progress in 
gaining support for the 
Phnom Penh government. 

“He's keeping his options 
open, but it's unlikely there 
will be much progress with 
the lobbying effort,” said a 
Western diplomat. 

Mr. Hun Sen and Prince 
Ranariddh had shared power 
in a coalition government set 
up after U.N.-run elections 
in 1993 which cost the inter- 
national communirv some 
$2 billion. 

Meanwhile, more than 200 
Buddhist monks and nuns 
marched through central 
Phnom Penh Monday in 
support of King Sihanouk's 
pleas for peace in his strife- 
tom country. 

The march, which was 
joined by several dozen rep- 
resentatives of local non- 


tops is a common sight. 

Manila’s National Disas- 
ter Control Office said 315 
passengers were hurt, some 
of them seriously. 

The yard outside Mrs. 
Alba's house, which stood 
just one metre from the rail 
tracks, was splattered with 
the blood of passengers who 
had been thrown from Lhe 
coaches. 

One passenger who was 
pinned between coaches 
was given a cigarette by res- 
cuers. who then amputated 
his leg to free him, witness- 
es said. 

He was later flown to a 
hospital by helicopter. “Bo- 
dies were piled up between 
the coaches. Some of the 
faces were smashed.” res- 


govemmental organisations, 
was held to show support for 
the king’s efforts to promote 
peace and compromise bet- 
ween Cambodia’s leaders, 
said one organiser. Pen So- 
phan. 

King Sihanouk returned to 
Cambodia from ■ China, 
where he had been receiving 
medical treatment at the end 
of August. He was in China 
when his son was ousted by 
Mr. Hun Sen in a bloody 
coup in early July. 

The king is staying in the 
northwestern town of Siem 
reap where he is taking pan 
in prayers for peace. He has 
appealed for national recon- 
ciliation bur Mr. Hun Sen 
has turned down the king's 
offer to mediate in talks 
between Mr. Hun Sen and 
the deposed prince. 

Intermittent fighting bet- 
ween apposition forces loyal 
to Prince Ranariddh and go- 
vernment forces under Mr. 
Hun Sen has continued in 
various parts of the country 
since the prince was toppled. 

Mr. Hun Sen and Prince 
Ranariddh set up a power- 
sharing coalition after U.N.- 
run elections in 1993. 

Their administration was 
plagued by rows over the 
distribution of power bet- 
ween the co-premiers and 
competition over the alle- 
giance of defecting Khmer 
Rouge guerrilla units. 


cuer Benedicro Argao said. 

“1 saw the second train 
coming. When it smashed 
against ours, I was lucky the 
wall on our side was ripped 
open and I got out But there 
were a lot of people 
trapped,” said passenger 
Pascual Homer, who suf- 
fered minor injuries. 

Teresita Vale. 44, said the 
coaches decoupled from the 
lead locomotive as it 
climbed an incline. 

She heard the train's con- 
ductor frantically blowing 
his whistle as the two 
coaches raced in the reverse 
direction, she said. 

“1 just prayed so hard. The 
impact was so strong. My 
seat caved in and people fell 
on me.’' she said. 


Volunteers 
to test AIDS 
vaccine on 
themselves 
— report 

CHICAGO (AFP) — 
Members of a Chicago- 
based group of physicians 
have volunteered to 

become the first human 
guinea pigs to test a vac- 
cine made with a live but 
weakened strand of the 
AIDS virus, the Chicago 
Tribune reported. 

Fifty volunteers from 
around the world, includ- 
ing three who live in 
Chicago, have said they 
are willing to take a test 
vaccine as pan of a study 
in order to accelerate the 
development of a commer- 
cial vaccine, the newspa- 
per reported. 

Since there is no known 
cure for the AIDS virus, 
most research has focused 
on vaccines that do not 
contain a live virus. 

The physician advocacy 
group behind the effort, the 
International Association 
of Physicians in AIDS 
Care, has not given a date 
to begin the tests yet be- 
cause they will first meer 
with U.S. officials from the 
National Institutes of 
Health to inform them of 
their idea. 

The group will an- 
nounce a more detailed 
research plan in November 
at an international 
HIV/AlDS conference the 
group is hosting in Wa- 
shington, according to (he 
Tribune. 

The group wants the U.S. 
Food and Drug Adminis- 
tration to approve the stu- 
dy. A federal blessing 
would help them find a 
company willing to manu- 
facture a vaccine. 

However the group will 
proceed with the tests even 
if the government does not 
allow them to, according to 
study leader Charles Far- 
thing. 

“I would hope the physi- 
cian ground swell (of sup- 
port) is such that the FDA 
approval is not so slow,” 
Mr. Farthing told the Tri- 
bune. “Nobody has really 
pushed them that rhis is an 
important thing to do ” 


Coalition talk stirs U.K. Liberals’ conference 


EASTBOURNE (R) — Britain's Liberal 
Democrat Party, invigorated by its best 
election result, opens its annual conference 
Monday with some leaders urging rank- 
and-file members to accept the case for 
coalition government. 

Many delegates gathering at the southern 
England seaside resort of Eastbourne are 
deeply suspicious of moves by party leader 
Paddy Ashdown to forge closer links with 
the ruling Labour Party of Prime Minister 
Tony Blair. 

But two of the party's leading figures 
urged the Lib Dims, one ot whose principal 
political demands is a reform of Britain s 
first-past-the-post voting system, to accept 
that Proportional Representation iPR) 
would bring coalition in its wake. 

“Anyone who campaigns for PR but rules 
out coalition in any circumstances is suffer- 
ing from a serious logic deficit. Lord 
Richard Holme, co-ordinator of the party s 
campaign for Iasi May’s general election, 
told a pre-conference rally. 

“We have to accept some responsibility 


for the consequences of what we propose or 
we shall nor convince our fellow citizens 
that electoral reform is workable as well as 
desirable.” 

Roy Jenkins, party leader in the Upper 
House of Lords, said it was “essential in my 
view for Labour and the Liberal Democrats 
to work together... In a coalition” in the 
Scottish parliament to be set up following a 
referendum earlier this month. 

"People should not be afraid of coalitions. 
They are a feature, and often a very suc- 
cessful one, of all countries with PR” he 
said. 

The Liberal Democrats won 46 of the 659 
House of Commons seats at the May elec- 
tion, benefiting from the ami-Conservarive 
feeling which helped Labour into office 
with a 179-seat majority. 

But the euphoria of more than doubling 
their parliamentary representation has been 
tempered by worries among some members 
that Mr. Ashdown has moved too close to 
Mr. Blair. 


Hun Sen departs Cambodia 
with U.N. visit in limbo 


Shock win puts solidarity 


on road to power in Poland 


WARSAW (R) — Poland’s 
solidarity alliance stood rea- 
dy Monday to take power 
after a surprisingly clear 
victory over its arch-foes, 
the ruling former Commu- 
nists, in parliamentary elec- 
tions Sunday. 

Projections based on a 
sample of actual results 
from 1,000 polling stations 
showed that the Solidarity 
Election Action (AWS) won 
33.8 per cent of the vote 
against 26.8 per cent for the 
democratic left alliance 
(SLD) of reformed Commu- 
nists. 

The Liberal Freedom 
Union (UW), favoured by 
financial markets, came 
third with 13.4 per cent of 
the vote, giving it a chance 
to become kingmaker in the 
new parliament. 

Financial markets were 
surprised by the scale of the 
AWS victory, taking a mild- 
ly optimistic view. 

The zloty inched up as 
local banks were encour- 
aged by the UW’s result and 
the Central Bank stepped in 
to curb its rise by selling the 
Polish currency. Local bro- 
kers expected shares to edge 


up when the market opened 
later Monday. 

Western economists gave 
a cautious response, saying 
the AWS was an unknown 
entity but welcoming a visi- 
ble consolidation of the 
political scene and the 
UW’ s stronger hand. 

The markets' worst pre- 
vote fears, of a hung parlia- 
ment or the emergence of a 
more populist coalition in- 
fluenced by the protection- 
ist Peasant Party (PSL) or a 
radical rightist group, now 
seemed more remote. 

The good showing by the 
AWS and UW, both rooted 
in the solidarity trade union 
that toppled Communism in 
1989, was sweet revenge 
for its founder and former 
President Lech Walesa, who 
lost to a former Communist 
in the 1 995 presidential 
poll. 

Stepping back into the po- 
litical scene.Walesa vowed 
Monday to broker a quick 
coalition agreement bet- 
ween the liberal UW and 
the more traditionalist 
AWS. 

“I would like to invite the 
victorious leaders for 


Wednesday or Thursday at 
the Iatest....We will try to 
put everything in place...,” 
he told reporters. 

“We have to make the best 
use of this victory and push 
reforms forward.” 

Coalition talks may prove 
diffi cult, however, as the 
AWS is suspicious of some 
of UW’s liberal views on 
the economy. The defeated 
ex-Coramunists count on 
such a scenario, still hoping 
to woo the UW by offering 
its leader, former Finance 
Minister Leszek Balcero- 
wicz, the post of prime min- 
ister. 

But if die two post-soli- 
darity parties succeed, Wa- 
lesa's ex-Communist suc- 
cessor as president Aiek- 
sander Kwasniewski, faces 
the prospect of cohabitation 
with a hostile coalition. 

Although be initially said 
he would work with any 
viable government Kwas- 
niewski later signalled re- 
luctance to give the 
staunchly anti-Communist 
AWS the go-ahead to form 
a cabinet. 

Asked if he could ignore 
an unwritten that the biggest 


party automatically makes 
the first attempt to form a 
coalition, Mr. Kwasniewski 
told reporters: “It Is a possi- 
ble scenario.” 

He said, however, he 
would soon meet AWS 
leaders, kicking off a con- 
sultations with all parties 
entering parliament. 

“I think that realistically 
we will know the name of 
the next prime minister at 
the beginning of October," 
he said. 

The new parliament con- 
venes on Oct. 20 and the 
president then has two 
weeks to nominate the prime 
minister. If he refuses to do 
so, or his appointee fails to 
form a goverment, the initia- 
tive passes to parliament. 

Only two more parties are 
sure to pass the five per cent 
threshold needed to enter 
the lower house, but their 
result would give them only 
a handful of the 460 seats. 

The co-raling PSL won 
almost seven per cent and 
the populist movement for 
reconstruction of Poland 5.5 
per cent. Official results are 
due Wednesday at the earli- 
est. 


Malaysia’s Sarawak state hobbled by haze 


KUCHING (R) — Schools were shut and few turned up for 
work in Malaysia's rain forest state of Sarawak where a state 
of emergency prompted by smog stayed in effect Monday. 

Government and private offices were allowed to reopen 
after being shuttered Friday, but many operated with sharply 
reduced staff. 

'Those in crucial positions are still operating.” said a work- 
er at a financial services firm in Kuching. Sarawak's state 
capital. “But employees can apply for leave." 

A food seller hawking fried noodles at an open-air market 
in Kuching gloomily noted his business had plunged by 75 
per cent 

“It's worse than the Coxackie,” he said, referring to a mys- 
terious virus that killed some 30 toddlers in the Borneo 
Island state this year. “At that time, only children were not 
allowed to go out. This time, no one’s going out for food.” 

The haze, which has also smothered neighbouring 
Singapore, has been blamed on smoke from thousands of 
brush and forest fires in Indonesia and industrial pollution. It 
has. triggered health alarms and disrupted air and sea traffic. 

The haze has become almost an annual affair in the region, 
coinciding with the dry season and the onset of southwester- 
ly monsoon winds. But meteorologists say it has been partic- 
ularly bad this year due to the effects of the El Nino weather 


pattern, which has created drier than normal conditions in 
Indonesia. 

An improvement in haze levels Sunday allowed Kuching’s 
Airport to reopen, but authorities ordered it shut again Mon- 
day as the smog returned in force. 

At 11 am., die Air Pollutant Index (API) in Kuching was 
over 500 at very dangerous levels, the department of envi- 
ronment repeated. The index went as high as 655, triggering 
the state of emergency declaration Friday. 

Under the declaration, only essential businesses including 
clinics and supermarkets were allowed to operate Friday. 

An environment official said that being exposed to pollu- 
tion levels of 200 to 300 on die API has roughly the same 
effect as smoking 20 cigarettes a day. 

An API reading of between 200 and 300 is considered very 
unhealthy, between 300 and 500 hazardous and above 500 
extremely dangerous. 

With haze levels still at dangerous levels in Kuching, 
pedestrian traffic was slower; witnesses said. 

Bill Wong, managing director at Komag Usa (M) SDN 
BHD. a unit of the U.S.-based maker of diskdrive film, said 
his plant in Kuching was being staffed “on a voluntary basis” 
because of die smog. 


OBITUARY 


The Halasa Family in Jordan announces 
with great sorrow the passing away of 

Adnan Hanna Halasa 

(MS.MD) 

(Professor of Ophthalmology) 

The Loving Father of Dina, Serene, & Randa 

Who died on Sept, 22, 1997 at the age of sixty eight. 

Funeral services will be held on Sept. 23, 1997 
at 3:00pm at UmAlHayran Cemetery. 

Condolences for women in the morning and men in 
the evening at his home in Jabal Amman, near the 
Guest Palace for three days. 


Tel: 00962 (6)-662076 Fax: 00962 (6)-688911 
P.O.Box: 984 Malhas Hospital,’ Jordan 
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A conspiracy that is 
no more than a farce 


VICIOUS ACTS of terrorism in the Middle East 
have tainted the region with an image of violence 
and bloodshed, an image that Jordan has been 
working hard to change worldwide. 

Jordan, a country wellknown for its political sta- 
bility and as an ardent fighter for regional peace, 
has always been most fit to work at changing that 
ugly image painted on the face of the region by a 
few wbo carry narrow-minded views and who 
believe they have the right to impose their will 
upon die majority by brutal force. 

Knowing all too well that the image planted in 
the minds of people worldwide is not easy to 
change, His Majesty King Hussein and HRH 
Crown Prince Hassan have been delivering solid 
proof that such an image does not represent die 
people of the region and most importantly, Islam, 
a religion that advocates peace and coexistence, 
not bloodshed and strife. 

Such proof has always been there for the world 
to see through the wise actions and words of the 
Hashemites, and by that, through the stability of 
the Kingdom, an example for many countries to 
follow. 

The cowardly attack on the two Israeli diplo- 
mats driving in peace on the streets of Amman was 
no more than an attempt to tarnish Jordan’s 
image and undermine the great achievements of 
its leadership. 

The fact that some unheard of organisation 
claimed responsibility under the false banner of 
Islam, by calling itself the “Jordanian Islami c 
Resistance 1 ’ and claiming that one of its many 
divisions, the “Ahmad Dakamseh Mujahedeen 
Commando Unit," carried out the attack, is not 
only a force, but also proof that there are those in 
this region who are worried that the hard work of 
Jordan’s leadership is bearing fruit, and that there 
is need to put obstacles in their path. 

For one tiling, Dakamseh was never a member of 
an organised group, but a troubled man who acted 
on his own. What those who polled Dakamseh ’s 
name Into the affair do not realise is that even 
though what Dakamseh did managed to embar- 
rass Jordan, it did not undermine its international 
standing, nor did it affect its drive to reach a final 
solution to the region’s crisis. 

Even though it is easy to point a finger at Israeli 
Prime Minister Benyamin Netanyahu and his gov- 
ernment for the crisis the region slumped into 
since his election, this country knows all too well 
that the only way to achieve the region’s aspira- 
tions comes through reaching a just peace and 
standing firm in the face of all those who advocate 
violence instead of foce-to-foce talks. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


A WRITER for A1 Ra’i daily criticised the attack on a tourist 
bus in Cairo that resulted in the death of 10 German tourists, 
saying that the attack has only succeeded in harming Egypt’s 
national economy and marring its international reputation. 
Tareq Masarweh said that the Arabs are favourable to resisting 
Israeli occupation and Israeli terrorism with all the means at 
their disposal, but they have to remember that even resistance 
acts have rules and ways. Israel has been dealing with the 
Arabs with very carefully prepared methods, even in the acts 
of terrorism which are directed against the civilians, said the 
writer. He said that the resistance men in south Lebanon have 
presented an exemplary manner of resisting occupation with 
daring attacks on the Israeli troops that won them the respect 
and admiration of all Arabs. The Lebanese resistance has 
affected die Israelis to such a degree that Ariel Sharon and 
other Israeli leaders started to demand a unilateral withdrawal 
from the area, provided that the Lebanese army guarantees no 
more resistance attacks after the withdrawal, the writer point- 
ed oul He said that the Arabs, in their political or other forms 
of resistance or negotiations with the Israelis, should adopt 
carefully prepared plans in order to achieve their national 
objectives. 


A WRITER for A1 Ra’i criticised the Zionist-influenced world 
community which continues to regard Arabs as terrorists and 
responsible for all evils. Salah Janrar said that in the view of the 
world community, Iraq has to prove that it does not have the 
capability .of making mass destruction weapons any more in 
order to stop die UJM. inspection teams from visiting Iraqi fac- 
tories, schools and homes and to persuade the world to lift the 
embaigo on its people. Sudan has to prove to the world that it 
does not harbour any terrorists. Libya has to prove that its cit- 
izens were not involved in the Lockerbie disaster and Syria and 
Lebanon have to prove that they do not encourage Hizbollah 
resistance groups to launch attacks on Israel in order to win the 
world community’s favour and end the embargo or other forms 
of sanctions on these Arab states, said the writer. He said that 
the Palestinian National Authority has to prove that it fights off 
terrorism and is determined to destroy the infrastructure of 
Hamas and Islamic Jihad so that the Palestinian people can 
escape starvation and siege. 


The View from Fourth Circle 


By Rami G. Khouri 


Thank you, ladies, for this historic kick in the pants 


ONCE AGAIN, the women of the Middle East are making 
the men look bad. A recent series of events in Jordan may 
well be indicative of wider trends in the region, including 
non- Arab states like Iran and Turkey. Meetings earlier this 
year in four Jordanian cities, where local women spent 
three days identifying their personal, legal, political and 
national priority concerns, culminated last week in a two- 
day meeting in Amman at which over 100 women from all 
regions of the country gathered to share, compare and 
contrast their concerns. They agreed on a single, national 
agenda of issues they want addressed by parliamentary 
candidates, the new parliament as of November, and 
incumbent governments in the period 1997-2000. This 
year-long effort has been organised, managed and funded 
jointly by the General Federation of Jordanian Women, a 
Jordanian private research and human development insti- 
tute, and the Konrad Adenauer Foundation (of Germany). 

The entire process — the four local meetings (Irbid, 
Mafraq. Aqaba and Zaiqa) and the national convention in 
Amman — was participatory, transparent and democratic, 
with all issues openly discussed and voted upon. The 
result is politically powerful, and culturally poignant 
The list of issues identified by this cross-section of 
Jordanian women and community activists highlights 
compelling facts and human needs that should ring alarm 
bells for the political establishment in Jordan (and 
throughout the Middle East, because the political and 
emotional dynamic reflected here is very much echoed, 
for example, by this year's upset presidential election vic- 
tory of Mohamriiad Khatami in Iran, which tapped the dis- 
content, fears and aspirations of Iranian women and young 
people who had grown sceptical of the rhetoric of the tra- 
ditional ruling elite. The strength of the Islamists in 
Turkey also largely reflects fears of deteriorating socio- 
economic conditions throughout the country.) 

Of the 26 issues identified ai the four regional meetings 
in Jordan, the women at the national gathering in Amman 
voted on the following top ten concerns that they want 
addressed by parliamentary candidates and the successful 
MPs: 

1. Amend the Civil Status Law to give more protection 
to women against polygamy and divorce without proper 
reason, to increase compensation and alimony for 
divorcees, and to improve the regulations of child custody 
in favour of women (by a vote of 63 per cent of the 
women). 

2. Amend the Health Insurance Law to include all citi- 
zens, and to achieve equal rules and regulations for men 
and women; a special insurance system should be created 
for mothers and children in case the father is not insured 
(62 per cent). 

3. Issue a child protection law which protects children 
from homelessness, begging, child labour and drug trad- 
ing (57 per cent). 

4. Amend the nationality law so that Jordanian women 


can pass on their nationality to their non-Jordanian hus- 
bands and children, in order to keep families intact (57 per 
cent). 

5. ksue a law to protect women from emotional and 
physical abuse by their spouses <52 per cent). 

6. Establish a quota for women in parliament and diplo- 
matic posts, and introduce a mechanism to ensure that 
women reach decision-making positions in the govern- 
ment (51 percent). 

7. Make school curricula more relevant to current social 
issues, and teach school children how to deal with social 
problems (48 per cent). 

8. Modify the election law to make it fairer, especially 
the electoral districts, the minimum voting age. registra- 
tion fees for candidates, and the one-person, one- vote sys- 
tem (47 per cent). 

9. Grant women their own passport without needing the 
approval of a male guardian (43 per cent). 

10. Achieve equal rights of men and women to hold pro- 
fessional positions according to qualification and seniori- 
ty (42 per cent ). 

The rest of the List included issues such as: introducing 
compulsory health assessments before marriage to reduce 
the incidence of disability; amending Social Security laws 
in order to achieve equal rules and regulations for men and 
women; creating a ministry for women’s affairs; improv- 
ing water and general environmental sanitation condi- 
tions; providing comprehensive, quality health care that 
covers divorcees, widows, the disabled and the poor, pro- 
, viding part-time employment opportunities and/or soft 
loans for women and women-run micro-enterprises; and, 
using the school system and mass media to raise aware- 
ness among youth about the rights of women. 

Rarely in the Middle East do we have structured, demo- 
cratic opportunities like this to hear directly the priority 
concerns of our people and communities — especially 
such mainstream, solid citizens who have always formed 
the bedrock of socially stable communities for thousands 
of years. We should note seriously not only the women's 
specific concerns, but also the manner in which they are 
expressing them. Three aspects of this process strike me as 
politically urgent and culturally and historically com- 
pelling. 

First, most of the concerns the women raise have to do 
with issues of equity, justice and the rights and dignity of 
the individual, which may not be fully appreciated by the 
Middle East’s ruling elite. The very strong sense of vul- 
nerability and injustice being expressed by Arab women 
focuses on weaknesses in health care and social security 
coverage and flagrant differences in the legal status of 
men and women; this sense of material weakness and 
emotional indignity is rarely reflected in the routine pro- 
nouncements of Arab officialdom, and thus a dangerous 
gap is growing. The divergence in perceptions and perfor- 
mance between the community and officialdom is ever 


widening, and if allowed to persist, it will lead to trouble- 
some consequences. 

The second relevant point is mat many of the traditional 
social systems designed to protect wonien, children, men, 
youth and families appear to be breaking down. Many of 
the women’s complaints (about divorce, child custody, 
women’s nationality and passport rights, and polygamy) 
are directed at ancient values and customs that have been 
codified in tribal, religious or civil law. These customs 
originally aimed to give all family members a sense of 
security and protection; today, they are seen by many 
women as unfair or inappropriate, and in fact they make 
women feel insecure and vulnerable. This historic process 
of women expressing their opposition to some deeply held 
local traditions will have major implications for Middle 
Eastern modernisation, stability and progress. The 
women’s complaints should be acknowledged and tackled 
head-on, rather than ignored or treated in the arrogant and 
condescending manner that has been the hallmark of many 
modem .Arab states and governments. 

The third fascinating dynamic here is the advent of mod- 
em political accountability. The women have not only 
made a list of their concerns. They are continuing to work 
to force these issues onto the national political agenda, by 
addressing parliamentary candidates and simultaneously 
by creating more permanent monitoring and accountabili- 
ty piechanisms. 

Parliamentary candidates who ask for votes next month 
will be asked in return what they have done to implement 
their promises of four years ago; those who win seats in 
parliament will be asked rwo and four years from now 
what they have done to implement the promises they make 
this electoral season. The Iranian presidential election is a 
powerful reminder of how accountability can work in 
these ancient lands. 

It seems that the process of genuine, modem politics — 
the allocation of limited resources to address competing 
human Deeds within an urban context — is slowly emerg- 
ing in Middle Eastern societies with much more credibili- 
ty at the grassroots level than at the level of national politi- 
cians and state-dominated promises and plans. The ulti- 
mate convergence of state and society will mark the point 
at which the Arab- Islamic Middle East finally sheds the 
constraints of the modem past and moves ahead to achieve 
the rights and well-being of its people that are the natural 
promise of its awesome ancient legacy. 

Thank you. ladies, for kicking us in our historical pants, 
for expressing the combination of human concerns and 
communal commitment to our collective well-being that 
has always formed the basis for stable societies and 
healthy nationhood. You have reminded us why — even in 
the. face of growing vulnerability and disparity — pride 
and hope remain such strong forces in our minds, hearts 
and communities. We will soon find out if anyone is lis- 
tening. 


‘Laws on belligerent occupation are applicable irrespective of the 
lawfulness of the purported sovereignty over the disputed territory’ 


By Lu’ayy Mlnwer 
AJ-Rhnawi 


Following is the third of a 
series of articles and excepts 
from work due for publication 
in the forthcoming issue of the 
1997 Yearbook of Islamic and 
Middle Eastern Laws , 

London, UK dealing with the 
issue of Israeli civilian settle- 
ments in light of recent politi- 
cal developments. The author, 
who contributed the article to 
the Jordan Tunes, is a law 
doctoral researcher in regu- 
lation of Arab securities mar- 
kets and a Tutorial Fellow 
and part-time teacher of 
international law at the 
London School of Economics, 
University of London: 


THE ISRAELI refusal to 
apply the Geneva 
Conventions on a de jure 
basis can be refuted on the 
following grounds: 

1. Israel (like Jordan. Syria 
and Egypt) is a party to the 
Geneva Conventions and is 
therefore expected to observe 
its provisions. (Article 1 of 
tiie 1949 Fourth Geneva 
Convention reads: “The High 
Contracting Parties undertake 
to respect and ensure respect 
for the Convention in all cir- 
cumstances.’’) Not only have 
tiie official Israeli interpreta- 
tions of Article 2 been 
described as excessively 
legalistic and almost univer- 
sally rejected. It has also been 
suggested that they are based 
on a “technical error." 
(Article 2 of the 1949 Fourth 
Geneva Convention reads, 
inter alia,: “In addition to the 
provisions which shall be 
implemented in peacetime, 
the present Convention shall 
apply to all cases of declared 
war or any aimed conflict 
which may arise between two 
or more High Contracting 
Parties even if the state of war 
is not recognised by one of 
them. The Convention shall 
apply to cases of partial or 
total occupation of a High 
Contracting Party, even if the 
said occupation meets with 
no armed resistance.") 
Regarding Israel's technical 
error, it is suggested that it 
was flawed because it was the 
first paragraph which applies 
when belligerent occupation 
takes place. 

The restrictive applications 
of the laws of war (and hence 
laws on occupation) have also 


been rejected by many inter- 
national law scholars on the 
premise that laws of war cany 
within them “notable ele- 
ments of flexibility". 
Moreover, the narrow Israeli 
view disregards the wider 
precedents which have tradi- 
tionally held that laws of war 
apply even when they do not 
conform formally with the 
conditions specified in the 
Hague Regulations and the 
Geneva Conventions. Israeli 
arguments to tins effect are 
widely unacceptable due to 
tiie fan that laws on belliger- 
ent occupation are applicable 
irrespective of die lawfulness 
of the purported sovereignty 
over the disputed territory. 
Needless to say. this narrow 
Israeli interpretation does not 
affect the Golan Heights 
because it is still an interna^ 
tionally recognised Syrian 
territory. In addition, the 
Israeli view has not been 
advanced consistently as sim- 
ilar objections can be raised 
about the Hague Regulations 
which contain similar word- 
ings. 

2. The international com- 
munity and much of interna- 
tional (and some Israeli) legal 
opinion, has not accepted that 
the Geneva Convention is 
applicable de jure to the Arab 
occupied territories. Dinstein, 
for example, suggests that the 
“Fourth Geneva Convention 
is applicable to both areas 
occupied by Israel in the Six 
Day War which are still under 
occupation.” Boyd also main- 
tains that the applicability of 
the Fourth Geneva 
Convention to the occupied 
Arab territories has been 
asserted by the International 
Committee of the Red Cross 
(ICRC), various United 
Nations bodies, including the 
Security Council, the General 
Assembly, and roost govern- 
ments of the world, including 
the U.S. In addition. 
Greenwood, on more than 
once occasion, has also stated 
that it is his view that the 
1949 Fourth Geneva 
Convention is applicable de 
jure to dbe occupied Arab ter- 
ritories. 

The ICRC has also tradi- 
tionally adopted the view that 
there is an occupation when- 
ever, during an armed con- 
flict territory under the 
authority of die parties “pass- 
— ” to the authority of an 


means that the Geneva 
Conventions are applicable. 
In addition, on numerous 
occasions, the ICRC has 
asserted the formal applica- 
bility of the Geneva 
Conventions to the occupied 
Arab territories. 

The Security Council has 
affirmed this position. In 
Resolution 271 (1969), for 
example, it called upon Israel 
to “scrupulously observe the 
provisions of die Geneva 
Conventions to which it is a 
signatory and international 
law governing military occu- 
pation.” Security Council res- 
olutions 446 (1979) and 478 
(1980) have also affirmed the 
de jure applicability of the 
Geneva Convention to foe 
“Arab territories occupied by 
Israel since 1967. including 
Jerusalem” and that the “the 
enactment of foe basic law by 
Israel constitutes a violation 
of international law and does 
not affect the continued appli- 
cation of the Geneva 
Convention.... in Palestine 
and other Arab territories 
occupied since June 1967 
including Jerusalem...” 

Needless to say, many 
General Assembly resolu- 
tions have repeatedly 
affirmed the de jure applica- 
bility of the Geneva 
Conventions on the occupied 
territories. The latest resolu- 
tions were Resolution 51/223 
which was adopted on March 
13, 1997, and Resolution ES- 
10/2 which was adopted in 
the recent 10th emergency 
session held on April 25, 
1997. Resolution 51/223 
called upon Israel to “abide 
scrupulously by its legal 
obligations and responsibili- 
ties under foe (1949 Fourth 
Geneva Convention), which 
is applicable to all territories 
occupied Israel since 1967.” 
(Paragraph 2). Resolution 
ES-10/2 demanded that Israel 
“accept the de jure applicabil- 
ity of foe (Fourth Geneva 
Convention) to all the territo- 
ries occupied since 1967.” 
(Paragraph 5). 


The 1977 

First Geneva Protocol 


es 


opposing party; which in turn 


Jordan signed the First 
Geneva 1977 Protocol on 
Dec. 12. 1977, and ratified it 
on May 1, 1977. Syria signed 
iron Dec. 12, 1977, and, with 
reservation, acceded to it on 
June 21. 1984. Egypt only 


signed it on Dec. 12, 1977. 
Israel is not a party to it 
However, concerning its 
applicability it is relevant to 
quote Kalshoven who stated 
that large parts of Geneva 
protocols, and especially the 
First Protocol, serve as codifi- 
cation to pre-existing rules of 
customaiy international law. 
He also adds that it is “imma- 
terial” whether or not a given 
state has acceded to it In 
addition to its substantive and 
prescriptive rules, foe impor- 
tance of this protocol stems 
from foe fact that it attempted 
to remedy many of the loop- 
holes found in the origin^ 
Geneva Conventions. The 
relevance of the 1977 First 
Geneva Protocol can be seen 
through foe following: 

1. In response to Israeli 
arguments that foe Geneva 
Conventions may not be 
applied after one year of 
occupation, one argues that 
Paragraph (b) of Article 3 of 
foe 1977 First Geneva 
Protocol has abrogated foe 
“one year after'’ provision 
enshrined in Paragraph 3 of 
Article 6 of the Geneva 
Conventions. (Paragraph (b) 
of the 1977 First Geneva 
Protocol, inter alia reads: 
‘The application of this 
Protocol shall cease, in the 
territory of Parties to the con- 
flict, on the general close of 
military operations and, in the 
case of occupied territories, 
on foe termination of foe 
occupation.”) (Paragraph 3 
Article 6 of the 1949 Fourth 
Geneva Convention, inter 
alia, reads: “In case of occu- 
pied territory, foe application 
of the present Convention 
shall cease one year after the 
general dose of military' oper- 
ation”) 

As is evident from foe texts 
of foe 1977 First Geneva 
Protocol, the application of 
foe Fourth Geneva 
Convention does not cease 
one year after. Needless to 
say, it has been convincingly 
argued that foe one-year limit 
was in fact no more than a 
special ad hoc provision 
improvised in order to 
accommodate foe occupation 
of Germany and Japan after 
World War 0. Roberts has 
also specifically stated that 
foe abrogation of the “one 
year after ” was a reflection of 
a wider desire on foe interna- 
tional community’s part to 
“maintain the applicability of 


the law to occupations in gen- 
eral and to areas occupied by 
Israel since 1967 in particu- 
lar." 

2. Paragraph 4 of Article I 
of the 1977 Fust Geneva 
Protocol also closes the “tech- 
nical loophole" found in 
Article 2 of foe 1949 Geneva 
Conventions. (Paragraph 4 of 
Article 1 of foe 1977 First 
Geneva Protocol, inter alia, 
reads: “The situation referred 
to in the preceding paragraph 
includes aimed conflicts in 
which peoples are fighting 
against colonial domination 
and alien occupation and 
against racist regimes in foe 
exercise of their right of self- 
determination.") Here, it is 
evident that the 1949 Geneva 
Conventions apply to situa- 
tions not dissimilar to foe 
West Bank and Gaza where 
the disputed territories do not 
constitute an integral pan of a 
sovereign entity. This is rele- 
vant especially as Israel has 
not traditionally accepted 
Jordan’s and Egypt’s titles to 
foe West Bank and foe Gaza 
Strip. 

In its Resolution 33/1 13C 
(Dec. 18. 1978), the General 
Assembly condemned the 
following Israeli illegal poli- 
cies and practices: 
“Establishment of new settle- 
ments and expansion of exist- 
ing settlements on private and 
public Arab lands, and foe 
transfer of an alien population 
thereto: confiscations and 
expropriation of private and 
public Arab property in the 
occupied Arab territories and 
all other transactions for foe 
acquisitions of land and 
involving foe Israeli authori- 
ties, institutions or nationals 
on the one hand; and the 
inhabitants or institutions of 
the occupied territories on foe 
other..." Security Council 
Resolution 465 (1980) has 
reiterated foe council’s held 
position that Israel should 
“dismantle foe existing settle- 
ments and in particular to 
cease foe establishment, con- 
struction and planning of set- 
tlements.” 

With regard to Arab East 
Jerusalem it is useful to look 
at Security Council resold 
tions 271 (1969) and 298 
(1971). They demanded that 
Israel should rescind “forth- 
with” all measures and 
actions designed to alter the 
status of Jerusalem and “to 
take no further steps in the 


occupied section of Jerusalem 
which may purport to change 
the status of the City, or 
which would prejudice the 
rights of the inhabitants ...” 
Security Council Resolution 
476 (1980) also reiterated that 
all Israeli measures “which 
have altered the geographic, 
demographic and historical 
character and status of the 
Holy City of Jerusalem are 
null and void and must be 
rescinded..” 

The establishment of foe 
majority of Israeli settlements 
on the occupied Arab territo- 
ries is driven by Israeli ideo- 
logical objectives rather than 
exigent military needs sanc- 
tioned by international law. In 
addition to the economic 
expediency of occasionally 
constructing cheap housing 
for its Jewish civilians, Israel 
has ideologically perceived 
foe West Bank (Judea and 
Samaria) and foe Gaza Strip 
as integral parts of the Eretz 
Ysrael. 

In the Elon Moreh Case, for 
example, the Israeli Supreme 
Court concluded that accord- 
ing to the evidence before it; 
the main consideration which 
led the political authorities to 
establish foe settlement was 
not military but rather Zionist 
ideology professing the right 
of foe Jewish people to settle 
in Eretz Ysrael. For this rea- 
son, foe court declared the 
requisition order null and 
void. 

The displacement of Arab 
civilians in foe Arab occupy 
territories by Israeli settlers is 
also a blatant violation of 
Paragraph 6 of Article 49 « 
the 1949 Fourth Geoeva 
Convention. For, foe occu- 
pant is enjoined from deport' 

mg ot transferring parts of its 

own civilian population ip 10 
foe occupied teniton#- 
However, laws of war 
the occupant to evacuate 
civilian population only wb® 
it is absolutely necepaty ^ 
do so. This should ab ini ri° 
on a temporary basi^ with^J 
under mining the acqUUW 
rights of foe civilian pop'j 
non that foe evacuees owjjn 
returned to their 
homes as soon as practica®^ 
For example, . Secuaff 
Council Resolution . 

(1979) called upon 
“desist in 
transferring parts 
population into 
Arab territories. 3 ' 
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(Continued from page 1) 

with Crown Prince Hassan 
who he said visited Prague 
twice and conducted talks 
on issues of common con- 
cern. 

He said that His Royal 
Highness Prince Hassan 
has accompanied him on a 
tour of Amman's districts 
and a visit to a Palestinian 
refugee camp where he 
inspected services offered 
to the refugees in addition 
to a meeting with leaders of 
the Muslim and Christian 
communities in Jordan. 

In reply to a question 
about Israel's human rights 
violations against the Pales- 
tinian people and whether 
Mr. Netanyahu’s policies 
serve the cause of peace, 
Mr. Havel said “what con- 


cerns us is the protection of 
all nations’ human rights.” 
adding that “the great work 
initiated by the late prime 
minister of Israel, Yitzhak 
Rabin, is bound to contin- 
ue." 

He said that during his 
visit to Israel in 1990 be had 
a meeting with representa- 
tives of the Palestinian peo- 
ple in east Jerusalem. 

On Jondanian-Czech ties, 
he said that the agreements 
signed with Jordan during 
his visit constitute an impor- 
tant groundwork for eco- 
nomic cooperation, espe- 
cially after a direct air route 
is established between the 
two countries next spring. 

Mr. Havel said business- 
men accompanying him on 
his visit to Jordan informed 
him of the outcome of their 


contacts with their Jordan- 
ian counterparts saying that 
the two sides intend to 
launch joint projects in 
electronic equipment pro- 
duction. 

Concerning the future sta- 
tus of Jerusalem, the presi- 
dent said be discussed this 
question with King Hussein 
and will take up the matter 
with the Israeli and Pales- 
tinian leaders, pointing out 
that a solution to this prob- 
lem is difficult to find. 

Asked if he was carrying 
a message from King Hus- 
sein to the Israeli leader- 
ship, he said that he was not 

carrying any messages to 
anyone adding that the 
leaders of the region con- 
duct their own dialogue. 
Mr. Havel added that he 
was laying to learn about 


the stands of all parties 
regarding the peace 
process. 

About his visits to Syria 
and Lebanon he said he bad 
the impression that the two 
countries are interested in 
resuming peace negotia- 
tions with Israel at the 
experts level and from the 
point reached when the pre- 
vious negotiations had 
stopped. 

On the last day of his 
visit. President Havel was 
accompanied by the Crown 
Prince to the Jordan Valley 
region where they inspected 
the Karameh Battle Monu- 
ment in the town of 
Shouneh. 

The Czech president and 
his wife, Dagmar, placed a 
wreath of flowers on the 
monument. 


Jordan-EU to sign association accord 


(Continued from page 1) 

treatment, to an export 
economy, where we might 
be asked to wait in secre- 
taries’ offices. It is a chal- 
lenge — we will have to be 
export-oriented and innova- 
tive. It's not going to be an 
easy undertaking.” 

The EU and Jordan have 
been negotiating the agree- 
ment since the signing of 
the 1995 Barcelona Decla- 
ration, which called for 
similar agreements with all 
countries of the Mediter- 
ranean region with the 
objective of creating the 
world's largest free trade 
zone by 2010. 

Jordan’s agreement with 
the EU was expected to be 
signed nearly a year ago, 
but was delayed after meet- 
ing several impasses over 
agricultural export quotas 
(particularly tomato paste 
exports), rules of origin 
terms and intellecrual prop- 
erty rights. 

Dr. Anani said that recent 
haggling over Jordan’s 
tomato paste export quota 


had been resolved and was 
set at 4,000 tonnes per 
annum, an increase of 
1 ,000 tonnes over the origi- 
nal quota volume. 

The country has also 
secured fairly favourable 
terms on customs status for 
certain commodities, which 
will be exempt from both 
tariffs and calendar restric- 
tions. These include citrus 
fruits, juices and some veg- 
etables. Other produce can 
be exported tariff free on a 
calendar schedule. 

Jordan has also success- 
fully negotiated for equi- 
table cumulative rules of 
origin terms, although 
value added must be at least 
thirty per cent However, 
the final document will 
allow Jordan to export 
products produced with raw 
materials and finishing 
from countries in the 
Mediterranean area with 
which Jordan enjoys free 
trade agreements. 

During negotiations, Jor- 
dan objected to ±e EU’s 
cumulative rules of origin 
requirements that aspire to 


force a free trade area in the 
region and that demand the 
12 expected Mediterranean 
partners to complete free 
trade agreements among 
themselves in order to ben- 
efit from cumulative rules 
‘ of origin. Under the agree- 
ment initialled in Malta, 
this clause was dropped. 

Jordan has also agreed to 
four lists of goods, which, 
if supplied by EU countries, 
will have import duties 
either totally eliminate d or 
abolished over a period of 
five years. 

A list of 492 capital goods 
will also be exempted from 
customs duties when the 
agreement becomes effec- 
tive. 

Jordan and the EU have 
also agreed to exempt some 
industrial goods from cus- 
toms duties at a rate of 20 
per cent annually for five 
years. The list includes 
pharmaceuticals, medical 
equipment, industrial raw 
materials, industrial spare 
parts and inputs, industrial 
chemical materials, basic 
consumer commodities and 


fertilisers. 

The agreement gives Jor- 
dan seven years to rewrite 
and enforce internationally 
acceptable intellectual 
property rights laws — one 
of the most contentious 
issues of the negotiations 
— calculated as five years 
from the time the agree- 
ment comes into effect and 
two years prior. 

Jordan is the fifth country 
in the Mediterranean region 
to sign an association 
agreement, after Morocco, 
Tunisia, the Palestinian 
National Authority and 
Israel. Similar agreements 
are being negotiated with 
Egypt, Lebanon and Syria. 

Dr. Anani made the 
announcement during the 
opening session of “Jordan 
and the Euro-Mediter- 
ranean Partnership Agree- 
ment: Economic Opportu- 
nities and Challenges,” a 
conference hosted by the 
Amman Chamber of Indus- 
try and the Konrad Ade- 
nauer Foundation, on the 
complexities and chal- 
lenges of the agreement 


2 Israeli embassy officials hurt in armed attack 


(Continued from page 1) 

country and we call on the 
government to halt any type 
of normalisation with the 
Zionist enemy.” the state- 
ment said. 

One of the two injured 
was sent to the Arab Centre 
for Heart and Special 
Surgery and was later trans- 
ferred to the King Hussein 
Medical Centre, under the 
directives of His Majesty 
the King, where his col- 
league was being treated. 

Director of the Arab Cen- 
tre, Daoud Hanania, told 
reporters that one of the two 
Israelis was operated on at 
the centre and said his 
injury was not serious. 

Maj. General Adel Shrei- 
deh, director of the King 
Hussein Medical Centre 
told Jordan Television that 
the other Israeli official was 
in good condition. 

He added that a bullet 
penetrated the right thigh of 
the Israeli embassy 
employee adding that there 
was no fracture in his leg. 

Stare Minister of Infor- 
mation Affairs Samir 
Mutawi told the Jordan 


Times that authorities have 
not arrested those who 
committed the attack. 

“At 7:50 this morning 
(Monday)... a car carrying 
two of Israeli embassy staff 
members were approached 
by a fast car, carrying some 
passengers. Witnesses said 
two of them started shoot- 
ing at the car which was 
carrying the Israelis.” he 
said. 

“Security forces have so 
far gathered, good amount 
of information relating to 
the type of the car, the 
colour, the plate number 
and also the description of 
passengers who were inside 
the car. It is expected that 
they will be apprehended 
very soon," the minister 
said. 

Responding to a question 
on whether there were 
political motives behind the 
shooting. Dr. Mutawi said: 
"At this stage, it is very dif- 
ficult to say whether it has 
political or personal impli- 
cations, until the perpetra- 
tors are arrested and inter- 
rogated, it is very' difficult 
to conclude the motives 
behind the accident,” 


Ambassador Eran mean- 
while ruled out the possibil- 
ity that the assailants target- 
ed him. He said his govern- 
ment is still awaiting the 
outcome of Jordan’s inves- 
tigations. 

“Right now, I cannot shed 
the light on the perpetra- 
tors. I have no new infor- 
mation. I do not want to 
analyse their motives, 
because I do not know who 
did it” Mr. Eran said at a 
press conference at the 
Israeli embassy. 

“Shooting does not bring 
any solution to any prob- 
lem. I am quiet confident 
that the majority of Jordani- 
ans, the bulk of Jordanian 
people would like to contin- 
ue this peaceful relation- 
ship (with Israel)," Mr. Eran 
added. 

“I am planning to stay in 
my job. The embassy will 
continue to work in Jor- 
dan,” be said adding that 
the embassy did nor request 
extra security. 

“We are quiet satisfied 
with the (security) mea- 
sures that are given to us by 
the government of Jordan.” 

“I do not know against 


whom it was targeted. 
Against whom the attack 
was initiated. I know that 
two Israelis were injured. I 
can assure you that I was 
not involved in this event. It 
happened in Abdoun, where 
I Uve and that is the only 
connection as far as I can 
say," he added. 

“I have come across 
many Jordanians from all 
walks of lives and they all 
express the wish that there 
will be an end to bloodshed. 
All of them are interested 
in developing healthy and 
normal relations with Is- 
rael," the ambassador said. 

He said he had talked to 
His Majesty King Hussein. 
Deputy Prime Minister 
Abdullah Ensour and the 
minister of interior, Nathir 
Rashid. 

“All of them have 
expressed their well wishes 
to the two Israelis who were 
injured. They promised that 
all necessary effort will be 
made in order to find the 
perpetrators,” he said. 

He said the two Israelis 
will be transferred to Israel 
by tomorrow or the day 
after tomorrow. 


Cabinet made decision on suspension of weeklies 


(Continued from page 1) 

will begin conveying the 
decision" to weekly newspa- 
per owners as early as 
today, and that the decision 
will be effective as of Sept. 
22 . 

The sources said that they 
could not accurately dis- 
close the number of news- 
papers that will be ordered 
to suspend publication, but 
many in the industry 
believe it may be as many 
as IS, leaving Shihan, 
Akbar A1 Isbouh and A1 
Liwa* alone on the now-sat- 
urated newspaper market. 


In late August, more than 
15 weeklies were notified 
that in accordance with the 
Press and Publications 
Law. the Ministry of Infor- 
mation would exercise its 
right to review the financial 
ledgers of the weeklies, and 
that failure to respond to 
the official memorandum 
by the end of August would 
invite legal action. 

The Ministry of Informa- 
tion's request drew scepti- 
cal responses from newspa- 
per owners and editors, 
wary of the government's 
intentions after a month- 
lona controversy over 


newspapers' compliance 
with the amendments to the 
press law which required 
weekly newspapers to raise 
their registered capital to 
JD300,000 — just one of 
among several of the law's 
provisions observers be- 
lieved would shut the week- 
ly news industry down. 

The Ministry of Industry 
and Trade confirmed in 
mid-August that papers had 
raised their capital in com- 
pliance with the companies 
law, which governs matters 
of investment capital and 
company registration. 

This is the first time that 


the Ministry of Information 
has requested to review the 
papers’ ledgers since the 
press law was enacted in 
1993. 

Minister of Information 
Samir Mutawi could not be 
reached for comment last 
night 

In a related development 
sources at A 1 Bilad weekly 
paper yesterday told the 
Jordan Times that Riyadh 
Hroub, -a major shareholder 
in A1 Arab A1 Yawm Arabic 
daily and Shihan weekly, 
has purchased A1 Bilad. No 
further details were avail- 
able at press time. - 


Israel sweeps West Bank for ‘suspects’ 


(Continued from page 1) 

The demand for their extradi- 
tion comes a day after the 
start of the trial of two other 
Palestinians, Mohammad 
Khalil Hamadeh and Iman 
Mohammad Fuakeh, accused 
of belonging to the same 
Hamas cell. 

The fourth Palestinian 
whose extradition was sought 


is accused of haring mur- 
dered an Israeli woman in the 
West Bank settlement of Beit- 
Al. 

Israel has demanded the 
extradition of 36 Palestinians 

from the PNA, including its 
police chief. Ghazi Jabali. 
whom Israeli accuses of en- 
couraging anti-settler attacks 
by his policemen. 

The PNA has rejected all 


the demands. 

However in response to 
Israeli demands that it take 
the offensive against suicide 
bombers, the PNA has de- 
manded Israel crack down on 
“Jewish terrorism.'' a Palestin- 
ian official said Monday. 

Ahmed Tibi, an Arab- Israeli 
adviser to Mr. Arafat, said the 
Palestinians had given U.S. 
Secretary of State Madeleine 


Albright a list of nine de- 
mands for such a crackdown 
to be discussed during talks in 
Washington this week. 

“This document comes in 
response to a document sub- 
mitted by Israeli Prime Minis- 
ter Benyamin Netanyahu's 
office to the U.S. which 
accuses the PNA of being lax 
on terrorism” Mr. Tibi told 
Agence France Presse. 
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Female genital mutilation in north Africa 
- tradition, misinformation hard to change 


By Hind-Lara Mango 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Female genital 
mutilation (FGM) even 
though not a common prac- 
tice in Jordan, remains a 
dominant tradition in coun- 
tries such as Sudan and 

Egypt. 

During the Second 
International Conference 
for the Arab Forum on 
Social Sciences and Health, 
held in Amman early this 
week, two research papers 
focused on FGM- 

Dr. Sarah Bukhary from 
the Population Council for 
West Asia and North Africa 
(WAN A) office in Cairo 
presented her paper on “The 
perception of Sudanese 
women towards sex: A view 
from Cairo," 

complemented by Dr. 
Ahmad Rajab’s analysis on 
“Violence against women: 
A case study from rural 
Egypt.” 

“Genital mutilation is 
practised in a major manner 
in the north of Sudan where 
female circumcision reach- 
es 80 per cent,” said Dr. 
Bukhary. 

According to the Egyptian 
Demographic Survey of 
1995, there in Egypt there is 
a 97 per cent female cir- 
cumcision rate. Even 
though female circumcision 
is illegal now in Egypt, it is 
still a common practice, Dr. 
Bukhary told the Jordan 
Times. 

Dr. Bukhary referred to a 
research conducted by the 
Population Council in 1994- 
1997 with the aim of finding 
out the rate of awareness of 
Sudanese women living in 
Egypt regarding FGM. 

One question was whether 
living away from the tradi- 
tional Sudanese environ- 
ment had any impact on the 
decisions taken by 
Sudanese women living in 
Egypt on whether to cir- 
cumcise their “daughters or 
noL 

According to the research, 
FGM was defined as “a 


complex social practice, a 
collective name for proce- 
dures carried out with a 
sharp object on the external 
and sometimes internal 
female organs. It is the par- 
tial or total removal of the 
external female genitalia.” 

The paper mentioned 
three main types of FGM: 
one involves removing pan 
or all of the clitoris and part 
or all of the labia minor. 
Infibulation, or the Pharaon- 
ic type, is considered to be 

the most severe form of 
FGM; it means the amputa- 
tion of the clitoris and the 
inner and outer labia. 

"In this case, the womb is 
stitched up leaving only a 
tiny whole for the passage 
of urine and menstrual 
blood,” pointed out Dr. 
Bukhary. Clitoridectomy is 
the third type of FGM and it 
means the removal of the 
clitoral hood, she said. 

According to the Egyptian 
Fertility Care Society, the 
first type is the most com- 
mon form of FGM in Egypt 
Even though it is illegal for 
doctors to perform female 
circumcision in Egypt now, 
according to Dr. Bukhary. it 
has undergone a “period of 
transition, whereby it is 
being performed by doctors 
in health centres, rather than 
by traditional midwives and 
heath practitioners." 

“Unfortunately, doctors 
perform female circumci- 
sion believing that it is bet- 
ter if they perform it, rather 
than health practitioners 
who, most often than not, 
cause the circumcised girl a 
great deal of complications 
which sometimes lead to 
death”, said Dr. Ahmad 
Rajab. 

In his study. Dr. Rajab, 
professor of reproductive 
health at the Islamic Coun- 
tries Centre for Research 
and Population Studies at A1 
Azhar University, consid- 
ered FGM as a variable of 
violence. 

He became interested in 
the phenomena of female 
circumcision and physical 


violence against women 
because he grew up in a 
rural society where these 
were part of life, he told the 
Jordan Times. 

Dr. Rajab conducted his 
research on 500 women liv- 
ing in the rural parts of 
Egypt, all circumcised. 

Dr. Bukhary found out 
that. FGM was still veiy 
much part of the traditional 
way of thinking among 
Sudanese women living in 

Cairo, and that it was the 
third type, and the less 
severe, that was being prac- 
tised. She said that this was 
indicative of Sudan and 
Egypt as a whole. 

“This is a good indication, 
but we want to eradicate 
female circumcision total- 
ly,” stressed Dr. Bukhary, 
commenting that female cir- 
cumcision is performed as 
early as seven. “Some cul- 
tures perform FGM on 14- 
year-old girls, and others 
after a woman has had her 
first child.” 

According to Dr. Rajab, 
who is also a practising 
gynaecologist in Egypt, it is 
common practice to circum- 
cise girls in Egypt near the 
age of puberty. But at 
whichever age FMG is per- 
formed, it hinders a woman 
from experiencing sexual 
sensations. 

Dr. Bukhary discovered 
that upper class Sudanese 
women living in Cairo are 
beginning to vocalise their 
feelings about female cir- 
cumcision. “They believe it 
is a form of sexual control 
and they are rebelling 
against it." 

Dr. Rajab agreed that sex- 
ual control is one reason for 
female circumcision in 
Egypt Another reason, he 
said, is related to marriage; 
“mothers try to make cir- 
cumcision appealing to their 
daughters by telling them 
that it is essential if they 
want to get married.” ' 

In addition. Dr. Bukhary 
found out that FMG is 
deeply rooted in tradition 
and is mistakenly linked to 


religion. “There is a lot of 
misinformation about 
female circumcision as peo- 
ple who advocate this prac- 
tice do so by relating it to 
Islam,” she noted. 

Dr. Rajab agreed and said 
that in addition to the reli- 
gious factor, female circum- 
cision was considered to be 
a symbol of purity and 
beauty among women living 
in the rural areas of Egypt. 

Upper class Sudanese 
women in Cairo though are 
no longer circumcising then- 
daughters. Dr. Bukhary 
attributed this to the educa- 
tion of both parents and to 
having the chance to live 
away from the traditional 
home environment “They 
are under no pressure from 
the grandmothers, aunts and 
mothers-in-law to perform 
circumcision on their 
daughters." 

Women on the lower eco- 
nomic scale are moving 
away from practising the 
most severe form of FGM, 
to the least severe. “This can 
be explained by the fact that 
people are becoming more 
aware that this is a very 
harmful traditional prac- 
tice,” noted Dr. Bukhary, 
adding that “female circum- 
cision should be eradicated, 
but tradition is so strong and 
the practice is mistakenly 
linked to religion.” 

Men’s attitude towards 
female circumcision was 
analysed in Dr. Rajab’s 
paper. The majority of men 
interviewed said they had 
no knowledge of then- 
daughters' circumcision 
prior to the act. 

“They were told by then- 
wives that the act had been 
done, and they had no say 
about it," commented Dr. 
Rajab. 

He argues that female cir- 
cumcision is “violence of 
women against women, 
rather than violence of men 
against women.” 
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World Bank, IMF push ahead 
on anti-graft and debt help 


HONG KONG <R) — 
Finance ministers Monday 
agreed to press ahead to 
curb graft and help poor 
countries from being 
sucked dry by huge debt 
repayments 

“Ministers agreed that 
corrupt and weak gover- 
nance undermine macro- 
economic stability, private 
sector activity and sustain- 
able development objec- 
tives and may erode 
international support for 
development cooperation," 
the World Bank/IMF 
Development Committee 
said in a communique. 

The committee, which 
groups rich and developing 
countries, said corruption 
had to be seen as a global 
problem which needed to 
be fought by everyone. 

The communique, issued 
at the annual World 
Bank/IMF meetings in 


Hong Kong, called for an 
evenhanded approach. 

“(There is a) need to take 
governance issues and cor- 
ruption explicitly into 
account in lending and 
other decision-making 
when they significantly 
affect project or macro-eco- 
nomic and country perfor- 
mance,” it said. 

It told international finan- 
cial institutions to urgently 
adopt procedures to prevent 
bribery in areas where they 
were involved. 

The controversial issue 
has led to fears by some 
countries that it would be 
issued by industrial powers 
to interfere in the internal 
affairs of developing coun- 
tries. 

But World Bank President 
James Wolfensohn told 
reporters that countries 
such as India and China, 
earlier reported to be 


opposed to international 
action against graft, had 
been very willing to join in 
the discussions. 

The committee also wel- 
comed moves to help the 
world’s poor and indebted 
countries, most of them in 
Africa, as long long as they 
implemented strong, mar- 
ket-friendly economic 
reforms. 

In other areas, they 
agreed to increase funding 
to the cash-strapped Multi- 
lateral Guarantee Invest- 
ment Agency (MIGA), the 
private sector loan guaran- 
tee affiliate of the World 
Bank. The agency is used 
by the bank to guarantee 
private sector investments 
in developing country pro- 
jects that commercial banks 
consider too risky or 
unprofitable. 


Asia must review currency 


pegs to the U.S. dollar — experts 


HONG KONG (AFP.) — 
Asian countries must review 
the pegging of their currencies 
to the U.S. dollar following the 
region’s financial crisis, 
despite the IMF’s defence of. 
the peg, monetary experts said 
here. Nobel Prize winning 
U.S. economist Milton Fried- 
man said Asian economies 
“should cake cognisance" of 
the defects of pegging their 
currencies to the dollar. 

“Every pegged exchange 
rate system, almost without 
exeption, ultimately suffers the 
fate of Thailand. Malaysia 
(and others)," he told a private 
seminar. 

“They all go all merrily 
along very well ... and then the 
actions of the central bank 
becomes inconsistent with the 
peg. Sooner or later the peg 
breaks and you have a crisis," 


Mr. Friedman said at the 
World Development Con- 
gress. 

The Thai baht has depredat- 
ed more than 30 per cent 
against the dollar following 
Bangkok's decision to float 
tire currrency on July 2, then 
the resulting financial turmoil 
engulfing the Malaysian ring- 
git, the Indonesian rupiah and 
the Philippine peso. 

“It’s a mistake in my opin- 
ion," Mr. Friedman said of cur- 
rency pegs. 

'The countries should either 
let the exchange rate go freely 
or they should abolish their 
central banks and unify their 
currencies with that of a major 
country" he said. 

The International Monetary 
Fund on Wednesday (IMF) 
defended tire pegging system. 

“There are a number of 
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FORD TAURUS 1989 - CD PLATE 
Very good condition, silver metallic, full options, air-con- 
dition, automatic gear, power lock, cruise control, alumini- 
um wheels etc. Price: $5,500. 
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Each apatrmeni area 165 sq.m., consists of three bedrooms, salon, 
L-shaped dining and sitting room, two bathrooms kitchen with ter- 
race, veranda, multi lock front door, independent central heating, 
private garage. Located at the highest point in Dahiyat Ai Rashid. 
Suitable for diplomatic missions or the reaching staff of the Uni- 
versity of Jordan. 


Call owner at Tel: 663092 (Home) - Mobile: 079-66309 


highly successful developing 
countries that have maintained 
high growth and low inflation 
with quite rigidly pegged 
exchange rates — we are sit- 
ting on one of these right 
now," said IMF research direc- 
tor Michael Mussa. referring 
to Hong Kong's peg to the 
U.S. dollar. 

Yoh Kurosawa, chairman of 
the Industrial Bank of Japan 
Ltd., told the same seminar 
that Asian government’s com- 
mitted a "mistake” when they 
pegged their currencies to the 
dollar. 

He urged Japan to increase 
the yen’s role in stabilising 
regional currencies, which 
have sharply fallen since Thai- 
land floated die baht in July. 

Mr. Kurosawa said that with 
an increase in intra-Asian 
trade, economies in the region 
should have reassessed such 
policy much earlier. 

“1 think Japanese yen role 
should be raised and Japanese 
government should do some- 
thing to encourage Asian 
countries to have yen currency 
as a reserve.” he said. 

Only 10 pa - cent of coun- 
tries use the yen as an 
international reserve currency, 
compared with 30 per cent for 
the deutchsemaric and 60 per 
cent for the U.S. dollar. Mr. 
Kurosawa said. 

Asian Development Bank 
President Mitsuo Sato told the 
congress that Asian countries 
should adopt a “more flexible” 
nominal exchange rate follow- 
ing (he currency crisis. 


IMF urges swift decision on exchange 
rules between euro, non-euro zone 


HONG KONG (AFP) — The 
European Union (EU) should 
decide rapidly on how to gov- 
ern exchange rale levels 
between EU members in its 
single currency and those out- 
side to avoid risk of specula- 
tive pressure, the IMF said 
Monday. 

“The potential for currency 
market instability could be 
contained by announcing the 
basic features of exchange 
rate arrangements" between 
the two groups “well ahead of 
the decision on the choice of 
countries, which is currently 
set to take place in May 
1998,” the International Mon- 
etary Fund (IMF) said in a 
report on international capital 
markets. 

“The earlier these rules are 
made the less likelihood there 
is for speculative attack." IMF 
assistant research director 
David Folkerts-Landau told a 
news conference. 

The euro is scheduled to be 
launched on Jan. 1. 1999. and 
the 15 EU members will 
decide in May which of them 
qualify to take part irarnecb'- 
aiely, and whether they want 
to be in the first wave. 

The rules on bow to control 
exchange rate parities 
between euro launch countries 
and those likely to join before 
2002 “could become a source 
of speculative activity and 
volatility beyond 1999," the 
IMF report said. 

It urged an early definition 
in particular of “die rules and 
conditions for providing sup- 
port" for exchange rate pari- 
ties between euro and non- 
euro members “and the con- 
vergence criteria for entry into 
the union.” 

“Much remains to be done 
to transform the still highly- 
segmented national securities 
markets into deep and liquid 
EMU-wide (economic and 
monetary union) securities - 
markets,’’ the report said. 

“It is an open question 
whether institutional arrange- 
ments and financial policies 
may also affect the pace of 
market integration and devel- 
opment," it added. 

While the EU payments 
structure and banking system 
have made progress towards 
integration, there will be no 
single ELI stock market by 
2001. Mr. Folkerts-Landau 
said. 

Senior IMF officials said 
this week that the need for 
labour market reform is the 
most critical issue facing the 
EU as it prepares to launch its 
single currency little more 
than a year from now. 

Also, as soon as ELI mem- 
bers decide in early next year 
which countiies will take part 
in the launch of the euro in 
1999 they should set the 
exchange rate, and their cen- 


tra) banks will have id work 
closely together lo coordinate 
policy, IMF economic advisor 
Michael Mfcssa told a news 
conference. 

Exchange rates should be 
locked in next May “rather 
than allowing the issue to 
remain a potential uncertain- 
ty" for the markets, Mr. Mussa 
said. 

In its semi-annual World 
Economic Outlook report , the 
IMF warned that continuing 
debate on a possible delay in 
the launch of the euro “could 
lead to widespread turbulence 
in European financial mar- 
kets, which would erode con- 
fidence further, slow output 
growth and widen fiscal 
deficits.” 

The dangers of such turbu- 
lence would increase if eco- 
nomic recovery in Europe was 
slower than currently forecast, 
unemployment rose further, 
and calls for “misguided poli- 
cy actions” to create jobs 
through increased government 
spending intensified, the 
report said. 

IMF deputy research direc- 
tor Fleming Larsen told the 
news conference that while 
there has been good progress 
on macroeconomic conver- 
gence ahead of the euro, 
labour market reform is 
"clearly the most critical issue 
that is now facing the ELI with 
or without EMU." 

The IMF report said that the 
euro now looks set to be 
launched on schedule on Jan. 
1, 1999. 

Mr. Mussa also said that 
concerns about the euro 
“seem to be waning as things 
move forward.” 

While European economic 
growth has picked up, “the 
margin of slack remains con- 
siderable,” Mr. Mussa said, 
but the report warned thai fail- 
ure to reform the EU labour 
market “would prevent 
Europe from realising its full 
growth potential.” 

U could also "weaken the 
credibility of the euro if finan- 
cial markets perceive that per- 
sistent unemployment is erod- 
ing support for prudent 
macroeconomic policies.” , 

The failure to recognise 
explicitly the importance of 
flexible labour markets was an 
“important omission” from 
the Maastricht treaty setting 
out the criteria EU countries 
have to meet to join the single 
currency," the report said. 

In a detailed analysis of the 
prospects for the euro, the 
IMF paid tribute to EU mem- 
bers for meeting most of the 
criteria for the single currency 
laid down in the Maastricht 
treaty, such as low inflation. 

However, “without addi- 
tional measures it seems like- 
ly that a number of candidates 
for membership, including 


France and Germany, may not 
strictly satisfy" the Maastricht 
target of a budget deficit of 
three per cent of GDP in 1997. 

But it said that on a cyclical- 
ly adjusted basis, all launch 
candidates will be within two 
per cent of GDP in 1997, sug- 
gesting that overall c cover 
gence is going well. 

“What is important at this 
stage is a clear commitment of 
those countries to go signifi- 
cantly further io their fiscal 
consolidation efforts in 1998 
and beyond, with greater 
emphasis on fundamental 
reforms,” the report said. 

The new currency may 
eventually match the U.S. dol- 
lar as a means of payment and 
as an international reserve 
asset, it added, although there 
is a long way to go if the ELI 
is to rata its rightful position 
relative to its economic 
weight. 

The report did not specify 
what would happen if the euro 
began without a majority of 
EU members taking parr. 

The rest of the world has “a 
strong interest in a successful 
EMU and a solid euro” to 
limit the risk of a protectionist 
backlash from the unemploy- 
ment problem, the report said. 

The anti-inflati on mandate 
of the European Central Bank 
(ECB) and the existence of a 
stability pact to ensure contin- 
ued convergence “suggest that 
the euro will have the key 
attributes of a strong reserve 
currency.” it added. 

‘The Linked States and 
Japan are likely to be affected 
only mildly by any change in 
the variability of the euro,' 
although its launch “may well 
hamper the development of 
the yen as an international 
currency." 

The IMF forecast a stark 
contrast in likely EU develop- 
ment depending on whether 
the EU undertook labour 
reform and continued with fis- 
cal consolidation. 

With increased fiscal con- 
solidation and labour market 
reforms, the IMF forecast EU 
potential increased gross 
domestic product growth of 
0.2 percentage points in 2000. 
rising to 2.9 in 2010, but with- 
out it growth would be only 
0.1 per cent in 2000, and after 
that the economy would start 
to shrink, with a contraction of 
2.5 per cent by 2010. 

Unemployment would rise, 
rather than fall, and real long- 
term interest rates would be 
one percentage point higher 
thdh if the reforms had taken 
place, the IMF said. 

Failure to act on labour mar- 
ket reform and to ensure con- 
tinued fiscal consolidation 
would have a lesser effect on 
non-ELl countries, the IMF 
said. 


JHE_ Daily Crossword 


ACROSS 

1 Brazilian dance 

6 Joined closely 
11 Below standard 

14 Greek epic 

15 Animated 

16 Pretty — picture 

17 Drunken party 

19 Schuss 

20 Lukewarm 

21 Ducks and — 

23 Actress Merle 

25 Stole a quick 
glance 

26 Frightened 

27 More 
compressed 

26 City on the 
Seine 

29 Leaf-like part 

30 Mover's truck 

33 Troubadour love 
song 

34 Twit 

35 Colliery 

36 Mai — (cocktail) 

37 Arrangement 

38 Diacritical mark 

39 Novelist Gay 

41 Drooped laxly 

42 Regal 

43 Christens 

44 Car trim 

45 Author of 14A 

46 Meadow 

47 Walk 

52 Gormandize 

53 Perpendicular 
34 Quaker gray 

55 Pindaric 

56 Smells 

57 Actress Davis 
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Peanuts 



by Eugene ?-.rf f enN»5cr 


DOWN 

1 Relative 

2 Wing 

3 Books of the 
Bible: abbr. 

4 Microbes 

5 Clings 

6 — the moon 

7 “When I was — " 

8 Sesame plant 

9 Outward sign 

10 Most expensive 

11 Noted British 
printer 

12 Inqu ired 
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Orator's place 
Like peas in — 
Mimic 
Florida dty 
Depressant 
porridge 
hot.. 1- 
Quarrel 
Arrange in 
loose folds 
Brute 
Mountain 
system 
Desideratum 
the times...* 
(Paine) 

Certain stream 

Sleep 

Cany-ad 

In the past 

Depict 

Leading 

Blows a bom 
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I META BLOKE 

IN THE PUB WHO 
RECKONS HE KNEW 
AW GREAT- 
GRANDFATHER, 

PET- 



DOESN'TSEEM 
POSSIBLE — 
HOW OLD MOLD 
HE HAVE TO 




WORK IT OUT 
BACKWARDS— 
AREMDUTHE 
THIRD OR FOURTH 

degeneration^ 



44 Songstress 
Lafne 

45 Mild oath 
48 Bishopric 


49 Falsehood 

50 Actor Cariou 

51 Spanish lady: 
abbr. 
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HOROSCOPE 


FORECAST FOR TUESDAY. SEPTEMBER 23. 1997 
By Linda C. Black, Tribune Media Services, Inc. 


ARIES: 

(Match 21 id April 19) How long has it been since you’ve 
done your ironing? Tins morning is about doing chores. If you 
can talk someone else into doing them for you, go ahead. 
Nobody cares how you get it done. Laier on this evening, you 
ma y find a nice opportunity to traveL 


TAURUS: 

(April 20 to May 20) If you go shopping this morning, be very 
careful. You'd save money if you spent the whole day playing 
with your sweetheart and the kids instead. Yes, you really have 
permission to do dm Don't go shopping tonight. You'll real- 
Iv be in foe mood to waste money then!. 


GEMINI: 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) Stay home and take care of 

things around the house, especially this morning. No need to 
take yourselves too seriously, though. You can have the con- 
versation on your way to the comedy club. 


MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to July 21) You’ll be able to 
think very quickly today. That's always handy. Anticipate a 
challenging project later. It'll be a surprise, it requires work, 
and it’s scheduled to show up this evening. This could be lots 
of fun. You might find treasures. Might, as well look at it that 
way. 

LEO: 

(July 22 to August 21) There are surprises in store around the 
middle of the day — both kinds. Something might cost more 
money titan you planned. There’s a- bit of tension out there 
concerning traveL Watch where you’re going. Conditions will 
be nicer by this evening. 


VIRGO: (August 22 to September 22) You get to do fun things 
today. Your love life looks excellent There is also money com- 
ing in from work you’ve already done. It’s not a particularly 
good day for traveL It’s a much better time to stay home with 
your sweetheart and snuggle. 


LIBRA: 

(September 23 to October 22) The most obvious tiling to focus 
on today is gelling your house in order. Make sure the laundry 
and ironing are done. Do you have anything in the refrigerator 
at all? You've had a very exciting week. This same old house- 
keeping routine will be relaxing. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to November 2 1 ) You've been under 
pressure lately. To recharge your batteries, get together with 
your dearest friends. There can be conflict all around you, but 
you don’t care. These people help you stay focused. Learn 
from them, and teach them. too. Your efforts are greatly appre- 
ciated. 


CAPRICORN: 

(November 22 to December 21) You’re going to have to pay 
attention to detail. Somebody is nagging you to do the job per- 
fectly. You want to do it your way, and that’s that You’ve bad 
just about enough of being compliant Bite your tongue. If you 
don't think you can. get out of here early!. 


CAPRICORN: 

(December 22 to January 20) You might take a drive this after- 
noon. This rooming there are a bunch of problems. It looks 
like there are several surprises, and not all of them are pleas- 
ant Later, you’ll have to make good on a promise. Don’t try 
to wiggle out of it 


AQUARIUS: 

(January 21 to February 19) Take care of practical matters 
today. Keep your paperwork in order. Make sure all the bills 
get paid. If you can't pay one that's due, send a note. Lei them 
know what’s going on with you. Don’t put this off any longer. 


PISCES: 

(February 20 to March 20) This is a good day to have money 
coming in. It looks like you're working with somebody who 
can help you generate the income. If not make that your top 
priority. There’s a lot going on, so stay focused. Do the plan- 
ning. Tomorrow, you’ll have foe advantage. 


Birthstone of September: Sapphire — Lapis Lazuli 
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THE BETTER HALF. 


By Glasbergen 



‘If we save 50% more than we earn, 
we’ll have enough money to 
retire at age 65.” 


THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
by Henri Arnold and MBvArgfrtoi 


Unscramble these lour Jumbles, 
one letter to each square, to form 
four ordinary words. 


SEROU 

rn 

J ^ 


CitBIWiwIMi SnXew.be. 
Mnpanwmi 


YOPEN 

I 


□ 


VERSIM 





A POOR. YiM TO 
BUY PROPERTY. 


SYNATH 





gjflcss 


— 

i -A A _ 


Now arrange foe cfrded letted * 
form foe surprise answer, es w. 
gested by foe above canoonr 


rber cautions agm 

in si tting up 


SlT 


i ‘P 1 ■ ‘ 


..»:r 

m 

■■«■* iftvr 

..v 

-I *.2#% 

: .Hi? 1 * i* 
* .- •vrtrtM & 
■. ■/: IV 4 I 

u.ifiihcr 

: v* » 

• ' - I'sfjNi 

. « *?n« 

- ! IlOjjt 1*8 rt 

* 


-t'c 
ir. lift? 
• f'.jjict u 
■ •** *H hrtr 

<Si! M & 
. .irr 43 pf 
ftfi 

■:■*! «ticIh «*» st 

Tht 

..v i 

UWICU'C V 
* ‘ T-iT riv 

..;_v \>^innc n 

■ tbt’sc 

1 Hr 

v.fy at 




The Business c 


r Currencies A Croat R 




USD 


A - 




i ; em* 

C.S377 ; - , 0.1474 

V6040 ?.t7» ' 

0.6791 ; TI1.1T j P 
0-0082 1.4679 1 D STBt 

0 7204 i 1 7772 j l»4t« 

0 0006 i«43 ' 94M9 

0 4953 | *8.7* ‘ 3 *3*1 
0.1S59 0.2*7* ' 01014 


Print answer l 



A 1 gested by foe above canoon. ^ i “ ,, £ i 

—a mmxxg Afisz ! 

(Answers tomonafl ,r l 


Yesterday's 


(Answers tomo" 0- } 
Jumbles: HOVEL GUARD EMBRYO ACCESS 
Answer. What the night dub owner paid for fo® 
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- reuie® of news from the 'Jlra&ic press 


Taker cautions against excessive investments 
in setting up private hospitals 


* 511 ACCORDING TO Mahmoud 

Taher. president of the Private Hospi- 
tals’ Society, investments in the sec- 
tor have peaked and any new invest- 
ment in setting up private hospitals 
requires formulating a full and com- 
prehensive plan for medical care in 
Jordan. Noting that there are 16 hos- 
pital beds for every' 1 ,000 persons and 
that the population growth is not the 
standard to increase the number of 
beds. Dr. Taher saw the number of 
patients coming from other countries 
as an insufficient reason to establish 
medical institutions. “Patients coming 
from outside are a supporting factor 
but not an essential element to set up 
new hospitals,” he said. 

Cautioning against excessive build- 
in® of new "private hospitals in light 
of limited demand. Dr. Taher said the 
competition that will result will bring 
down medical charses but at the 
expense of services. There are 43 pri- 
vate hospitals in the Kingdom, and 
five others are under construction at a 
cost of about JD 50 million. “This 
huge number of private hospitals is 
associated with a modest increase in 
the number of beds and that does not 
correspond with the huge volume of 
equipment available af these hospi- 
tals, Dr. Taher indicated. He noted 
that there are 2,400 beds at private 


hospitals, but this number represents 
one third of the total number of hos- 

C l beds in the country. Of the 2.400 
s, 1 ,800 are in private hospitals in 
Amman. 

A recent report by the world bank 
also highlighted the risk of excessive 
investment m building private hospi- 
tals as accurate forecasts for expected 
demand from outside Jordan have not 
yet been prepared. 

The World Bank cautioned of the 
possibility of not fully benefiting 
from many expensive medical facili- 
ties in the private sector. 

Dr. Taher said the concern over this 
vital sector is in the possibility of ser- 
vices declining due to the low num- 
ber of patients compared to the 
increase in the number of hospitals. 
He feared that the profit margin will 
in the future take dominance over the 
good and humanitarian services that 
characterise this sector. 

The president of the society said the 
health sector accounts for about seven 
per cent of the gross domestic product 
of the country. “Of this percentage, 
the contribution of the private medical 
sector is 55 per cent despite the low 
rate of admission to hospitals and the 
average occupancy rate of beds " he 
added ( AJ Arab A1 Yawm). ■ 
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Major Currencies & 


Currency 
US Dollar 
DEMark 
GB Sterling 
CH Franc 
JP Yen 
CA Dollar 
IT Lira 
NL Guilder 
FR Franc 


Cross Rates 
GBP CHF. 
0.6234 1.4725 

0.3474 0.8212 


0.5102 1.2084 

0.4466 1.0539 , 

0.3559 0.0B42 
0.3085 7238 

0.1034 24.4443 


1.14 

1435.13 

60.41 

20J23 


Prices as at — 
PAD. mT~ 
1.3880 1749.25 
0.7739 975l16 
2.22 B4 2805.80 
0.9417 1187.06 
1.1367 14.32 

1247.54 

0.7930 

0.6873 866.01 

0.2303 33.49 


22/09/97 18:41 
MUG FBE~ 
2.0190 6.0265 

1.1258 33601 
3.2386 9.6665 

137.04 4.0878 
1 65.34 43361 
1.4380 43890 
1133 3.4435 


Middle Eastern Currencies 


Currency USD JOD 

US Dollar - 0.7080 

Jordan Dinar 1.4124 

Saudi Riyal 0.2666 0.1888 

Bahrain Dinar 2.65 1.8780 

Qatar Dinar 03747 0.1945 

Kuwait Dinar * ' 5Qr,D 
Emirates Dinar 
Lebanasa'IOOC 
Egyptian 


Energy 


Last 


18.80 
1937 
18.80 
17.78 
201.00 j 204.00 


Metal Prices 


Metal Bid J Otter 


Gold (OZs) 320.9 
Silver (oz s) 4.68 
Platinum (oz's) 4343 
Zinc 13 Months) 1421 
Lead (3 Months) 6273 
N1 (3 Months) 6480 | 650 


Energy 


93485 

1.0303 

12.3048 

1.0212 

2.4401 

1.1037 


Currency 


SA Riyal 
AE Dirham 
KW Dinar 
BH Dinar 
CY Pound 


fc.BP 

153730 

£GP = 
33980 

2170.90 

4.7994 

40931 

03060 

4077.03 

9.0135 

42233 

03335 

5042.65 

l 1 11 

418.48 

03252 

- 

23108 

452.32 



Commodity 

Last 

Coffee (albs) 

18132 

Cocoa (S' ton) 

1688 

Sugar (Sion) 

312 

Wheat ($/ton) 

137 

Soya (clbs) 

23.74 

Tea (stg.kg) 

147 

Barley (&'bsh) 

0 

Rice (£ton) 

430 


Delivery 

Spot 

spot 

Spot 

Spot 

Spot 

Spot 

Spot 

Spot 


.QAT KUW 
3.6402 03048 
5.1415 0.4305 
037 0.0813 

9.66 0.8085 

0.0837 

11.94 
03911 
23684 | 0.19B3 
1.0713 


Mid-East Currencies 


GBP CHF JPY 


03666 0.4782 0.1662 0393 32.558 

03723 1X4883 0.1698 0.4013 33347 

33808 5.8858 2.0458 4.8356 400.64 

0.3770 4.7574 1.654 33093 32334 

1.8844 3.3778 1.1741 2.7759 230.01 


Currency Deposit Rates (Bid) 


Months 


5.73 5.75 

731 7.19 

3.44 338 3.70' 

139 136 1.82 

6.06 5.76 539 


Currency 


US Dollar 
GB Steriling 
DEMark 
CH Franc 
FR Franc 
JP Yen 
NL Guilder 
IT Lira 
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0.4832 0.4856 
0.1185 0.1191 
03772 03801 
03534 03552 
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Government will pay I UAE banking on total 


bills of drugstores 
before end of October 


$7b profit from free zone 


AMMAN (J.T. ) — The 
government will be paying 
part of its dues to the drug- 
stores during this month 
and the rest in October, an 
official announcement said 
here Monday. 

The announcement was 
made by Deputy Prime 
Minister and Acting Minis- 
ter of Finance Jawad An. mi 
who said that the govern- 
ment will honour its com- 
mitments and will pay the 
bills to the drug stores in 
full. The delay in pay- 
ments. the minister said in a 
statement to the Jordan 
News Agency, Petra, is due 
to organisational matters 
associated with payments 
from the allocations made 
in the 1997 fiscal budget 

The government’s 

announcement came in the 
wake of an appeal made by 
the owners of drugstores to 
Prime Minister Abdul 
Salam Majali requesting 
that the government pay 
them its dues estimated at 
JD15 million accumulated 
from previous years in 
addition to this year. 

The drugstores propri- 
etors published the open 
letter addressed to the 
prime minister in the local 
press noting that the drug- 
stores have been facing dif- 
ficulties in importing drugs 
because the Ministry of 
Health, the Jordan Univer- 
sity Hospital and the Royal 
Medical Services have been 
delaying payment of their 


bills. 

The letter warned that 
lack of government . 
response to the appeals of 
the drugstores and lack of a 
solution to this problem 
could drive some drug 
stores out of business and 
force them to stop honoring 
their commitments to sup- 
ply government institutions 
with the required drugs due 
to insufficient funds to buy 
medicines. 

In his announcement. Dr. 
Anani said that while the 
government appreciates 
die services of the drug- 
stores, it considers the 
threats of the drug stores 
to stop supplying medi- 
cines as unacceptable. 

Supply of medicine is a 
humanitarian issue, said the 
minister noting that some 
delays are unavoidable but 
the payments are bound to 
be made. 

Drugstores earn good 
profit by selling to the gov- 
ernment which is a major 
customer, he added 

In the letter to the prime 
minister, the drugstore pro- 
prietors said that further 
delay is bound to result in 
unstable commercial deals 
and would damage the drug 
stores credibility. 

The letter appealed to the 
prime minister to pass 
instructions to the con- 
cerned authorities to speed 
up the settlement of the out- 
standing bills as soon as 
possible 


ABU DHABI (AFP) — 
The United Arab Emirates 
(UAE) expects to net nearly 
$7 billion in local profits 
from the Middle East’s first 
free storage zone, officials 
have said. 

The zone on Saadi yar 
island off Abu Dhabi will 
start operations as an 
international commodity 
warehousing and marketing 
centre within four years for 
a period of 25 years, Gener- 
al Manager Mohammed Al 
Husani said. 

He told the Emirates 
Today business weekly that 
the Saadiyat Free Zone 
Authority (SFZA) would 
attract funds through com- 
missions and fees paid by 
international companies 
seeking to use the zone’s 
stores and other facilities. 

“We expect the annual 
investment return to be 
around 24 per cent and the 
zone will start making prof- 
its during the fourth year of 
operation and they could 
reach nearly $370 million 
in the sixth year,” Mr. 
Husani said. 

“The profits are projected 
to total around $7 billion by 
the end of operations when 
the zone's 25-year term 
expires,” he added 

The government con- 
trolled SFZA has set its 
capita] at $3.3 billion , to be 
subscribed from domestic 
and external markets. 

SFZA sources said sub- 
scriptions would open with- 
in a few weeks and the 
share price has been set at 
10 dirhams ($2.72). The 
shares would be traded 


locally as well as on the 
London and Luxembourg 
stock markets, they said. 

“We expect a strong 
demand by local and 
international investors 
given the expected high 
profits from this strategic 
project,” an SFZA official 
said. 

The UAE approved the 
project last year, saying it 
would be one of the busiest 
commodity markets in the 
world because of its loca- 
tion midway between the 
West and Singapore, Japan 
and other busy Asian mar- 
kets. 

Officials said the com- 
modities in the zone would 
be traded on spot, futures 
and options commodity 
markets. 

The zone will have a 
capacity to store up to 67 
basic commodities, includ- 
ing oil, gold, diamond and 
other precious metals, 
grain, copper, aluminium, 
silver, zinc, steel, lead, 
cement and foodstuffs. 

The project which will 
begin construction in early 
1998, will include ware- 
houses, an airport a har- 
bour, specialised trading 
halls, hotels and other facil- 
ities. 

SFZA said last week it 
had selected Japan's Nomu- 
ra International, a London- 
based investment bank, to 
manage subscription for the 
zone's capital outside the 
UAE. 

“The zone's - functions 
will cover storage and trad- 
ing activities and will com- 
plement other international 
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commodities markets,’’ Mr. 
Husani said. 

“It will be supported by a 
vast regional market and 
the presence of more than 
$260 billion in liquidity. 
Around $200 billion are 
controlled by the Abu 
Dhabi govemenmt and the 
rest by the banking sector.” 

He said the zone would 
turn Abu Dhabi, the main 
oil producer in the UAE, 
into a major re-export cen- 
tre for Southeast Asia and 
other areas. 

Saadiyat, once a key cen- 
tre for some foreign firms 
operating in the UAE. is 
locared around six kilome- 
tres east of Abu Dhabi city. 
Officials have spoken of 
plans to build a causeway to 
link the island to the main- 
land. 

Beirut’s 
Fransabank 
may sell 
more shares 

BEIRUT (R) — Lebanon’s 
Fransabank has said it would 
consider selling more of its 
shares following a $21.6 mil- 
lion deal if the market was 
encouraging. 

' There are no immediate 
plans but we might consider 
s ellin g more shares in the 
future,” Fransabank executive 
advisor to the ebaaman Joe 
Sarrouh told Reuters. Tt 
depends how the market devel- 
ops.” 

Last week, it was announced 
that Fransabank has sold five 
per cent of its shares for $21.6 
millidn to mostly individual 
investors from Lebanon and 
Arab Gulf states. 

Lebanon Invest, a Beirut 
finance house that arranged the 
deal, said demand for the shares 
had reached $300 million, more 
than 15 times the offered size. 

Lebanon Invest had incor- 
rectly said earlier that the issue 
was almost eight times over- 
subscribed. the finance house 
said. 

The shares have already start- 
ed trading on the over-the- 
counter 'market, underinring 
market confidence in hank 
shares. 

Mr. Sarrouh said the deal 
came within the bank's long- 
term strategy of expanding its 
investor base. 

“We are selling these small 
pieces as part of our strategy to 
include in our capital institu- 
tions and investors to bring 
added value,” be said “Right 
now we are considering which 
investors will come on as board 
members.*’ 


GRAND. TOTAL 
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Maid Missing 

Alvi Agasta, a Filipina 
maid, has been reported 
missing since Sept. 12, 97 
and she did not return to her 
owner’s residence. Whoever 
knows anything about her 
shall call the Al Hussein 
Police Station or the Philip- 
pines Embassy in Amman. 
Those who conceal any 
information about her will be 
subject to legal punishment. 
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10 Sports 


Top players converge on 
Munich for Grand Slam Cup 


MUNICH | AFP) — World No. 1 Pete Sampras and 
Australia’s U.S. Open champion Patrick Rafter head a field 
of 16 top players — most of whom will be jetting into 
Munich after their weekend Davis Cup duties — when the 
$6 million Grand Slam Cup opens here Tuesday. _ 

Sampras, who beat Rafter in the Davis Cup semi-final tri- 
umph in Washington at the weekend, will start favourite for 
one of the world’s richest tournaments. 

But the 24-year-old Rafter, who won U.S. Open title a 
fortnight ago, will be out for revenge after his disappointing 
performances in the men’s team event 
"‘It's very exciting," said Rafter, who has risen to No. 3 in 
the rankings. 

“It’s a big thrill just for me to be in this sort of company. 
I've gone from 14th to third, it’s such a big jump. There are 
a lot of great players on 4, 5 and 6 that I never would have 
dreamed of being ahead of — but I am.” 

The Grand Slam Cup field comprised of the 16 best 
players from the year’s four Slams (the Australian, French, 
U.S. Opens and Wimbledon). 

Sampras won the Australian and Wimbledon, while 
Brazilian Gustavo Kuerten took the French title. 

This year's edition, being played for the first time in 


September instead of December, is special 

Crowd-pleaser Boris Becker, whose presence can make or 
break a German tournament, has been given a wild card to 
compete in his hometown after w innin g the event twelve 
months ago. 

The tournament remains one of the most lucrative in the 
world and even a first-round loser can walk away with a 
cheque for $ 1 00,000. 

The winner earns $1.5 million. 

Becker, ranked 17th in the world and having announced 
his retirement at the end of the year, won both of bis singles 
against Mexico in what was his last appearance for 
Germany in the Davis Cup at the weekend. He is scheduled 
to open against Sweden’s Jonas Bjorkman — the player 
who contributed three pointgs to Sweden’s 4-1 victory over 
Italy. 

Sampras faces Spaniard Felix Mantilla while third-seeded 
Kuerten takes on experienced Czech Petr Korda. 

Britain’s Greg Rusedski, one of just five competitors who 
were not on Davis Cup duty at the weekend and beaten by 
Rafter in the U.S. final, enters the eventg for the first time 
against Australian Todd Woodbridge. 


Milan — Italy’s tale of one city 


MILAN (AFP) — Italy’s footballing 
capital will be tom between tears of 
joy and despair this week, after Inter 
Milan soared to the top of the Serie A 
and AC Milan crashed to humiliating 
defeat 

Nearly 90 years of rivalry have 
risen to the surface with Inter's 3-2 
win over Fiore min a and Milan’s 2-1 
upset against Udinese on Sunday 
night 

Inter are now top with nine points 
from three games, while Milan, the 
world’s most successful club side of 
the past 10 years, languish down in 
1 3th place with just two points on the 
board. 

Ronaldo put Inter in front with his 
third goal in as many games, but 
Gabriel Batistuta later gave 
Fiorentina a 2-1 lead before France’s 
Youri Djotkaeff hit a late winner at 
San Siro. 

Inter president Massimo Moratti. 
whose team haven’t had such a good 
start to a season since 1971, said: 
“Compliments to Fiorentina for a 
great match, but compliments to Inter 
too for what they did in the second 
half. 

'They found the pace that was 
missing in the opening 45 minutes.” 

Admitting Ronaldo's near-total 
lack of support, he added: “Batistuta 
was fantastic and Ronaldo had to do 
virtually everything on his own, but 
it*s the three points that count at the 
end." 

Inter coach Gigi Simoni had no 


illusions about the victory though. 

‘It went well,” he said. “But we 
didn’t deserve to win and Fiorentina 
didn't deserve to lose. We got the 
three points only because we were 
more determined to score. 

“But there was a lot missing, and 
there were a lot of indivdual mistakes 
which made life complicated for us. 

“Fiorentina were playing football 
and we were standing still. We often 
let our opponents take the initiative 
and then hit them on the counter, but 
this time we were under pressure 
everywhere on the field." 

However, Simoni 's criticism and 
his firm belief that Inter still have a 
way to go were nothing compared to 
Fabio Capello's anger after he 
watched his side gift three points to 
Udinese. 

Patrick Kluivert had given Milan a 
fifth minute lead when his shot hit 
against the goalkeeper's leg, 
rebounded onto the Dutchman’s knee 
and flew back again past the keeper 
into the net 

But two goals from German striker 
Oliver Bierhoff, the first from a head- 
er and the second in the 85th minute 
from a gift of a backpass by Dutch 
defender Winston Bogarde won it for 
Udinese. 

Capello said: “There’s a problem of 
concentration. But it’s not just that — 
some of my players are just superfi- 
cial. Otherwise, there’s no explana- 
tion for the way things keeping turn- 
ing against us.” 


Milan have take the lead in all three 
of their league games this season, 
before being caught — against Lazio 
by conceding an injury time penalty. 

As for Bogarde’s contribution. 
Capello could not conceal his fury. 

Shifts,” he spat “We’re always 
giving away gifts. We're like a chari- 
ty towards other teams. And these 
points that we’ve thrown away could 
cost us very dear in the future. 

“How could Bogarde make such 
basic mistake? He gifted a golden 
ball to Bierhoff. But there was a lack 
of attention in their first goal as well. 

He went on: “It was bad enough 
just to be drawing at the end, Udinese 
had done very little. A few attacks, 
and nothing else. Leonardo had hit 
the bar for us and their goalkeeper 
was stopping everything else — the 
possible ones and the impossible 
ones as well. 

“But I'll say it . again, we lost 
because we are too generous and 
because we concede goals which are 
just incredible. Udinese should have 
thanked us at the end. But they did- 
n’t.” 

And as for the local rivalry, he 
admitted: “I'm jealous of Inter for 
being top of the table. It’s not very 
pleasant for us, the other half of the 
city of Milan, to have to see that. 

“On paper at least, they’re no better 
than we are. And yet we’re having to 
look up to them. And to say the least, 
it's not something I’m used to.” 


Brazil 

wins 

Under- 17 
World Cup 


CAIRO ( AP) — Brazil on 
Sunday won the Under- 17 
World Cup, beating 
defending champion 
Ghana 2-1 after Audrey 
Mayr scored the winning 
goal three minutes before 
time. 

In an earlier match for 
third place, Spain defeated 
Germany 2-1. 

Brazil’s victory avenged 
its 2-3 defeat by Ghana in 
the finals of the last U-17 
World Cup, held in 
Ecuador in 1995. 

“The match was very 
hard and we had a number 
of problems, but the heart 
of the Brazilian players 
was stronger than every- 
thing else,” Brazilian coach 
Carlos Cesar said. 

Post-match statistics 
showed Ghana had posses- 
sion 54 per cent of the time 
and evenly matched Brazil 
in other aspects. 

Spain’s Sergio Gonzalez 
was judged to be the tour- 
nament’s best player. His 
teammate, David Huete, 
won the gold medal for 
being the highest scorer 
with seven goals. Ghana’s 
Adjou Emmanuel won the 
silver with five goals. 

Argentina received a tro- 
phy for the best behaved 
team on aod off the field. 

Brazil began its cam- 
paign in style. In the round- 
robin Group C. it beat 
Austria 7-0, the United 
States 3-0 and Oman 3-1. 
in the quarter-final, it beat 
arch-rival Argentina 2-0 
and defeated Germany 4-0 
in the semifinal. 

Ghana started with a 
scoreless draw against 
Argentina in Group D, but 
showed its mettle with/d 5- 
1 victory over Bahrain and 
a 2-0 win over Costa Rica. 

In the quarterfinals 
Ghana beat Oman 4-1 and 
defeated Spain 2-1 in the 
semifinals. 


Maradona wants 
to continue playing 


BUENOS AIRES (AFP) — Argentina's former World Cup 
superstar Diego Maradona said here Sunday that he wants 
to continue playing for his Argentinian club Boca Juniors. 

Maradona, who is facing a third drugs ban and a possible 
four-year prison term for shooting at journalists with an 
airgun three years ago, had been expected to announce his 
retirement from the game after playing for Boca Juniors in 
Sunday's league match But at a post-match press confer- 
ence aftger helping his side to a 2-1 home victory over San 
Lorenzo, a defiant Maradona said: “I make this decision for 
my father and for the fans of Boca.” 

Only a week ago, Maradona, now 36, was saying that he 
wanted to go and live in Cuba. 

“I'd go to Cuba for Fidel (Castro), the warm climate, and 
because I get on very well with Cubans, who are very dig- 
nified people.” he said. 

Although he hinted: “1 now feel “nearer retirement than 
anything else,” he also said it would be a shame to bow out 
“when I’m growing in physical and footballing terms.” 

Maradona, charged with injuring four reporters with an 
uiigun at his Buenos Aires ho&ie in 1994, bad wanted the 
affair to be sent to a Federal court, but the appeals court 
ruled the felony was not a federal offence. 

And his offer to do ‘community service’ instead of serve 
a prison sentence, was rejected by the Provincial judge in 
Buenos Aires. 

Argentine law means he will only actually be jailed if the 
judge sentences him to more than three years. But the pros- 
ecution has asked for a four-year term. 

Self-confessed cocaine addict Maradona, who says he 
intends to retire after Sunday’s game for Boca Juniors 
against San Lorenzo, rested positive for “illegal sub- 
stances” for the third time in his career last month and 
another ban would mean his career is finally over. 

Although a judge has ruled he can keep playing until an 
investigation into the latest doping affair is completed, 
Maradona, who claims his sample was tampered with, is 
now apparently ready to bring down the curtain on a career 
which reached its apogee with World Cup gloiy in 1986. 



Argentine soccer star Diego Maradona, of the Boca Juniors, raises a yoonster as he 
acknowledges fans prior to a match for the Argentine championship against San 
Lorenzo. Boca Juniors won 2-1 (Reuters photo) 
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Yachts leave Southampton for the first stage of the Whitbread round-the-world 
yacht race September 21. Ten yachts are competing in the eight month long, sev- 
enth Whitbread race which is hailed as the toughest ocean yacht race in the world 
(Reuters photo) 


Metz draw as Monaco 
rebound from European defeat 


PARIS (AFP) — Early 
French league pacesetters 
Metz retook the lead in the 
standings on Sunday after a 
scoreless draw in Bastia 
while Monaco bounced 
back from their 3-0 

Champions League defeat 
by Sporting Lisbon with a 
2-0 away win in 

Montpellier. 

Metz lead Paris St 
Germain by a point after the 
Parisians drew I -l away to 
Le Havre on Saturday night 
— Bastia move up to third 
five points behind Metz. 

Metz failed to take advan- 
tage of Bastia’s 19-year-old 
striker Prince Daye being 
sent off for stamping in the 
70th minute, only 10 min- 
utes after coming on as a 
substitute. 

Monaco, who bad been 
roundly criticised for their 
performance in Portugal by 
both their coach Jean 
Tigana and the club's 
President Jean Louis 
Campora, easily disposed of 


Montpellier, who had 
Moroccan midfielder Kader 
Ferbaoui sent off, with their 
star Nigerian striker Victor 
Ikpeba hitting a double to 
take his total to five for the 
season. 

The 24-year-old Ikpeba 
scored his first in the 41st 
minute after being set up by 
Chad strike partner Japhet 
N’Doram, returning from 
suspension, and then struck 
home a rightfooted effort in 
the 70th minute having been 
released by Algerian play- 
maker Ali Benarbia. 

On Saturday Florian 
Maurice had given Paris 
Saint Germain the lead in 
the 22nd minute but Yann 
Soloy equalised for Le 
Havre before halftime. 

Paris defender Alain 
Roche was sent off with 13 
minutes left for allegedly 
headbutting former team- 
mate Cyrille Pouget, but the 
visitors held on. 

Marseille stayed in touch 
with the leaders with a 2-0 


SPORTS IN BRIEF 


Grobbelaar off to Wednesday 


LONDON (AFP) — Former Liverpool star Bruce 
Grobbelaar has moved to Sheffield Wednesday on a three- 
month loan, less than a week after joining Oxford United 
The 39-year-old was set to travel with Oxford to York for 
Tuesday night’s League Cup tie when he heard 
Wednesday urgently needed a replacement for injured first 
choice keeper Kevin Pressman. Wednesday boss David 
Pleat moved quickly to snap up Grobbelaar after Pressman 
suffered a groin injury in Saturday’s 0-0 draw with 
Coventry. Oxford United secretary Mick Brown said: “We 
had a gentlemen's agreement that if a club came in and 
offered him better terras we would let him go, and obvi- 
ously Sheffield Wednesday have offered him better money 
than we can." 


Fair Play goes unnoticed 


MILAN (AFP) — It may have been FIFA's Fair Play day, 
but you wouldn’t have noticed in Italy, where the booting, 
hacking and elbowing carried on as usual. There were 
slightly fewer bookings in the Serie A (only 33 compared 
to 40 the previous week; but just as many red cards — 
five. In the Serie B, 13 players were sent off — establish- 
ing a new season record — and 44 were booked, a slight 
decrease. 


Kanchelskis pays the price 


MILAN (AFP; — Fiorentina’s former Everton star Andrei 
Kanchelskis can testily to just how much Fair Play was in 
evidence on Sunday. The Russian international was 
stretchered off at San Siro after a brutal tackle by Inter 
Milan’s Taribo West, for which the Nigerian defender got 
off with a booking. Kanchelskis' injured ankle was due for 
further examinations on Monday, but he is expected to be 
out for at least a month. 


Souness blames the horse 


PESCARA (AFP) — Graeme Souness’ Torino were 
trounced 3-0 at Pescara, but the Scottish coach distanced 
himself from a defeat which leaves them fourth from bot- 
tom with four points from as many games. “We lacked 
passion in the last third of the pitch,” he said. “But passion 
is not something dial’s down to the coach: I can only tell 
them what they should be doing, just how they achieve 
that is down to them.” And he reflected: “You can take a 
horse to water, but you can’t make it drink." 


Benfica 

chase 

Robson 


LISBON (AFP) — 
Speculation reached fever 
pitch in Lisbon on Monday 
that fallen Portuguese 
giants Benfica were mov- 
ing to appoint former 
England and Barcelona 
boss Bobby Robson to 
replace sacked Manuel 
Jose. 

Jose was dismissed on 
Sunday following a string 
of poor results and former 
coach Mario Wilson is tak- 
ing over in a temporary 
capacity. 

Monday's press was full 
of reports that Robson was 
being actively targeted to 
take over. 

Diario de Noticias said 
Benfica chairman Manuel 
Damasio. who is standing 
for re-election on October 
31, saw Robson as “the ace 
up his sleeve,” and' added 
that Carlos Moia, a senior 
club official, had left late 
Sunday for the Catalan 
capital “to sort everything 
out with the former 
Barcelona coach.” 

Benfica have reportedly 
already been in contact 
with Robson’s former 
deputy Jose Mourinho. 

Robson, 64. has been 
working as Barca’s director 
of recruitment since being 
“moved upstairs” at the end 
of last season to b® 
replaced by Dutchman 
Luis Van Gaal, despite 
winning the Cup Winner 5 
Cup and Spanish Cup. 
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Danny Devito 
& Pierce Brosnan...in 
MARS ATTACKS 
(12:30, 3:30, 6:00, 8:30, 10:30) 

C0HC0X8 *2* 

BATMAN & ROBIN 

Shows: 3:30, 5:45 only 


^ GALLERIA 1 ^ 




CINEMA 


ABDOUN 


John Travolta & 
Nicolas Cage ... in 


FACE OFF 

Shows: 3:30, 6:15, 8:30, 10:45 

— > 


v 


TEL 079 33430 

GALLERIA 2 


A 


ABDOUN 

Julia Roberts ... in 


MY BEST FRIEND’S 

WEDDING 

Shows: 3:30. 6:30, 8:30, 10:30 


Wiefa™ THwwa TbeStXft 

TEL: 625155 


Watch out for the new ploy 

THE GOVERNMENT 
IN THE SERVICE 
OF PEOPLE 

Starring Hisham Yetnes . 
andAmal Dabbas 
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home win against 
Chateauroux. who have 
struggled to come to terms 
with life after promotion. 
Arthur Moses and Eric Roy 
got the goals. 

Lens won 2-0 at home to 
Toulouse to end a run of 
three draws, getting goals 
from Vlaimir Smicer and 
Wagneau Eloi. . 

UEFA Cup contenders 
Strasbourg and Bordeaux 
drew 0-0. perhaps both 
were tired after their mid- 
week exertions, while 
Guingamp edged Nantes I- 
0 to stay in touch with the 
leaders. 

Stragglers Cannes and 
Rennes drew 1-1 with the 
Riviera club delighted with 
the point after losing three 
straight at home. 

The 1996 champions 
Auxerre led 1-0 at home to 
Lyon thanks ro Yann 
Lachuer, but Lyon hit back 
to win 2-1 with goals from 
Patrice Carte ron and 
Joseph-Desire Job. 
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Sports 

MAJOR LEAGUE RESULTS 1 Davis Cu 


Jordan Times, Tuesday, September 23, 1997 


WASHINGTON (AFP) — Major League results following Sunday’s games: 

National League 
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Montreal 7 

Pittsburgh 1 

Houston 8 

Chicago Cubs 1 

San Francisco 8 

NY Mets 2 

Colorado 1 

American League 

Boston 5 

Detroit 1 

NY Yankees 5 

Kansas City 1 

Minnesota 2 

Anaheim 4 

Seattle 9 


Atlanta 
St Louis 
Cincinnati 
Philadelphia 
San Diego 
Fonda 
Los Angeles 


White Sox 

Baltimore 

Toronto 

Cleveland 

Milwaukee 

Texas 

Oakland 


1 (10 Innings.) 
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Tampa Bay Buccaneers fullback Mike Alstott (40) picks up yardage against the 
Miami Dolphins during first quarter action. Dolphins defencive end Daryl Gardner 
makes the tackle as Bucs tackle Paul Gruber (74) follows tbe play. The intrastate 
rivals met in Houlihan’s Stadium with the Bucs w inning 31-21 (Reuters photo) 
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National Football League Results 


Benfiea 

chase 

Robson 


Kansas City 

35 

Carolina 

14 

Green Buy 

38 

Minnesota 

32 

New Orleans 

35 

Detroit 

17 

New England 

31 

Chicago 

3 

NY Jets 

23 

Oakland 

22 

Baltimore 

36 

Tennessee 

10 

Buffalo 

37 

Indianapolis 

35 

Denver 

38 

Cincinnati 

20 

Seattle 

26 

San Diego 

22 

San Francisco 

34 

Atlanta 

7 

St Louis 

13 

NY Giants 

3 

Tampa Bay 

31 

Miami 

21 
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Arsenal shoot down Chelsea 
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LONDON (AFP) — A’ 
stunning 30-yard strike by 
veteran defender Nigel 
Winterbum in the dying 
moments of the game 
clinched a 3-2 victory' for 
Arsenal over 10-man 
Chelsea in a pulsating 
London derby on Sunday. 

Chelsea had Franck 
Leboeuf sent off for after 
67 minutes but they 
appeared to have hung on 
for a draw when Winter- 
bum burst from deep and 
let fly with an unstoppable 
drive that curled into the 
top right comer of the 
Chelsea net. 

Earlier, the home side 
took the lead through 
Uruguayan Gustavo Poyet 
after 40 minutes before in- 
form Dennis Bergkamp 
put the Gunnners in from 
with two goals. 

Gianfranco Zola put 
Chelsea level with his first 
goal of the season before 
Wimerbum’s spectacular 
effort sealed all three 
points and lifted .Arsenal 
into second behind Pre- 
miership leaders Manches- 
ter United. 

The game took a while to 
come to life as both sides 
struggled to impose them- 
selves in the opening 
exchanges, but the chances 
began to come after a quar- 
ter of an hour. 

The first was created out 
of nothing by Bergkamp 
who left Chelsea’s defence 
for dead with a smart turn 
on the right of the area 
before filing his shot 
straight at Blues ’keeper 
Ed de Goey. 

Moments later Zola 
came close to ending his 
goal drought with a snap 
volley from the edge of the 
box which sailed over the 
bar. 

Arsenal had Steve Bould 
to thank shortly afterwards 
as the veteran central 
defender threw himself in 
from of a fierce shot from 


Poyet after a good build-up 
involving Zola and Gianlu- 
ca Vialli. 

Ten minutes from the 
interval Arsenal twice 
went close when Ray Par- 
lour just failed to get his 
head to a comer and Ian 
Wright saw his shot beaten 
away after he pounced on 
the loose ball. 

But it was the home side 
who finally made the 
breakthrough on 40 min- 
utes. 

Chelsea captain Dennis 
Wise crossed from the 
right and young centre 
back Michael Duberry met 
the ball with a downward 
header which flew back 
across the goal to Poyet 
who needed only to stick 
out his left foot to score. 

The goal sparked wild 
celebrations amongst the 
home support, but they 
were silenced five minutes 
later as the Gunners hit 
back on the stroke of half- 
time. 

Patrick Vieira delivered a 
short cross to the edge of 
the area where Wright, 
turning provider, nodded 
the ball down for 
Bergkamp who slotted the 
balf under de Goey for the 
equaliser. 

Bergkamp came close to 
giving the visitors the lead 
with "a brilliant piece of 
opportunism on 52 min- 
utes when he forced a good 
save out of de Goey with a 
delightful volley on the run 
from a sharp angle. 

But the Dutchman 
grabbed his second goal of 
the game seven minutes 
laier'when he capiralised 
on confusion in the 
Chelsea defence to put the 
visitors into the lead. 

Dubeny tried to head the 
ball clear but his limp 
effort fell straight to 
Bergkamp who gratefully 
crashed a low shot into the 
comer of the net from 18 
yards out. 


Arsenal's joy, however, 
was shortlived as Chelsea 
hit back within the minute 
when Zola rolled the ball 
in from close range after 
being superbly picked out 
by substitute Mark Hughes 
from the right. 

Seven minutes later 
Chelsea found themselves 
down to 10 men when 
Leboeuf picked up his sec- 
ond bookable offence after 
a wreckless challenge on 
Bergkamp and was imme- 
diately given his marching 
orders by the referee. 

The home side, though, 
looked as though they had 
survived Arsenal’s increas- 
ingly dangerous attacks 
before Winterbum, who 
had not scored for over a 
year, became the unlikely 
provider of Arsenal’s vic- 
tory. 


U.S. reaches final; France relegated 


PARIS (AFP) — The 
United States and Swe- 
den reached their 
expected November 
Davis Cup title show- 
down by winning their 
semi-finals on Sunday 
— but champions 
France discovered what 
a difference a year can 
make when they were 
relegated from the elite 
World Group after los- 
ing to Belgium. 

Sweden, leading 2-1 
after Saturday’s dou- 
bles, were forced to play 
ten samina-sapping sets 
in Friday’s opening sin- 
gles. 

But they wasted no 
time polishing off the 
plucky Italians 4-1 in 
Norrkoping — their 
‘man-of-the-tie’ Jonas 
Bjorkman qualifying 
last year’s finalists by 
beating Renzo For lan 4- 
6, 6-4, 6-0, 6-4 in the 
first reverse singles. 

Thomas Enqvist then 
scored a 6-3, 6-7 (5/7), 6- 
3 win over Omar Cara- 
porese in the dead rub- 
ber. 

The 13th-ranked 
Bjorkman, who played 
both singles and dou- 
bles, won all three of his 
matches over the week- 
end and he was singled 
out for special praise by 
his captain Carl-Axel 


“Jonas was m great 
form, both physically 
and mentally, admitted 
Hageskog. “The three 
points he won made him 
our hero.” 

Bjorkman said that he 
had taken nothing for 
granted against the 
84th-ranJked Furlan in 
opening singles on Sun- 
day. 

Furlan had’ scored 
Italy’s only point in the 
tie by beating Enqvist 
on Friday and Bjork- 
man said: “I realised it 
would not be easy but I 
knew that Furlan would 
have heavy legs after 
that victory over 
Thomas.” 

Bjorkman’s consisten- 
cy also drew praise from 
his opponents. 

“He played like some- 
thing out of this world,” 
said Italy’s new captain 
Paolo Bertolucci, 
adding: “It wasn’t that 
we played badly. I 
though Furlan was 
capable of fighting back. 
But Bjorkman was just 
too strong.” 

The victory puts the 
Swedes, who were run- 
ners-up to France in 
1996, into their 11th 
final since 1995 and they 
will be bidding to win 
the trophy for a sixth 
time when they face the 
United States in 
Gothenburg. 

Hopes of a new ‘gold- 
en era’ for Australian 
tennis following the 
recent U.S. Open victory 
of Pat Rafter proved to 
be premature when the 
United States won all 
four singles against the 
visitors m Washington. 
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PLAY OR DEFEND? 


North-South vulnerable. South 

NORTH 

*Q95 

C J 10 84 2 
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4QJ4 


WEST 

EAST 

*743 
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383 

C>975 

CKJ85 

0 10 7 2 

A E 10 7 5 
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SOUTH WEST NORTH EAST 

2* Pan. ' 2P Pa«« 

2a Pan 4a Pan 

6 a Pm Pan Paw 

Opening lead: Three of * 

Study the four in the dia- 
gram above. Would you rather 
declare or defend six spades after 
the lead of a low tramp? 

Note North's jump to four spades 
after Uw artificial and strong two- 
club opening nnd the two-diamond 
denial It showed good tramp sop* 
part while at the same time deny- 


in any side suit. South elected to 
hid the slam anyway. Since the 
bidding guaranteed a trump entry 
to the tyhle, the contract rated to 
fie no worse than on a fingf 

Declarer won tbe opening lead in 
dummy with the queen and 
finessed the queen of diamonds, los- 
ing to the king. Back came another 
trump, East signalling with the 
nine of dubs. Since the hearts could 
provide two discards with a trump 
as an entiy, declarer tried to dear 
the three high hearts from the 
closed hand. Unfortunately West 
raffed — down one. 

That does not mean that you 
should elect to defend. Given the 
tramp lead, there was a better line 
available that, once trumps were no 
worse than 3-1, depended oo little 
more than a 3-2 heart split. Win the 
opening lead in dummy and lead 
the queen or clubs, discarding a 
high heart from hand no matter 
what East plays. Best defense is for 
East to rise with the ace of dubs 
and shift to a diamond. However, 
declarer can fell that by winning 
with the ace and cashing the two 
remaining high hearts. After play- 
ing off a high trump in hand, 
declarer crosses to the table with 
the queen of trumps to discard 
three diamonds on the good hearts. 
Making m-odd. 



American Davis Cap player Michael Chang carries the American flag over his head 
as be makes a victory lap around the tennis court after the American team clinched 
a victory in the Davis Cup semi-finals. The American team will now face Sweden in 
the Davis Cup finals (Reuters photo) 

World number-one the first of the reverse India, Russia and 

Pete Sampras made sure singles. Switzerland all kept 

the Americans wfl] con- Injuries forced both their places in the top 
test the final for a 59th- team captains to call up flight, 
time when he defeated their reserve players for French . Open champi- 

R after 6-7 (6/8), 6-1, 6-1, the final singles — on Gustavo Kuerten and 


6-4 — overpowering his 
opponent with his big 
serve and impeccable 
groundstrokes. 

Sampras has now won 
eight Davis Cup singles 
matches in a row, last 
losing in the competition 
when an ankle injury 
forced him to retire 
against Sweden’s Stefan 
Edberg in tbe 1994 
semi-finals. 

Michael Chang made 
the final score 4-1 by 
winning the dead rub- 
ber against big-serving 
Mark Philippoussis 7-6 
(7/5), 7-6 (7/2). 

Sampras, who has 
been critical of the 
scheduling of Davis Cup 
matches and who did 
not play in the Ameri- 
cans’ first two ties this 
year, has told team cap- 
tain Tom Gullikson that 
he will be available for 
selection against Swe- 
den where the United 
States will be bidding 
for their 31st title. 

In the qualifying play- 
offs, France, who lost 
their number-one 
Cedric Pfoline with a 
back injury during his 
opening singles on Fri- 
day, fought hard to keep 
their position among the 
elite — but they were 
finally beaten 3-2 in 
Ghent. 

Bespectacled replace- 
ment Guillaume Raoux, 
who temporarily 

revived French hopes by 
winning the doubles 
alongside Fabrice San- 
toro on Saturday, set the 
stage for a thrilling fin- 
ish by levelling the score 
at 2-2 when he beat Bel- 
gian number-one Filip 
Dewuif 6-3, 6-4, 7-5 in 


Christophe Van Garsse 
coming in for Johan Van 
Herck and Lionel Ronx 
taking the place of San- 
toro — and, in a dra- 
matic three-hour 

encounter, the 23-year- 
old Belgian belied his 
modest 143rd ranking, 
played the match of his 
life and scored an emo- 
tional 7-5, 6-4, 1-6, 6-2 
win. 

France were not the 
only big name casualties 
in the World Group 
play-offs. 

Austria, despite the 
presence of Thomas 
Muster in their line-up, 
were also relegated 
when they lost 3-2 to 
Zimbabwe in Harare. 

With the African side 
leading 2-1 after Satur- 
day’s doubles, Muster 
kept Austrian hopes 
alive by winning a gru- 
elling five setter against 
Zimbabwe number-one' 
Byron Black. But his 3- 
6, 6-3, 2-6, 6-3, 6-1 win 
was not enough. 

Byron’s brother, 
Wayne Black, clinched 
his side’s win by defeat- 
ing Gerald Mandl in the 
final match. Mandl, who 
came in for Gilbert 
Schaller who was suffer- 
ing from stomach 
cramps, went down 5-7, 
6-3, 6-3, 6-0. 

Slovakia, like Zimbab- 
we, reached the World 
Group for the first time 
when they defeated 
Canada 4-1 in Montreal 
— the Canadians’ only 

S oint coming from the 
oubles where Grant . 
Connell was playing his 
last match for the home 
side. 

Brazil, Germany, 


India, Russia and 
Switzerland all kept 
their places in the top 
flight. 

French. Open champi- 
on Gustavo Kuerten and 
Andre Sa, a late replace- 
ment for Fernando 
Meligeni, completed 
Brazil’s 5-0 whitewash 
of New Zealand. 
Knerten hammered 
Brett Steven 6-1, 6-0 and 
Sa defeated Alistair 
Hunt 6-2, 6-2. 

South Korea escaped 
an identical fate against 
Switzerland in Locarno 
by winning both of Sun- 
day’s ‘dead’ singles. 

The Swiss, who had 
taken an unbeatable 3-0 
lead after Saturday’s 
doubles, did not play 
their 1992 Olympic 
champion Marc Rosset 
on the final day since he 
was complaining of 
shoulder pain. His place 
was taken by Lorenzo 
Manta who crashed 6-4, 

6- 3 to Yong-H Yoon and 
Lee Hyung-Taik then 
defeated Ivo Heuberger 

7- 5, 6-2. 

Germany did not let 
up against Mexico. 

Three- times Wimble- 
don champion Boris 
Becker, 29 and playing 
his last tie before his 
retirement at the end of 
the season, defeated 


Alejandro Hernandez 6- 
4, 7-5 and Jens Knipp- 
schild beat Luis Herrera 

6- 2, 3-6, 6-4 for an over- 
all 5-0 win. 

Russia and India, how- 
ever, had tougher 
matches. 

Russia finally sealed a 
3-2 win over Romania in 
Moscow when Alexan- 
dre Volkov overcame 
Ion Moldovan 6-4, 6-3, 

7- 5 in the final singles. 
The Russians, who had 

led 2-0 after Friday's 
singles but who lost Sat- 
urday’s doubles, were in 
serious trouble when 
their 1996 French Open 
champion Yevgeny 
Kafelnikov suffered a 
shock 6-4, 3-6, 6-4, 6-1 
loss to Andrei Pavel. But 
Vokov came to the res- 
cue with his straight- 
sets win. 

In New Delhi, Mabesh 
Bhupathy fought back 
from the brink in tbe 
decisive fifth rubber 
Sunday to lead hosts 
India to a 3-2 victory 
over Chile in their Davis 
Cup World Group qual- 
ification tie. 

Bhnpathy, ranked 225 
in tbe world, withstood 
tbe loss of the first two 
sets to overcome 184th- 
ranked Gabriel Silber- 
. stein 6-7 (4/7), 4-6, 6-4, 
6-4, 6-3 in a titanic 
three-hour straggle. 

The win came after 
Chile, trailing 1-2 after 
Saturday’s robbers, had 
drawn level when world 
number-seven Marcelo 
Rios defeated India’s 
top player Leander Paes 
6-7 (5/7), 6-4, 6-0, 7-6 
(7/3). 

In other matches, the 
Ukraine completed a 3-2 
victory over Hungary in 
the Euro/ African Group 
One play-off in 
Budapest — Andrei 
Medvedev winning all 
three of his matches — 
and Argentina beat 
Venezuala 4-1 in the 
American Group One 
play-off in Buenos Aires. 

Uzbekistan white- 
washed the Philippines 
5-0 in Tashkent in their 
Asia/Ociania Group 
One play-off; and the 
Lebanon scored a 4-1 
home win over Iran in 
the Asia/Oceania Group 
Two 3rd round. 

In the Euro/AXrican 
Group Two third-round, 
Norway defeated Port- 
gngal 3-2 in Porto and 
Finland defeated Poland 
by the same scoreline in 
Helsinki. 

Colombia, meanwhile, 
saw off Uruguay 4-1 in 
Bogota in the American 
Group Two third-round 
clash. 


CAR FOR SALE 


1992 BLACK GOLF CABRIOLET 
1.8 engine, 60,000 miles, A/C, 
electric windows, heated seats. 
Very good condition. 

Call 823230. Duty unpaid. 


FOR RENT IN AL-RABIA 

Furnished or unfurnished floors. Each 
floor consists of 4 bedrooms, spacious 
salons and 4 bathrooms. 

For more information, 

please call: 5510107 


50 % 

SALE 

on 

all winter 
& summer 
collection 
at JET SET 


AUTHO«|z£p ^DEALER OF 

.Cdlyjggleln 

Opening hours; 10 >1 JO ft 3.30 - 8 pm 
RAVAT CENTER - ABDOUN - TEL 658116 
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Diana’s bodyguard says car 


followed by another vehicle 


LONDON (AFP) — Trevor 
Rees-Jones. the Princess of 
Wales bodyguard and the 
only survivor of the Paris 
car crash in which she died, 
has told a French judge that 
her chr was being followed 
by another vehicle the night 
of the tragedy. 

The Guardian newspaper, 
which obtained a tape 
recording of Mr. Rees- 
Jones’ interview with Judge 
Herve Stephan, said French 
police were moving to a the- 
ory that there was a chase 
between the princess' 
Mercedes and a Fiat 

The paper on Monday 
published lengthy extracts 


from the tape recording of 
the interview with Mr. Rees- 
Jones last Friday. 

Asked if he knew whether 
the Mercedes — carrying 
the princess and her com- 
panion Dodi Fayed and 
being driven by Henri Paul 
— was being followed when 
it left the Hotel Ritz, Mr. 
Rees-Jones said: "There 

were two motorbikes and 
one car." 

He said: “I do not remem- 
ber the route. It seems to me 
that there was one white car 
with a boot which opened at 
the back." 

Mr. Rees-Jones. 29, said 
the car was following when 


the Mercedes left the Ritz, 
and added “It crossed the 
street when we left and then 
it followed us.” 

But the Guardian said that 
during the 15-minute inter- 
view Mr. Rees-Jones 
appeared to be tired and a 
little confused. But it said 
he was to be interviewed 
again this week. 

Citing sources close to the 
investigation the paper said 
police had evidence that the 
Mercedes hit a Fiat Uno 
about 60 yards from the 
crash site in a Paris under- 
pass. 

The sources said police 
were “looking at the idea 


that there may have been 
some sort of row at moder- 
ate speed, during which the 
Fiat scratched the Mercedes, 
then some son of chase.” 

Investigators indicated 
they had found pieces of the 
rear lefthand indicator light 
of a Fiat a few dozen metres 
from the pillar struck by the 
princess’ Mercedes. 

But they said they had 
contradictory evidence from 
witnesses about a possible 
collision. 

Traces of paint were also 
found on the front right 
wing of the Mercedes. 


Clinton plans to convince U.N. 
in money for reforms exchange 


NEW YORK (R) — 

President Bill Clinton was 
expected to urge the United 
Nations again Monday to 
accept an offer by 
Washington to pay nearly 
SI billion in back dues in 
exchange for U.N. reforms. 

“The U.N. is needed more 
than ever before,” Mr. 
Clinton told heads of state 
at a UJN. reception Sunday 
night 

No new initiatives were 
expected in the president's 
annual appearance before 
the General Assembly, how- 
ever. Mr. Clinton's speech 
would be very interesting 
“but not especially news- 
worthy,” White House 
spokesman Mike McCuny 
said. 

The United States owes 
$1.5 billion to the world 
body. Congress is consider- 
ing paying $819 milUon of 
the debt and U.S. officials 
said this may be raised by 
another $100 million. 

But this money also 
include voluntary contribu- 


tions to U.N. agencies, 
which means about half of 
what the United States owes 
for dues and peacekeeping 
would still be unpaid. 

The payments have condi- 
tions attached. Congress is 
demanding a reduction of 
U.S. dues from 25 per cent 
to 20 per cent, which U.N. 
member governments have 
not approved. 

Mr. Clinton told delegates 
at the U.N. reception at 
New York's Waldorf- 
Astoria Hotel that there was 
“a good chance” the legisla- 
tion would be passed by the 
Republican-controlled Co- 
ngress. 

Secretary of State 
Madeleine Albright had 
said Friday that the “grand 
bargain we have long 
sought on U.N. reform and 
U.S. arrears” was in sight. 

‘Tf the United Nations 
waits for a better proposal . 
with more money from the 
U.S. Congress, it is likely to 
get a proposal with more 
requirements and less 


money,” she said. 

She said Washington had 
to acknowledge how far the 
United Nations had come 
with reform, citing a no- 
growth budget, an inspec- 
tor-general with a solid ini- 
tial track record, cut-backs 
in staff, paperwork and 
overhead, the consolidation 
of departments and a code 
of conduct for employees. 

Putting pressure on the 
United States to pay up was 
media mogul Ted Turner, 
who announced Friday he 
was donating SI billion in 
stocks over the next 10 
years to the United Nations, 
in pan because Washington 
had not paid its debts. 

Mr. Clinton arrived in 
New York Sunday with his 
wife Hillary and attended 
the General Assembly’s 
annual reception with other 
heads of state. 

On Monday he will have 
bilateral meetings with the 
foreign minister of Russia 
and the prime ministers of 
India and Pakistan. 


Dutch ships detained in Iran were 
refloating crashed U.S. helicopter 


TEHRAN (AFP) — Two 
ships belonging to a Dutch 
firm have been held at 
dockside off an Iranian 
southern port for the past 
two weeks after they acted 
to recover the wreckage of a 
U.S. helicopter in the Gulf, 
Iranian officials said 
Monday. 

Mohammad Reza Qaderi, 
the head of Iran’s marine 
Affairs and Shipping, said 
the two ships belonging to 
Smit Internationale were 
here to recover a Croatian 
cargo ship which had sunk 
in Kbur-Mussa Canal, situ- 
ated northwest of the Gulf. 

But the Dutch ships “vio- 


lated contracts with Iran and 
without coordinating with 
authorities” moved to a dif- 
ferent spot in the Gulf to 
rescue the wreckage of an 
American helicopter which 
crashed in the northern Gulf 
last month, he said. 

Mr. Qaderi said any 
movement of foreign ves- 
sels in Iranian territorial 
waters has to be undertaken 
with permission from 
Iranian authorities, and 
charged that the Dutch ships 
had also violated the inter- 
national law. 

Smit Internationale, the 
world leader in refloating 
operations, said last week 


that two ships belonging to 
subsidiaries had been 
detained in the port of Imam 
Khomeiny since Sept. 8. 

A Dutch delegation from 
the Foreign Ministry and 
the shipping company are in 
Iran to discuss the affair. 
IRNA said. 

The Dutch Foreign 
Ministry special envoy, 
Peter C. Fit. met with Mr. 
Qaderi on Sunday and 
assured him that the ships' 
movements were “devoid of 
any bad intentions against 
the Islamic republic.” 

He expressed the hope 
that the problem would be 
resolved peacefully. 


Hamburg result gives Kohl boost 


HAMBURG (R) — German 
Chancellor Helmut Kohl's 
Christian democrats, hit by 
internal strife and slumping 
public support, said Monday a 
strong second place in a poll 
'in the left-wing bastion of 
Hamburg would propel the 
party’ nation-wide. 

Despite months of inner 
party squabbling. Mr. Kohl's 
conservative CDU scored an 
unexpectedly solid result in 
the state poll strengthening 
the chancellor's hand at the 
start of a year of elections. 

The Social 'Democrats 
(SPD). the leading opposition 
party in Bona maintained 
their four-decade hold on the 
Hamburg mayor's office but 
official results showed their 
vote fell from 40.4 per cent to 
36.2, the SPD's worst result 
since World War D. 

Mr. Kohl’s CDU got 30.7 
per cent of the vote in 
Hambuig. up from a disas- 
trous 10-poinr slump to 25.1 
per cent in 1993 elections. 

“The SPD is being made to 
pay the price for their policies 
of tax reform blockade in 
Bonn,” said CDU campaign 
manager Peter Hintze on 
German Radio. 

“I hope the SPD recognises 
that and will now work on die 
tax reform project they have 
been blocking.” he added, 
referring to a planned major 
tax reform that Bonn savs is 


key to German jobs and eco- 
nomic growth. 

Coming at the start of a long 
election year that climaxes 
with a federal election next 
September, the SPD's unex- 
pectedly weak showing in 
Hamburg wall doubtlessly be 
used by Mr. Kohl to back his 
view that opinion polls are 
meaningless. 

The veteran chancellor, 
seeking a record fifth terra, 
often has trailed in mid-term 
voter surveys before storming 
back to defeat his overconfi- 
dent challengers. 

The CDU quickly pointed 
to the SPD’s steep five-point 
slide in Hambuig to bolster 
claims that voters would pun- 
ish politicians such as 

Hambuig’s Mayor Henning 
Voscherau who talked about 
delaying die launch of 

Europe’s single currency. 

Mr. Kohl, shrugging off 
doubts raised by Germans 
afraid of losing the cherished 
Deutschemark, has been the 
leading advocate of the pro- 
ject to replace the mark and 
other national currencies with 
a single currency, the euro. 

Dieter Roth, a pollster for 
the electoral research group, 
said on ZDF Television that 
the SPD’s misguided attempts 
to focus on fighting crime in 
Hamburg cost the party voters 
who trusted the conservative 
CDU more in that field. 


‘It was no surprise that the 
SPD slipped in Hamburg 
because most voters see tbe 
CDU as the more credible 
party on crime fighting.” Mr. 
Roth said. “The SPD tried to 
muscle into an area where 
they had no credibility.” 

The SPD, which has been 
pulling further ahead of Mr. 
Kohl in national opinion sur- 
veys as frustration mounts 
over record unemployment 
and broken promises on tax 
cuts, refused to see Hamburg 
as a setback. 

“This was not a bill for our 
battle with the coalition over 
tax reform,” said SPD nation- 
al campaign manager Franz 
Mueniefering on German 
Radio. “It was rarher a protest 
vote by those without a job 
and worried about surviving 
turning to protest parties and 
the far-right” 

The extreme right-wing 
Deutsche Volksunion (DVU) 
scored 4.9 per cent and nearly 
cleared the five per cent 
threshold needed for represen- 
tation. The DVU had nearly 
six per cent in early computer 
projections, which sent a shiv- 
er of fear around the country. 

"The Nazis are in” 
screamed the thick banner 
headline in the Hamburger 
Morgenposc printed before 
official results later showed 
the pany just missing the five 
percent target. 


American 
envoy bids 
goodbye 
to Israel 


TEL AVTV (AP) — In an 
emotional farewell, outgo- 
ing U.S. Ambassador 
Martin Indyk promised 
Sunday that America's 
commitment to Israel is 
unsbakeable despite grow- 
ing political disagreements. 

“While the Israel defence 
forces are naturally Israel’s 
first line of defence, the 
United States and its strate- 
gic relationship with Israel 
constitutes Israel’s second 
line of defence.” Mr. Indyk 
told Israeli security offi- 
cials at the defence min- 
istry. 

This “enables you to take 
risks for peace,” be. said, 
and “regardless of differ- 
ences that we may have 
from time to time on the 
political level, that 
unshakeable commitment 
stands... regardless of cir- 
cumstances.” 

Mr. Indyk alluded to dis- 
satisfaction in President 
Bill Clinton’s administra- 
tion with Prime Minister 
Benyamin Netanyahu, 
whose tough policies have 
contributed to a crisis in the 
Mideast peace process. 

Israelis have grown 
exceptionally fond of the 
silver-haired, 45-year-old 
Mr. Indyk, who is the first 
Jew to be U.S. ambassador 
to Israel. 

Defence Minister Yitzhak 
Mordechai urged Mr. 
Indyk. who is slated to 
head the State 
Department’s Near East 
Bureau, to “continue to be 
the ambassador of Israel in 
the United States.” 

Mr. Indyk replied that he 
was leaving “with a heavy 
heart, but in the knowledge 
that... I will continue to do 
my best to help you 
[achieve] a real lasting and 
secure peace." 


British 
royalty 
could quit 
Buckingham 


LONDON (AFP) — 
Britain's royal family could 
eventually abaftdon 

Buckingham Palace, the 
monarch's official residence 
in London, to visitors and 
administrative staff, the 
Independent reported 

Monday. 

Quoting an authoritative 
source, the paper said the 
proposed move would be in 
line with modernising the 
monarchy, which came in for 
renewed criticism for its han- 
dling of the death last month 
of Diana, Princess of Wales. 

Prince Charles, the heir to 
tbe throne, has “expressed no 
great desire” to live in 
Buckingham Palace if he 
becomes king, the 
Independent said. 

The 400 functionaries cur- 
rently working at tbe palace 
would remain to handle the 
affairs of the House of 
Windsor, but otherwise it 
would be open to the paying 
public all year round, gener- 
ating revenue to pay for the 
upkeep of die other royal res- 
idences. 



IN LONDON TO BRING BACK HOME CHIEF'S REMAINS: Sioux Indian medi- 
cine man Wilmer Mesteth fans himself with a feather during a visit to London's 
Brampton Cemetery where the remains of Chief Long Wolf He, Monday. Lone Wolf's 
remains will be exhumed September 25th and brought back to his ancestral burial 
ground in South Dakota's Black Hills. Long Wolf, a performer in Buffalo Bill Cody's 
Wild West Show, died in Britain from pneumonia in 1892 (Reuters photo) 


Pope receives Palestinians; 
pleads for regional peace 


VATICAN CITY (AFP) — 
Pope John Paul II renewed 
his support for the Middle 
East peace process Monday 
when he received a 

Palestinian National 

Authority (PNA) delegation 
in his summer residence 
near Rome. 

“No one can refuse to be 
concerned with the destiny 
of so many brothers and sis- 
ters in humanity, whose 
rights are too often not 
recognised, indeed, are 

often trampled upon," the 
Pope said of the 
Palestinians. 

“It is God himself who 
asks every individual to 
have the courage of brother- 
hood, dialogue, persever- 
ance and peace,” he said. 

Relations, between Israel 
and the Palestinians have 
been in crisis for months. 

Peace talks have been 
frozen since Israel began 
construction in March on a 


housing project for 30,000 
Israelis in east Jerusalem, 
which Palestinians want as 
the capital of a future state. 

Tension heightened fur- 
ther following two multiple 
suicide bombings in 
Jerusalem over the past 
seven weeks. 

The pontiff told the dele- 
gation that to think of their 
people “is always, alas, to 
think of a sad reality: 
Injustice, violence and fear 
of the future of your broth- 
ers and sisters.” 

Emphasising that the 
Vatican had regularly spo- 
ken out about the “tragedies 
which have marked^ your 
history and suffering,” he 
added: “I would like once 
more to remind all who live 
in the Middle East ... that a 
peace process has been set 
in motion, that the path of 
reconciliation has been 
marked out, that peoples 
have expressed their desire 


for justice, and that entire 
families are awaiting a 
peaceful future for their 
children.” 

The Pope Finished by say- 
ing he implored God “to 
bless all those whom you 
represent and all those who 
live in that land which for 
us remains ‘the Holy 
Land’.” 

Thursday, a letter by PNA 
President Yasser Arafat was 
delivered to the Vatican in 
response to a plea made by 
the Pope to him and Israeli 
Prime Minister Benyamin 
Netanyahu that they contin- 
ue the peace process. 

West Bank Mayor Hanna 
Nasser, who delivered the 
letter, and Vatican Foreign 
Minister Jean-Louis Taman, 
who received it, also dis- 
cussed the subject and plans 
for celebrations marking the 
year 2000 in the West Bank. 


Rumours of Arafat illness reveal 
poor health of the peace process 


TEL AVIV (AFP) — New 
rumours that Yasser Arafat is 
ill — quickly dismissed by the 
seif-rule authority — point 
more to worries over the health 
of the peace process than that 
of the Palestinian president, 
analysts said Monday. 

A report that Mr. Arafat had 
fainted during a meeting of 
Arab foreign ministers in Cairo 
over the weekend had Israelis 
eying with concern a list of 
possible successors to the man 
who. no matter how much they 
distrust him, is seen as central 
to the peace process. 

Egyptian and Palestinian 
officials categorically denied 
Mn Arafat had blacked out and 
dismissed rumours that the 68- 
year-old leader’s health was 
weakening. 

‘The president enjoys very 
good health. These reports are 
just part of an Israeli campaign 
of lies against the Palestinian 
people and the authority,” top 
Arafat aide Nabil Abu Rudeina 
told AFP. 

The veteran Palestine 
Liberation Organisation (PLO) 
leader, who has always jealous- 
ly kept even many minor lead- 
ership duties in his own hands. 


is known to work 1 8-hour days 
packed with meetings, 
Palestinian officials are quick 
to point out 

“Many of us younger people 
have trouble keeping up with 
him,” said one aide, who asked 
not to be named. 

The Israeli newspaper 
Haaretz quoted top Israeli intel- 
ligence officials as sharing this 
view. “His schedule is insane, 
be works around the clock and 
we have no information about 
his replacement," one senior 
officer told Haaretz. 

But while officials on both 
sides appeared calm over the 
health of Mr. Arafat the Israeli 
media and public quickly 
began wringing their hands 
over his fete. 

The. report of Mr. Arafat’s 
fainting was based on the tenu- 
ous source of an unnamed Arab 

diplomat But many Israelis 
were also alarmed by an inter- 
view with Mr. Arafat on Israeli 
television last week in which 
he appeared tired, agitated and 
trembling. 

Israel often accuses Mr. 
Arafat of never fully dropping 
“aimed struggle" to 


tbe 


embrace the peace process, and 


some officials in Israeli Prime 
Minister Benyamin 

Netanyahu’s right-wing coali- 
tion still call him a “terrorist." 

But many Israelis fear that 
any potential leader to fill tbe 
void left in Mr. Arafat's 
absence would be unable to 
control violent rejectionist 
groups opposed to the peace 
process — particularly the 
Islamic Resistance Movement 
Hamas — or would be less 
committed to negotiations with 
Israel. 

“The question of Mr. Arafat's 
survival as a leader is less med- 
ical than political,” said former 
Israeli negotiator Oren Shahor 
in an editorial to the Israeli 
daily Yediot Aharonot 

"Speculation about Mr. 

Arafat s health has been around 
for years and will continue to 
circulate,” he said The 

rumours -testily fust and fore- 
most to how Mr. Arafat has 
been weakened, and the one 
who has been methodically 
weakening him ^ 
Netanyahu, whose policies 
have strengthened Palestinian 
extremists.” 


After 18 months, 
‘Lolita’ still waiting 
for a distributor 


SAN SEBASTIAN (AFP) 
— Film director Adrian 
Lyne suspected that his 
decision to bring Vladimir 
Nabokov’s novel “Lolita” 
to the screen once more 
might be controversial. But 
having seen his steamy 
“Fatal Attraction.” “Nine 
and a Half Weeks” and 
“Indecent Proposal” all 
become major hits, he 
never thought that 18 
months after completion of 
“Lolita” he would still be 
waiting for U.S. distribu- 
tion. The movie, which tells 
of a middle-aged man’s 
sexual obsession with a 
young girl, has made its 
world screen debut in this 
Spanish Basque city’s film 
festival, before going on 
general release in Europe. 


380 kph bicycle sells 
for $35,000 


LONDON (AFP) — A rev- 
olutionary bicycle which 
was the first to smash 
through the 380 kph speed 
barrier sold for $35,000 at 
an auction here. The 
machine, dubbed the 
Ultimate Bike, was 
designed and ridden by for- 
mer professional British 
cyclist Bruce Bursfoni, 
who achieved the 395 kph 
solo cycle world absolute 
speed record in August 
1995, beating die previous 
record by more than 80 
kph. Bursford. 39, 
embarked on a training pro- 
gramme for the record 
attempt which expanded his 
thighs by 25 centimetres in 
IS months. 


Miss America 
pageant officials 
under suspicion 


ATLANTIC CITY (AFP; 
— Miss America Beauty 
Pageant officials are facing 
ugly questions following 
reports that the father of 
this year’s winner served 
on the pageant's board of 
directors. Gordon Shindle. 
the father of pageant win- 
ner Kate Shindle, has been 
a member of the pageant's 
board since 1994. Before 
that, he served as a volun- 
teer at the pageant for 15 
years. Shindle took a leave 
of absence from the board 
only last April after his 20: 
year-old daughter won 'a 
regional beauty contest 


Kenyan Catholics 
burn condoms 


NAIROBI (AFP) — After 
lighting a fire, and saying a 
round of prayers, a group of 
young Kenyan Roman 
Catholics ceremonially 
burned a pile of condoms 
this weekend in a protest 
against what they termed 
“immoral practices." The 
auxiliary Catholic bishop qf 
Nairobi, Alfred Rotich, led 
the burning, one of several 
to have taken place in 
Kenya in the past two years 
in a protest against the 
expanded use here of con- 
doms something linked to 
the regional AIDS epidem- 
ic. 


Between 6.5 to 8.6m 
visitors expected to 
flock to Oktoberfest 


MUNICH (AFP) — 

Flagons were raised and the 
carousing began in earnest 
Saturday as the l64th 
Oktoberfest got underway 
in the Bavarian state capital 
Munich. In clusters of 
friends, in families, in 
office groups, millions or 
people come each year w 
enjoy the annual festival or 
beer, many arranging the'T 
holidays specially to take* 11 
the party. Spokeswoman 
Ursula Carstens satf 
between 6.5 and 8.6 
visitors, mostly 
Bavaria itself, were ex P eSl ’ 
ed to flock to this 
event, around the sj** 
number as last 
nearly seven million Imw 
of beer were downed,®^ 
the course of the two;^ 
event. 
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